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They say time flies when you are having fun, and this year has been fun for me. The 

year started off with our first show of the year at Lititz Spring Park.  We had a good 

turnout of cars and had some great food to go along with the show.  

 

Next my Son and I traveled to Watkins Glen to have some fun up on the track and to see 

our New York friends. The catch was that my son wanted me to paint his 87 GT, and 

we only had three weeks to do this. Well, to make a long story short, we loaded a 

freshly painted car on a trailer on the Friday night before we went to the Glen.  

 

Next was the big GM Nationals show where the club was putting on their main event 

for the first time; we chose not to do the Kit Car show for 2009. After ironing out a few 

bumps in the road, the show went off great with over 70 cars coming to this event. I 

must add that, if it were not for the help of our devoted sponsors, we could have not 

pulled this one off. We have full plans to repeat this for 2010 at the Carlisle Events 

grounds. The club also won the second largest  

participation award from Carlisle. It has been several years since we have done this so I 

was very happy.  

 

The last show was our fall picnic and car show at Lititz Spring Park. It proved to have     

another good turnout and some great food. The day ended with our annual club meeting 

where we voted in our new board members. Also, for this event, we invited some of the 

members of the newly formed New York Club to our house for the weekend. It was a 

blast to trade stories with them about the good times we had together and about our cars.  

 

I want to thank everyone for their countless efforts that they have provided to us to get 

through all of the shows that we had this year. I am happy to inform everyone that I will 

be returning for another year as President and to tell you that we have a lot planned for        

everyone for 2010. Just a reminder that it is also time to renew your club membership, 

so please, do so either by mail or check out our web site at www.mafoa.com.  I will be 

looking forward to the new year and all of the events and shows that we have planned, 

until then keep the “mid engine madness” alive. 
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It’s fall and my favorite tree has decided that today is the day it will start dropping its 

leaves.  It’s a beautiful Japanese Lace leaf Weeping Red Maple that is a deep red in 

spring and summer, turning a bright, fiery red in fall. 

 

Fall, for us in New England, means the end of the car show and cruise season for the 

year.   Unfortunately there was so much rain this year that many cruise nights and car 

shows were cancelled or postponed, causing donations to charities to be down too.  As 

the sun set earlier and earlier, everyone seemed reluctant to close out the cruise season 

this year and showed up for cruise nights into early October.  We had our coats on quite 

often and we were home by 7:30 p.m., but we were still hanging out in those parking 

lots, talking and listening to music.  The last one was an afternoon cruise at a local A. & 

W., the parking lot filled with cruisers having a good time. 

 

With winter coming we’ll find those projects to keep us busy during while we wait for 

warm weather once again. 

 

I want you to know that your membership in NEFA is valued.  I’m going to ask for your 

help because we are always looking for ideas for activities or tech sessions.  Let me 

know your ideas.  The newsletter is always looking for articles.  What have you been 

doing with your Fiero?  Write it down and send it to me.  And don’t forget pictures. 

 

Mark September 17 – 19, 2010 on your calendars for the Pontiac Celebration weekend 

in Warwick, RI at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.  All proceeds will benefit The Tomorrow 

Fund and Alex’s Lemonade Stand, two very worthy children’s cancer charities.  This 

show is modeled after the Pontiac Regional show at this same hotel a couple of years 

back and if you attended that show you know how much fun we had.  This is a not to 

miss show to celebrate the Pontiac.  Let’s have a great turnout of Fieros.  More         

information will be coming. 

 

In closing, I hope you and your families enjoy the holidays.  
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MAFOA MEETING 
 

The Mid Atlantic Fiero Owners 

held their annual meeting at Lititz 

Spring Park in October. There 

were about 50 people in  

attendance and several matters 

were discussed. First was the  

voting of the new board members 

for the 2010 year. The results are 

in the chart to the right. 

 

We discussed some of the shows 

for 2010, and it was decided that 

we would again do our main show 

at the GM Nationals at Carlisle in 

June. Also, it was decided to keep 

the membership at 15 dollars and 

continue to publish a paper  

edition newsletter.  

 

We would also return to Lititz 

Spring Park for at least our fall 

show and meeting. The big topic 

that was discussed was a P.O.C.I 

show in the spring hosted at 

Freysinger Pontiac in  

Mechanicsburg. This event will 

draw large crowds and promote 

Freysinger Pontiac as the show 

host.  

There will be more to follow on 

these events in the next few 

months.  

 

Bruce Homeyard gave his report 

on the club treasury which was in 

great shape.  

 

Nothing else was brought up for 

any discussion.  

The meeting was brought to a 

close by Robb Leppo thanking all 

of our sponsors that helped us out 

for the entire year. In addition to 

that, a big thanks went out to all 

MAFOA Board of Directors for 2010 
 

President - Robb Leppo 

Vice President - Mike Mayer  

Treasurer - Bruce Homeyard 

Activities Director - Corey Leppo 

Assistant Activities Director - Jenn Hahn 

News Letter Director and Publisher - Chuck Leppo 

Carlisle Activities Consultant -Tom Derr 

Web Site - Vin Latus 

of the board members who gave 

their time to make all of the 

events go well.  

