
January 2014
Fiero Convertible 

Submitted by Bill & Eileen Dorosz

In 1990, Eileen & I decided we wanted to buy a 
convertible car, but we weren’t sure what it was going 
to be.  I came across an ad in an Auto Week magazine 
advertising brand new Pontiac Fiero convertibles for 
sale. This was 1991 & no Pontiac dealers had any 
Fieros on their lots. Not having ever heard of a 
“convertible” Fiero, I contacted the dealership, Holland 
Pontiac in Massillon, Ohio, to find out more.  I learned 
that this dealership paid for the engineering out of their
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Random Thoughts
Submitted by Gwen Randolph 

● Who knew when Phil drove the car home from 
Colorado in August of 1999 what lay ahead.  It had 
faded red paint & ugly fake fuzzy sheep skin seat 
covers, but it had the engine, a 3800SC engine with 
lots of horsepower & Phil already had plans.  The car
would be his daily driver.  

Two weeks after bringing it home we were off on our
first trip....the first of many.  Two months later we 
were off again on our first Hot Rod Power Tour that 
started in MA & ended in FL.  The plan was to do two
stops that weekend & go back home, but we were 
having so much fun I told Phil to continue & I caught
a train home & back to work after the Maryland stop.
I was so envious.  That first PT ended up a very 
special memory as Phil's Fiero was chosen one of five
cars picked by the Hot Rod Magazine editors to 
receive an award, something that the magazine 
rarely does.  The five cars were also taped for a TV 
show with each editor explaining why they chose the
car they picked.  We figure it had to be the engine 
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We finally hit the road in our new car for the ten-
hour drive home to Connecticut.  We drove well into 
the darkness with the top down & made it home 
safely with our new car.

The car has since been modified to include American
Racing rims courtesy of PISA Corp., & a custom PISA
dashboard.  We installed early Fiero seats with 
speakers & recovered with Katzin leather skins.

An interesting thing happened after we had owned 
the car.  My other Fiero, an 87 GT, was recalled for 
heat shields & a rubber strip on the front of the 
engine hatch. I did not understand why the 
convertible was not recalled, because it was the 
same year & the same drive train. The dealer asked 
for the vin number & told me that according to the 
computer, my convertible did not exist. They 
provided me with the phone number to Pontiac 
customer service. They said, “I have what?”  After 
several days & a call from the dealer, Pontiac 
admitted to the existence of a block of Pontiac Fiero 
convertibles. They thought the block of cars was 
crushed for liability reasons.  Pontiac told me the 
block of cars was being entered into the computer 
system & asked me for pictures.  I sent them some 
of my original photos & I can’t find the negatives. 
This is the reason I have not located some of my 
pictures for this article, which is courtesy of the 
persistent badgering of Gwen & Ray over the past 
ten years or so.

Note:  Yes, I admit that I have nagged Bill over the 
years, but it is an interesting piece of Fiero history 
that I thought would be of interest to members.  A 
few months ago I came across more information 
about these convertibles from this dealership 
courtesy of a friend from FL who knew about the 
dealership personally because he had lived in that 
area.   He nicely sent me pictures of the dealership 
& a picture of an ad that had been in the newspaper
at the time.  I have also found out that another 
friend in FL also has one of these convertibles from 
that dealership – a convertible he purchased a few 
years back from the car corral while at the FL Fiero 
Weekend in Daytona, FL.  That car is no where as 
nice as the one Bill has unfortunately.  So, a thank 
you to Bill for taking pen to paper and sharing his 
story.
Gwen Randolph 
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own pocket in exchange for exclusive rights to the 
Pontiac Fiero convertible.  The sticker had an 
addendum added to the bottom that showed the 
addition of the convertible.  

The owner told us that he had a limited number of 87 
and 88 Fieros manufactured as convertibles, some of 
which he placed into storage in a warehouse to wait for
them to gain value.  In 1991, the owner wanted to buy
another line of cars and had to sell some of his existing
inventory to get money for the new purchase.  He 
decided to part with some of the 1987 convertibles.
We now decided what our convertible was going to 
be....…a Fiero.  

We headed to the airport early one Saturday for a 
flight to Massillon, Ohio.  The plan was to get there by 
noon, buy the car, & drive it home….all in one day.  
Well, things didn’t go quite as planned!  Our 
connecting flight got cancelled & we were put on 
another flight several hours later which got us to Ohio 
at 4:30 that afternoon.  The dealership closed at 5:00 
pm.  

As planned, the owner picked us up at the airport, but 
had a prior engagement & had to leave by 6:00 pm, 
which didn’t leave any time to complete a purchase 
transaction.  The owner couldn’t have been nicer.   He 
put us up in a hotel & loaned us the convertible of our 
choice for the night.  