ATTENTION MEMBERS 

I just want to take the time to wish all of the Mid Atlantic 

Fiero Members to have a safe holiday. During these busy 

times that we will be spending with our families please    

remember to take time to renew your yearly membership. 

Also if you know of a person with a Fiero please encourage 

them to join as well. Membership is only 15 dollars and   

besides helping the club to put on several shows you also 

get four editions of the Fiero Pride Newsletter. You can also 

join NEFA our sister club for an additional 5 dollars.  We 

have a lot planned for 2010 so please renew as soon as   

possible so you can join in on all of the fun. You can renew 

your membership at www.mafoa.com. Thanks for a great 

year!  

    Robb Leppo 

    MAFOA President 



NEFA HAPPENINGS 

 

NEFA members traveled to Stow, 

MA and the Collins Foundation 

on October 11 for their Open 

House/WW II Reenactment   

weekend.  The Collins          

Foundation’s main focus is the 

dedication and promotion of   

living history events and since the 

mid-80’s has toured the country 

educating the  public.  In addition 

to the aircraft they have an      

extensive collection of antique 

automobiles.  I kept  hearing 

about the Collins Museum’s   

antique autos all summer at car 

shows and cruise nights and how 

wonderful the collection was. 

NEFA decided it would be a nice 

activity and we weren’t           

disappointed.  A warm, clear fall 

day, we enjoyed all the beautiful 

antique autos and then watched 

the living history reenactment of a 

WW II battle. 

 

On October 25 four NEFA    

members and their Fieros        

attended the annual car show at 

Fort Adams State Park in      

Newport, RI.  Russ Salter and his 

wife joined Phil & I for a lovely 

fall day by the bay.  Over 300 cars 

attended.  Fort Adams is a      

wonderful location for a car show 

with its view of Narragansett Bay, 

the Newport Bridge and the  

historic city of Newport and its 

harbor.  It was a great day  

relaxing, enjoying the beautiful 

autos, listening to music and  

talking with car enthusiasts.   

Hopefully we can convince more 

Fieros to come next year. 

 

Just a shout out to NEFA member 

Marc Tessier.  His Fiero was 

picked for inclusion in the 2010 

Fiero Store calendar.    

Congratulations! 

 

NEFA’s annual meeting was held 

on November 1 at Andy & Lisa 

Virzi’s home in NH.  We had a 

very productive meeting with 

suggestions for some fun  

activities in 2010.   We’re trying 

our best to move the 2010       

activities around our membership 

area.  The board of directors for 

2010 is the same as 2009.   As 

President, I want to say thank you 

to the board of directors.  I  

appreciate all that you do for the 

club.   I also want to thank the 

NEFA members. 

 

It’s the time of year to renew your 

NEFA membership.  The contest 

to win a Fiero Store calendar for 

renewing by January 31 was so 

well received last year that we 

decided to do it again.  
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Daytona 2010 

March 26 – 28, 2010:   

Daytona #14, Daytona  

International Speedway,  

Daytona FL 

If it’s March, it’s time to get 

down to FL for the Spring  

Daytona Car Show & Swap Meet 

and the Florida Fiero Council’s 

annual car show/cruise at the 

Daytona Speedway.  Check  

http://spacecoastfieros.com/ for 

more details as the date gets 

closer. 

 

Freysinger Cup Challenge 

May 15, 2010 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

See page 11 & page 26 for more 

information on the show. 

 

Meeting of the Marques  

A Pontiac Farewell -  Firebird to 

Fiero, GTO to G8"June 5, 2010 at 

the Penn State Milton S. Hershey 

Medical Center in Hershey, PA 

Show features a "Pontiac  

Farewell" Coral and a Hershey 

Hillclimb Race Car Reunion 

Pre-registration is $10, after May 

1st it is $15 per vehicle 

Classes are North American,  

British, European, Asian,  

Motorcycles and Pontiac 

See www.SVVSCC.org to  

pre-register and for more details, 

or call Stan Carpenter, Event 

Chairman at (717) 502-1023, 

stangiec@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

Carlisle GM Nationals  

June 25-27, 2010 

Carlisle  Pa. 

More Information will be       

coming , watch the Fiero Pride 

website for details. 

 

Other  Summer Shows: 

These shows will have more 

information in a later issue. 

 

Reese Fire Company Show 

Mid to late Summer 

 

New Windsor Fire Comp. Show 

Early to Mid Summer 

 

Pleasant Valley Car Show 

Early to Mid Summer 

 

Westminster VFW Weeklies 

Every Friday during the summer 

 

Westminster Town Mall Show 

Late Summer 

 

Dell’s Run 

Mid-Summer 

 

Hot Rod Power Tour 

Mid-Summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pontiac Celebration Weekend 

September 16 – 19, 2010:   

A Pontiac Celebration Weekend, 

Crowne Plaza, Warwick, RI 

Mark your calendars and make 

plans to be in RI in Septem-

ber.  All proceeds benefit The 

Tomorrow Fun and Alex’s  

Lemonade Stand, two children’s   

Cancer charities.  Come for a 

weekend of family fun.  Great 

room rates for the week-

end.  Friday night cruise w/DJ in 

the parking lot, Saturday morning 

Teddy Bear Cruise to Hasbro 

Children’s Hospital, car show 

Saturday afternoon and Saturday 

night BBQ party.  More          

information to come.  If you have 

any questions, contact Gwen 

Randolph, pran@cox.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any information on 

upcoming shows that you would 

like to feature in the newsletter, 

please contact Chuck Leppo by 

email with the information. 

 

 



The Hershey Swap Meet was  

October 7 – 10, 2009 and Phil had 

a list of parts he needed for his 38 

Packard Coupe so Thursday we 

headed off to PA.  We also knew 

that Fred Bartemeyer - Heartland 

Fiero’s - was going to be there for 

the National car show on Saturday 

– he was showing one of his PPG 

Pace Cars in Class 35b Prototype 

Class - so we made arrangements 

to touch base with him before 

heading home.  Phil was able to 

find most of what he had on his 

list, but before leaving we 

checked out the 1,362 cars at the 

show on Saturday and caught up 

with Fred. 

 

Fred’s Indy PPG Pace Car Fiero 

with its Super Duty 4 is a beauty 

and it was attracting quite a lot of 

positive attention while we were 

there.  People were asking all 

kinds of questions and comple-

menting the car.   In emails later, 

Fred said that his Fiero was 

awarded a first place National 

Junior at the Hershey show.  The 

AACA awards a first place junior 

to a score of at least 365 of 400 

points and within a range of 10 

points of the highest scoring car 

in each class. Unfortunately, the 

AACA does not divulge the actual 

score, but will provide a copy of 

the judging sheet highlighting the 

areas where the deductions were 

taken. After requesting a copy of 

the judging sheet, the five small 

items that were deducted could 

have resulted in a maximum of 

ten points deducted. Not too bad 

for an all original un-restored 25 

year old car that had been       

professionally track abused. 

In another email the next day, 

Fred said that he had received a 

letter that day and that his little 

Fiero is nominated for a Specialty 

National Award which is a pretty 

big deal to him considering that 

they had all of the cars from all of 

the AACA Shows this year to 

choose from.  The national award 

is just a nomination at this point 

Fred stated.  He will find out in 

February at the national meeting 

in Philadelphia if and what he 

won.   AACA gives out over 50 

specialty awards each year at the 

national meeting Fred wrote.  I’m 

sure Fred is probably still smiling. 

What a wonderful recognition for 

a Fiero.  Fred promises to let us 

know what happens in Febru-

ary.   We’ll keep our fingers 

crossed for him.  For more infor-

mation on the AACA, visit 

www.aaca.org  

Fred Bartemeyer’s PPG Pace Car 



I first got started in Fieros when I 

started looking for my first car 

right after my 15th birthday. I 

knew I wanted an American made 

car, but I was not sure what to get. 

Everyone had a Mustang, 

Camaro, or Firebird, and I didn’t 

want to have something common. 

I came across two choices, the 

Fiero and an AMC Javelin.   I 

decided the Fiero was a little 

more of my style being a two 

seater, low to the ground, and 

sporty.  I knew absolutely nothing 

about them though and neither did 

my father.  

 

I finally found the car I bought on 

ebay, and I had no choice but to 

try and buy it. It was an ‘85 SE 4 

cylinder automatic, red, my favor-

ite color, leather, seats, and just 

looked like me especially with all 

the GT panels on it to make it 

look like an ’85 GT. I talked to 

the owner, and he said he would 

consider our offer and call us 

back. While waiting I found an 

‘86 GT for a little bit more 

money, but figured not hearing 

from the other seller that they 

would not budge on price and sell 

the car. While negotiating price 

on the ’86 GT, we told the seller 

we would call back and when we 

did the seller of the ’85 SE called 

back taking our offer. My dad and 

I rented a U-Haul trailer and went 

a total of 11 hours to get this car.  

 

The test drive we did right before 

loading just made me realize that 

I definitely made the right choice 

in which car to buy.  Little did I 

know that this one drive would 

start the Fiero madness at my 

house.  

 

As soon as I got my car home I 

started making the Indianapolis 

500 in my front yard driving it 

everyday. I started looking online 

for Fiero clubs and came across 

MAFOA. They said they were 

having a show at the All-Star at 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and I 

knew I had to go meet people that 

had the same addiction I had.  

 

I was able to win first place in my 

very first show and place third in 

the exhaust competition with my 

four cylinder. I knew that this was 

only the beginning.  

 

I started customizing the car with 

17 inch wheels and a chin spoiler, 

but I knew that if I wanted a show 

car I would need a commuter car 

as well.  

 

I found Pennocks Fiero Forum 

around my 18th birthday and was 

able to snag a silver ’87 GT 5 

speed. It was in major need of a 

paint job but only had 32,000 

miles on the motor on a 232,000 

mile car. I learned how to drive 

the manual transmission and how 

to paint. All the prep before  

painting and how delicate of a 

process painting can be. My dad 

ended up painting my ’87 GT 

Subaru WRX Blue (Blue Pearl) 

right before we went to New York 

with both cars to go to Watkins 

Glen for its unveiling where it 

won best paint.  

 

Both of my cars have been show 

winners in various shows and 

both cars have been customized to 

the fullest. My dad and I have 

ventured from speedhut gauges, 

painting, lowering springs, and 

wheels to putting on side scoops, 

85 GT in its Current State 



raised wing stands, cold air     

intakes, and doing sound system 

set ups. All of these options have 

definitely enhanced both cars and 

I enjoy driving both each and  

everyday.  