The following morning we went back to the dealership 
& walked down a lineup of convertibles, to make our 
final selection.  There were a variety of color, engine, &
transmission combinations, but we fell in love with the 
blue one with a navy top & a V6 automatic.  Our car is 
number 107, so there were at least that many 87’s 
made.  The dealer wouldn’t tell us how many 88’s were
still in the warehouse.  

We finalized the deal by noon, but couldn’t leave 
without taking the owner up on his offer to show off 
his private collection of cars in the garage behind the 
dealership.   

There were about 15 cars all under covers & he pulled 
back each cover so we could see them. Among them 
were a beautiful AMC Javelin, two Excaliburs, & several
Zimmers. 
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but later that day the guy emailed with a counter 
offer, which Phil did accept.  The car would be picked 
up on the Friday after Christmas, but Thursday Phil 
received a phone call asking if he could pick it up that 
day.

He came late in the afternoon, the papers were signed
& money changed hands.  He promised he would take
good care of it.  He, like Phil when Phil first brought 
the car home, has plans.  I had to go inside because I
was getting the lump in my throat that I knew would 
come when the car left.  Call me sentimental.  From 
inside I heard the engine start up & then Phil came 
inside.  

Phil told me later that the guy sent a picture to his 
friend from his phone while in the driveway before 
leaving & the friend got back saying, “that's Phil's car.”
So I guess Phil's Fiero has become one of the many 
Fieros that when they change hands people always 
say, “that's .......'s car.”  I asked Phil if he would miss 
the car & he said, yes.  

We have, indeed, had fun and have lots of memories 
with that car.

Phil's Fiero with its new owner.

Phil went to the registry on Monday, December 30, to 
transfer the plates from the Fiero to the Mustang & 
turn in the old Mustang plates so Phil will continue to 
have a little part of his Fiero.  

Continued from page 1..........Random Thoughts

because it sure wasn't the paint job at that point.  Phil 
cherishes that trophy & of all the awards the car has 
received over the years – and there are many - that 
trophy probably means the most.

Phil alone or both of us would drive that car on 10 of 
the 13 Power Tour trips that Phil would eventually go 
on.  My T-top did two & our Mustang did the last one. 
We have calculated that his yellow Fiero has traveled in
41 states.  

That winter the red Fiero became yellow – Corvette 
Competition yellow to be exact - & the fuzzy seat 
covers were replaced by gray leather seats from PISA.

Phil never started out to show the car.  It was his daily 
driver, but with a spiffy paint job & new seats he went 
to a small car show in our town & met a really nice guy
with a beautiful Trans Am.  Prestley kind of became a 
mentor on how to show a car & we were quick studies.
The two of them would go to car shows every weekend
as Prestley was campaigning his car for the top 100 
cars in NE, an award offered by Cruzin Magaine – he 
did make it BTW.  Phil was put in more Special Interest 
classes that summer than you can count & one time 
lost to a John Deere tractor....a nice tractor Phil always 
says.  I think he finally won his first award by the end 
of that season.

We knew nothing of the Fiero community at that 
point.....that would come the following year when Phil 
& others gathered at Kick Hill Farm to form NEFA. From
that point we started to include all Fiero shows in our 
travel itinerary.  We've met so many Fiero fanatics over 
the years & are so happy that we have.  We always 
look forward to spending time with them. 

At some point Phil swapped out the gray interior to the 
86/87 tan and purchased tan & black leather seat 
covers from Mr. Mike.  My T-top inherited the gray 
leather seat covers.

A couple of years ago Phil purchased a new Mustang as
his daily driver.  He said he was getting too old to fall in
& climb out of a Fiero on a daily basis & was going to 
sell it, but his heart must have held him back because 
he wasn't in any rush to place an ad.  Sure, he told 
people, but no ad was placed until recently.  The  first 
guy didn't want to pay what Phil wanted so we didn't 
hear from him again.  The week before Christmas, Phil 
got another response.  This guy – a thirty something 
year old guy who lives about 15 minutes away in the 
town next to ours - came over & made an offer.  Phil 
declined that offer & he thought that was the end of it, 



NEFA Happenings - 2013 

March 28, 29, 30, 2014 – Spring Daytona Turkey Run, Daytona Beach, FL. A good opportunity to get 
away from the cold weather for a few days & enjoy with warm FL sunshine and some great Fiero friends. Check 
out http://fieroevents.com for more information.

September 19-21, 2014 – A Pontiac Celebration, Warwick, RI. Great show! Great weekend! Great location!
Great turnout at the 2012 show. Pass the word. Let's have even more Fieros on the show field for the 2014 
show. Raising money for two great charities is the icing on the cake. Mark your calendars. 
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Continuing with our re-printing of tech articles from the Fiero Pride archives here is an article
about radiator removal & installation.