 

One thing people haven’t come to 

realize is I don’t do the stuff to 

my cars to try and win shows, for 

customizing isn’t the full reason 

people win; it’s the cleaning and 

preparation you do to the car   

before each show. I customize my 

cars to make myself enjoy the car 

more. There is nothing like     

enjoying life being followed my 4 

cops going into town, following 

the 4 cops being a Dodge Viper 

that had 4 cops following it. It 

was nice to see the same respect 

for the viper was given to me. 

 

People ask me everyday which 

one is my favorite. I always tell 

them my ’85 SE is my baby and 

nothing could change that, but 

both are my favorite and I would 

not sell them for the world. Also, 

I get the questions of what is it or 

aren’t those the cars that catch on 

fire. I always laugh telling them I 

guess mine was the survivor ,and 

if you don’t know what it is then, 

you won’t understand why I like 

it so much. All my friends drive 

muscle cars and have never dared 

to insult my car knowing that 

there is so much potential in my 

car with the handling and ease of 

motor swap.  

 

I am currently 20 years old now 

and have had my first Fiero for 

over 5 years now. My dad has 

bought an Indy pace car, and my 

friend Josh has bought an ’84 SE 

four speed; I know in the future 

there will be more. Also, I know 

that one day I will be able to get a 

motor swap of my choice and 

maybe finish one of my cars. My 

ideas never stop and I will always 

change things especially after 

going to the 25th anniversary show 

and taking over 3500 pictures 

trying not to miss a single detail.  

 

I ended up becoming the activities 

director for MAFOA trying to 

help coordinate the great events 

that I enjoy each and everyday 

after the 25th anniversary inspira-

tion. I have met so many wonder-

ful people from around the globe 

so far and hope to meet many 

more. If you have any questions 

about the cars or would like to 

know more you can email me at 

coreyleppo@gmail.com or come 

see me at a Fiero show. 

85 GT at the Beginning 

87 GT in the Beginning 







Phil and I look forward to Hot 

Rod Power Tour each year and 

have had the opportunity and en-

joyment over the past ten years to 

see most of the United States 

while driving one of our Fieros.    

We’ve met people from all over 

the country and enjoy staying in 

contact with them during the 

year.  With the Dell’s Run show 

in the Wisconsin Dells over on 

Sunday, May 31 and Power Tour 

not starting in Madison, WI until 

June 6, we – Phil and I, Larry 

Wheeler and A. C. Dobson - had a 

few days that needed to be 

filled.  A. C. headed off to visit 

relatives while Larry, Phil and I 

decided to hang out together and 

be tourists.  We spent one day in 

New Glarus, WI a town settled by 

Swiss immigrants and called 

America’s “Little Switzerland.”    

We took lots of pictures and had 

lunch at one of the oldest taverns 

in town.  On Thursday night in 

Madison, Larry, A. C., Phil and I 

went to a cruise night at the local 

Quaker Steak & Lube restaurant.   

The parking lot was filled with 

regulars and early Power Tour 

arrivals.  Friday night the Quaker 

Steak & Lube sponsored another 

cruise night.   This time the  

parking lot was over-flowing with 

Power Tour cars.  Bob Holtz and 

Jack Gunsett of the Capitol City 

Fieros club joined us. 

 

Saturday we received our  

credentials for the week and  

Sunday we hit the road.  Power 

Tour started in Madison, WI and 

ended in Bristol, TN with stops in 

Racine, WI, South Bend, IN, Mt. 

Clemens, MI, Dayton, OH and 

Somerset, KY this year.  You are 

required to punch your Power 

Tour credential ticket at each 

venue and at the end of the week - 

if you have a punch for each day - 

you are considered a Long 

Hauler.  Not everyone wants to or 

can take the time for a week-long 

road trip and will jump in for only 

one or two days, but some catch 

the “PT bug” and eventually go 

Long Haul.  This year there were 

several Fieros in Madison and 

five of those Fieros made the 

Long Haul trip.  In addition to 

Phil, me, Larry and A. C., we 

were joined this year by Robert 

Holtz and Jack Gunsett, two first 

time Long Haulers.   I’m a fan of 

Diners, Drive-ins & Dives on the 

Food Channel and have started to 

write down places we can visit on 

the road.  Racine and Frank’s 

Diner fit the bill this year.  We 

met Larry and A. C. for breakfast, 

found a seat at the counter and 

enjoyed our meal at this very tiny 

diner.  By the time we left there 

were people standing several deep 

waiting to take our seats. 

 

In Madison we watched some 

Power Tourists run autocross.  At 

another stop we watched Power 

Tourists – Jack Gunsett included - 

drag race.  Driving around Chi-

cago the four of us decided to take 

the more scenic Lakeshore Drive 

AC Dobson Sr’s Gold 6 Cyl Jack Gunsett’s 4.9 Caddy 



Bob Holtz’s Custom 87 SE 

Don Knouse’s IMSA 

Larry Wheeler’s 87 GT 

Quaker Steak & Lube Cruise Night in Madison, WI 

instead of following the printed 

Power Tour route.  The route to 

Somerset, KY gave us beautiful 

views of the Cumberland Gap 

area.   Hot Rodders like to do 

burnouts so we always know 

we’ll see a few during the 

week.  Friday we arrived in Bris-

tol, TN and the Bristol Motor 

Speedway, also known as     

Thunder Valley.   It’s a great  

feeling to know the trip has been 

completed safely once again and 

everyone spends the day checking 

to make sure friends have also 

arrived safely.   Saturday is     

always the last day and only for 

Long Haulers.   Long Haulers 

gather together for the group   

picture that is printed in Hot Rod 

Magazine and hope they are  

holding winning tickets to prizes 

that the sponsors give 

away.  Once the ceremony is over 

everyone catches up with friends, 

more pictures are taken,  we say 

goodbye until next year and wish 

everyone a safe trip home.   

Tuesday we arrived home after 

three weeks on the road and lots 

of memories and pictures.  We 

were tired, but were already look-

ing forward to finding out where 

Power Tour would take us in 

2010.  



If sometimes you may not have 

the right tools to do the job, then  

why not try to accomplish it a 

different way? This article will 

explain another way to pull the 

V6 Fiero engine from the top of 

the car.  

 

1. Remove the battery from the 

tray.  

2. Remove all of the engine 

wiring from the motor      

including the alternator and 

the air conditioning unit.  

After removing the wires just 

place them on the side out of 

the way.  

3. Remove the shifter cables 

from the transmission along 

with the slave cylinder. Just 

push them to the side out of 

the way.  

4. Remove the exhaust manifold  

from the side of the motor 

that faces the trunk area and 

the crossover pipe that goes 

to both manifolds. You do not 

have to remove the manifold 

that is close to the fire wall.  

5. Remove the alternator and its 

bracket from the motor and 

proceeded to the air          

conditioning unit. The hoses 

from the air conditioning unit 

can just be pushed to the side. 

Now you have most of the 

engine components removed. 

6. Remove both of the fuel lines 

and the bracket from the fuel 

rail on the motor. I marked 

the lines, so I could          

remember where they would 

go when we reinstalled the 

new motor. I then went under 

the car to remove the entire 

exhaust system since we were 

replacing the whole thing 

anyway for a stainless one.  

7. Remove the small engine 

strut that looks like a shock 

absorber that is located on the 

fire wall side of the motor.  

8. Remove the hoses going to 

the coolant pipes that are on 

each side of the car and drain 

any coolant from the system. 

You will have some of this 

still in the block but not 

enough to create a big mess. 

9. Remove the coolant pipe that 

runs along side the motor. 

10. Remove the dog bone from 

the motor then remove the 

bracket that connects the dog 

bone to the engine.  

11. Jack up the car and remove 

the wheels, then take out the 

two large bolts that hold the 

strut on to the spindle.      

Remember to scribe the bolt 

position to ensure your  

alignment of your wheels.  

12. Remove the emergency brake 

cables from the brake       

calipers.  

13. Loosen the axle bolt that goes 

thru the hub and pull the 

spindle toward you. You can 

now pull the axle from the 

car then just repeat this for 

the other side.  

14. Remove the nuts to the     

engine mount. Now you will 

be ready to pull the motor, I 

used a load lever and attached 

it to the stock engine removal 

brackets that are on each side 

of the motor with chains and 

bolts with washers.  

15. After the leveler was in place 

I removed the deck lid being 

careful to mark the bolt 

placement for an easier in-

stall after the motor was back 

in the car.  

16. Push the engine crane      

towards the back of the car 

and hook it to the leveler. 

You may have to adjust the 

leveler due to the crane being 

close to the rear fascia.  We 

placed rubber between the 

crane and the car just as a 

precaution.  

17. Raise the crane, and when it 

is snug, proceed to remove 

the transmission mount bolts; 

do not remove these until you 

have the whole assembly sup-

ported as the entire unit will 

fall.  



18. When the mounts are free 

start to remove the whole 

assembly from the car. Go 

slow making sure that you 

have removed anything that 

was attached to the motor and 

transmission. We added a 

slight tilt to the unit to get the 

pulleys to clear the strut 

tower on the passenger side. 

We continued to raise the unit 

until it was above the back of 

the car. We removed the trunk 

gasket to ensure that we did 

not damage it in the removal 

efforts. There is plenty of 

clearance to remove both the 

motor and transmission.  

19. Pulled the crane away from 

the car and lower the motor 

and transmission to the 

ground.  

 

Our effort, in this case, was to 

replace the motor for a new one 

since this one was high mileage 

and had a bad head on it.  

 

Just a few reminders when you do 

a job like this: 

 

First, if you have a manual    

transmission it will be a good idea 

to replace the clutch at the same 

time unless it is new.  

 

It is also a good time to inspect 

any of the other moving parts in 

your drive train.  We found out 

that our project car needed two 

 new wheel bearings as well.  

The biggest advantage to this  

removal is that we did not have to 

remove the cradle from the car 

which would have require us to 

have a way to raise the car high 

enough to get the motor out from 

under the car.  

 

This is also a great time to clean 

out and detail your motor        

compartment for those who want 

to show off their work of a newly 

installed motor.  