 Radiator

Radiator Removal & Installation for a Fiero

Warning: Make sure the engine is completely cool before you install or remove your radiator.

Note: Late model vehicles use spring type radiator hose clamps. If you reuse these clamps, be sure that the hose
is installed on a clean, dry connection. If the connection has been painted or coated, scrape it down to the bare 
metal. Do not try to reuse these clamps on aftermarket hoses. Instead, replace them with conventional worm 
drive type clamps.

Radiator Removal

Before you start, be sure to have a flare nut wrench available to remove the transmission cooler lines (automatic 
transmission only), and a drip pan to catch any spills.

 Disconnect the negative battery cable from the battery.

 Drain the cooling system.

 Disconnect the overflow, heater, and upper and lower radiator hoses from the radiator.

 If you have an automatic transmission, remove the transmission cooler lines from the side of the radiator.
Do not twist the lines or damage the fittings. We recommend you use a flare nut wrench rather than an 
open-end wrench.

 Plug the ends of the disconnected lines to prevent leakage and prevent dirt from entering the system.

 If you have an engine oil cooler, disconnect the lines on the opposite side of the radiator, as described in 
Step 5, above.

 Unbolt and remove the fan shroud. You may only need to remove the upper portion for most service 
operations.

 Remove the radiator mounting brackets, if you have them.

 Lift the radiator from the engine compartment. Be sure not to contact the fan blades.

 Before you install the radiator, replace any damaged hose clamps and/or radiator hoses.

Radiator Installation

Installation is the reverse of removal. To install your radiator, follow the steps above in reverse order.

http://fieroevents.com/


 

Classifieds
Advertise your sale items........Fieros or Fiero related.  Send your sale item information to Gwen at 
pran@cox.net.  The NEFA eNews goes out to a wide audience.

Cars:  

Jody Lemos, a former cornerstone member of NEFA has finally come to a point where he must sell his 30 trophy 
1986 Fiero GT. He is moving and has no place to store this car.  Ray Paulk used to call him "Jody Loud Pipes" as 
his car has a strong growl to it. Sounded great!  Of course, if you don't like that exhaust, he still has a brand new
Borla system you can install - worth $500+ by itself.  Jody is asking $3500.00 or B/O.  It will come with original 
wheels, a spare engine and some other goodies . 122,000 +miles on it.  Still in great shape.  Jody lives on the 
Cape. Please contact him Jody by calling Jody's cell @ 1-508-246-7889 or at home @ 1-401-965-0909 or e-mail 
@ cobrajet2010@hotmail.com.

Parts:  

Mirror Control Repair Plate - Reinforcement backing plate repairs broken-out remote control bezel on driver's
door mirror.  Kit includes easy to follow instructions, plate, extra bezel nuts, and two extra door panel clips.... 
just in case you break one.  $9.00 covers the kit & shipping.  Contact Tom Derr at (717) 763-5748 or 
tom6derr@yahoo.com.

Fiero Toys, Literature & Collectibles:  

Are you interested in Fiero collectibles?  Ray Paulk, Fiero Toy Box, has over 500 unique Fiero toys in his 
personal collection and tons of toys in inventory, but don't expect cut rate prices as most Fiero toys are rare and 
hard to find.  If you are interested you can contact Ray at Ray@RaytheRealtor.com 

Over 2,000 items cataloged.  Dealer Brochures, Owner's Manuals, Workshop Manuals, Magazines, Pamplets, etc. 
Models, Die Cast, Pull-back Fieros, Slot Cars, Matchbox, Hot Wheels, etc..  Body parts, wheels, sunroofs, ash tray
covers, many steering wheels, consoles, etc..  Contact Tom Derr at (717) 763-5748 or tom6derr@yahoo.com.

NEFA Merchandise & Apparel:  Polo shirts with the NEFA logo embroidered on the left front.  Nice quality 
shirts at a reasonable price.  You may have seen a few members wearing these shirts.  Check out the TC Promos
website and use the drop down button for colors and size options http://tcpromos.com/shop/private-store

Check out the NEFA website http://fieropride.com/ and click on the NEFA Merchandise button to view the 
NEFA T-shirts for size & colors available or the NEFA window sticker for your Fiero at 
$1.00 each.  And don't forget the NEFA pint glasses.  Just the right size for your 
favorite cold beverage.

Repair/Painting:

This is a company owned 

& operated by Andrew Virzi, 

NEFA's Treasurer.

Do you have something Fiero
related to sell or have a Fiero
related service you want to

advertise?  This is the place.  Send
your contact information to Gwen

at:  pran@cox.net.
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