 

It is recommended to check your 

motor and transmission mounts at 

this time in case you need to   

replace them.  

 

When you are ready to install 

your new motor, you just have to 

do these steps in reverse. It     

actually only took us about an 

hour to set the new motor and 

transmission back into the car and 

to get it bolted into place.              



This years gathering was yet 

again at Lititz Springs Park with 

the new addition of including a 

show. It was a great showing of 

over 30 cars. There was 4 classes; 

stock fastback, stock notchback, 

custom notchback, and custom 

fastback.  

 

Not only was there a good show, 

but there was a lot of parts being 

sold this year. Anyone who 

wanted to bring out parts they 

weren’t using anymore or parts 

they just had of abundance could 

make a little money by selling 

them. Some of the main sellers 

were Chris Hahn, Chuck Vitak, 

and Tom Derr.  

 

The day was topped off by a great 

cookout and a meeting discussing 

upcoming events for next year 

and also electing board members 

for the 2010 year. The cookout 

was used to raise money for the 

cost of the show and to boost the 

treasury of the club. There were 

hamburgers and hot dogs along 

with plenty of covered dishes to 

account for anyone’s liking.   

 

MAFOA would like to thank all 

its members for being a covered 

dish and having so many parts for 

the swap meet. There weren’t any 

sponsors for this show, and it was 

good to see MAFOA’s own  

members keep the club going.  

 

MAFOA would like to thank one 

of their normal sponsors, Leppo 

Innovations, for the artwork of the 

trophies and attending the show. 

  

Overall, the show was a great 

success, and it will return next 

year for its third year at Lititz. 

New Era 
 

This years Lititz was quite a   

turnaround for the age generation 

of the Fiero driver.  Each year, 

Vince Swistak’s 88 GT 

Jason Crego’s 86 SE 



more and more youths come out 

with an array of cars. Josh     

Weilert, a newly acquired     

member of MAFOA, was at his 

first show ever for this Lititz 

Show. He said, “It was fun seeing 

a lot of fiero people in one area.” 

He also said, “Registering for the 

show was very simple: all I had to 

do was know make, model, year, 

and mileage of my car, and I was 

set. Oh, and the $10 fee was not 

bad since there was a lot of great 

food there.”  

 

The Lititz show offers a time 

where members can meet one 

another as the young generation 

CAR SHOW RESULTS 
 

Stock Notchback 
 

1. Robb Leppo - 84 Indy 

2. AC Dobson - 88 Formula 

3. Hal Sellars - 88 Formula 

 

Custom Notchback 
 

1. Jason Crego - 86 SE 

2. Corey Leppo - 85 GT 

3. Charles Witherspoon - 86 SE 

 

Stock Fastback 
 

1. Vince Swistak - 88 GT 

2. Gary Cashwell - 88 GT 

3. Mike Mayer - 87 GT 

 

Custom Fastback 
 

1. Tom Harding - 86 GT 

2. Tony Soligny - 86 GT 

3. Salena Derr - 87 GT 

 

Tom Harding’s 86 GT 

Robb Leppo’s 84 Indy 



can see how the older generation 

does things, and both can create 

ideas or concepts from each    

others’ cars. It is good to see that 

the Fiero madness can be passed 

down from generation to         

generation; the Fiero owners are 

the only ones who can keep the 

Fiero alive, especially with 

Pontiac not being made anymore. 

It is a hope that the younger    

generation can realize this and 

preserve the greatness that is   

Fiero. 

 

NYFOC Invades 
 

The newly formed New York 

Fiero Owners Community 

(NYFOC) made a strong presence 

at Lititz this year. There were 

three cars present: Tom Harding’s 

blue, Lambo door, 86 GT, AC 

Dobson’s yellow 88 Formula, and 

Jason Crego’s silver custom 87 

SE. All in all, they came away 

with two 1st place and one 2nd 

place trophies.  

 

Leaders of NYFOC, Jason and 

AC, have expressed how excited 

they are to finally have a club 

they can call their own. They 

hope that their main show at  

Watkins Glen could expand and 

grow into a big show held each 

and every year.  

 

The founding members came to 

the show -- Tom and Paige   

Harding, Jason Crego, and AC 

Dobson -- and enjoyed Lititz’s 

laid back style compared to     

Carlisle which is a formal show.  

They liked the swap meet       

opportunities and the food served 

as part of the picnic.  Because of 

this laid back aspect, they       

expressed that they will be back, 

and they will put this show on 

their list of shows to make every 

year, just like Carlisle. 

NYFOC (Left to Right): Tom & Paige Harding, Jason Crego, AC Dobson 

Picnic pavilion with swap meet vendors and shoppers. 



Lititz Show Field Lititz Show Field 

Lititz Show Field Josh Weilert’s 84 SE 

Hal Sellar’s 88 Formula Charles Witherspoon’s 86 SE 



When GM officials gave Pontiac 

the approval for a new radical 

sports car named "Fiero," the goal 

was to produce a car that the   

public would fall in love with.    

Nothing on the level GM was 

about to do had been done since 

the introduction of their flagship 

Corvette. 

 

As physical production began, the 

PR department, at Pontiac    

Headquarters, started their     

campaign to bring the new sports 

car to the public's attention.  Press 

releases, ads, brochures, magazine 

articles, even TV ads began to 

appear in early 1983 for the 1984 

market.  The Fiero fever quickly 

started to spread; customers were 

visiting dealerships to learn of this 

new car and trying to be the first 

to get one.  The bait was set and 

the public bit.  It was turning out 

to be more than GM had         

anticipated. 

 

The best way to sell something is 

to make it a household name, and 

this was the goal.  Here was a 

sports car the average consumer 

could afford with a price tag at 

around $8,000.00, and it was  

being tabbed as a commuter car. 

 

Now that the public's attention 

was captured, it was time to push 

the marketing further.  GM let out 

contracts to produce merchandise 

for sale.  The Fiero itself came 

with nice amenities as options for 

the car: a video tape explaining all 

the goodies that Fiero had     

available, sunshade, and carrying 

case for the sunroof, a carrying 

case for the moon roof glass   

embroidered with GM on it, a five 

piece luggage set (now highly 

sought after item), and a garment 

bag that could be put behind the 

seat.  Owners were offered the 

opportunity to join the official 

Fiero Club. 

 

After the bids came back with 

prices and ideas, GM awarded 

several companies licenses to 

produce items that could be worn, 

played with, or just admired.  

Some of these companies were 

already well known (Mattel, MPC 

Models, Members Only, Hot 

Wheels, Tyco) while others were 

lesser known (Horizon Sports 

Wear and USA Tees).  There 

where companies making Fiero 

items without GM approval trying 

to make a buck off the hype that 

was surrounding the car; GM 

ended up suing several         

manufacturers. 

 

The workers at the plant          

producing the cars were part of 

what was known as The Fiero 

Team.  This team had many  

products available for the        

consumer which could be        

purchased through a catalogue 

called Fiero Team General Store. 

You name it they had it for all 

your recreational needs.  Shirts, 

shorts, duffle bags, coffee cups, 

and even long johns could be or-

dered through the store. 

 

By spring of 1984, the name Fiero 

was everywhere.  Boys not old 

enough to drive could pretend to 

speed down roads with their   



official Fiero Hot Wheel s or 

Tyco Fiero Race Track.  Older 

teens could build an MPC plastic 

1/24 scale model.  Women looked 

very fashionable in their offical 

Fiero wadrobe. Musicians Hall 

and Oates joined the band wagon 

and were featured in an ad with a 

Fiero. Pontiac PR department had 

achieved their goal; the Fiero was 

a marketing success. 

 

Unfortunately, the beloved car 

was going to have a short life. To 

this day, anyone who lived 

through the 80’s knows the name 

"Fiero". 

Item Company Price 

1/24 Fiero Models* MPC $7.99 - $12.00 

Fiero 2m4 Diecast Hot Wheels $0.75 

Fiero Jacket Members Only $45.00 

Key Ring Several Companies Varied 

Fan Club/Newsletter Fiero Fan Club $15.00/year 

Remote Control Fiero Radio Shack $30.00 

Pedal Car N/A N/A 

Fiero Diecast Mattel $6.95 

Luggage for Fiero PLV Inc. N/A 

Some of the Items Available at the Fiero Launch 

Some of the Items Available at the Fiero Team General Store 

Item Price 

Poster $2.99 

Driving Gloves $15.99 

Satin Jacket $46.00 

Jogging Pants $14.95 

Ladies Shorts $7.50 

Union Suit (Long Johns) $25.00 

Baseball Cap $4.95 

Canvas Tote Bag $8.00 

Coffee Mug $7.50 







If it’s March, it’s time to get 

down to FL for the Spring Day-

tona Car Show & Swap Meet and 

the Florida Fiero Council’s annual 

car show/cruise at the Daytona 

Speedway.  Fortunately the trip to 

FL for Phil & I was uneventful 

this year unlike some years when 

we’ve either driven down or back 

in snow. This show within a show 

is always very popular and a great 

way to kick off the car show sea-

son.  Quite a few Fiero enthusiasts 

stay at the same hotel - the Space 

Coast Fiero club always arranges 

for a great rate - and for a few 

days we hang out, cruise off to 

lunch and dinner as a group, go 

go-karting or just enjoy the com-

pany of Fiero friends.  Of course, 

the hotel lobby or parking lot is 

always available for solving the 

problems of the world. 

 

Saturday everyone was at the 

Speedway.  Each year the Fieros 

take over and fill the field near the 

tunnel exit.  Attending the Day-

tona show has been so popular 

over the years and attracted so 

many Fieros that a few years ago 

our little two-seat Fieros were 

honored by having a Fiero and a 

hot rod on the Spring Daytona 

Car Show & Swap Meet dash 

plaques. 

 

This year we were given permis-

sion to have a group photo taken 

of the Fieros on the Daytona 

Speedway track.  Trying to line 

up and make sure no Fiero was 

left out of the picture wasn’t the 

easiest thing to do, but in the end 

the photographer succeeded. 

 

Check out  

http://spacecoastfieros.com/ and 

click on their events section for 

information as March gets 

closer.  All we know so far is that 

the Daytona #14 show has been 

set for March 26 – 28, 2010 and 

we wouldn’t miss it.  

AC Dobson Sr 

Fieros on the Track 



This year our annual Hot Rod 

Power Tour trip was starting in 

Madison, WI so we were able to 

attend the Dell’s Run show held 

every year at the Chula Vista Re-

sort in the Wisconsin Dells. 

We’d like to attend more often – 

the Dell’s Run is always fun - but 

unfortunately the show has, in the 

past, ended the weekend before 

Power Tour starts so we’ve only 

been able to attend a few times 

when Power Tour has started in 

WI.  We left home the day after 

Memorial Day and except for a 

terrible thunder storm in the Ohio 

area on the second day – the rain 

was coming down so hard we had 

to stop at a rest area until it passed 

- the trip was unevent-

ful.  Arriving at the resort on 

Thursday, we joined the other 

early arrivals. 

 

The Dell’s Run is great fun and 

there is an activity to suit every-

one.  Cruise to local restaurants, 

take in one of the many tourist 

attractions, participate in a game 

of Parking Lot Poker, but the best 

and probably most popular activ-

ity is just hanging out in the park-

ing lot of the resort with other 

Fiero enthusiasts.  Bob Holtz, of 

the Capitol City Fiero Club, ar-

ranged this year for a reduced rate 

on Friday at one of the Duck tour 

operations.  The tour operators 

even picked us up at the re-

sort.  After a fun filled and infor-

mative tour of the Wisconsin 

Dells and Lake Delton we were 

returned to the resort.  Saturday 

was the show and there were over 

ninety Fieros entered.  The Dell’s 

Run always brings out some of 

the best Fieros from all over the 

country.  After the show, the an-

nual Dell’s Run Cruise through 

the streets of the Wisconsin Dells 

is always held.  It’s quite some-

thing to see what seems like doz-

ens of Fieros leaving the resort, 

heading for the streets of down-

town where they create some ma-

jor head turning. 

The breakfast banquet is always 

held on Sunday morning, ending 

the weekend with great conversa-

tion, good food and the handing 

out of trophies.  Later, luggage is 

packed, everyone says their good-

byes and the parking lot empties. 

 

If you haven’t attended a Dell’s 

Run you should add it to your 

bucket list of must attend Fiero 

shows. 

Tom Anderson (Best of Show) 

Dell’s Run Field 





Club members and Fiero owners – 

we have a challenge coming this 

Spring.  The Freysinger Cup 

Challenge will pit the Fiero 

against the rest of the Pontiacs 

(and the Oakland).  MAFOA and 

the Keystone State Chapter of 

POCI will compete on Saturday, 

May 15, 2010 at Freysinger 

Pontiac / GMC / Buick, 6251  

Carlisle Pike, Mechanicsburg, 

Pennsylvania, 17050. 

 

MAFOA’s 16th Annual Spring 

Show will be a show not to be 

missed.  Freysinger’s is going all 

out on this show.  Gary 

Freysinger will present the 

Freysinger Cup to the club that 

has the most registered cars    

present, and POCI is probably    

thinking this will be an easy    

trophy with which to walk away.  

But then the POCI foks don’t 

know that much about Fiero 

pride.  The club competition does 

not end there as Gary Freysinger 

will be selecting one car from the 

collective show fields for the 

“Dealer’s Choice – Best of 

Show.”  The selected car will be 

photographed and framed, and the 

picture hung in the Freysinger 

Showroom for the next year to 

commemorate the selection.  The 

winner will also receive the    

photograph.  Personally, I’m   

hoping to see a Fiero on that 

showroom wall.  While MAFOA 

and POCI will be conducting their 

own shows, the inter-club       

festivities do not end with the Cup 

Challenge.  Each MAFOA ballot 

will have a special block for the 

“Best of POCI.”  After the     

compilation of the MAFOA’s 

ballots, the winner of the 

“MAFOA’s Selection – Best of 

POCI” trophy will be presented 

by our club President, Robb 

Leppo to the POCI winner.    

Likewise the winner of the 

“POCI’s Selection – Best of   

MAFOA” trophy will be         

presented by POCI Keystone 

State Chapter President, Steve 

Liebert to the Fiero winner. 

 

There will be six Fiero classes:  

Stock Fastback, Stock Notchback, 

Modified Fastback, Modified 

Notchback, Custom Fastback and 

Custom Notchback.  Trophies will 

again be parts.  1st Place winners 

will receive a Wiper Blade Set / 

Battery Terminal Bolt Set /     

Radiator Cap / Thermostat.    2nd 

Place winners will receive a 

Wiper Blade Set / Battery       

Terminal Bolt Set / Radiator Cap.  

And 3rd Place winners will     

receive a Wiper Blade Set /     

Battery Terminal Bolt Set.     

Winners will be selected by   

popular vote. 

 

The prize table will be stocked 

with parts as well for our Chinese 

Auction.  It will include a V6 

Spark Plug Set, V6 Distributor & 

Rotor, V6 Ignition Control    

Module, V6 Coil, Thermostat, 

Radiator Cap, Front Upper      

Radiator Hose, Front Lower   

Radiator Hose, Front Disc Pad 

Set, Rear Disc Pad Set, V6 Water 

Pump / Alternator Belt, V6 AC 

Belt, two Fuel Filter, two Oil   

Filters, two Air Filters, two PCV 

Valves, Stoners 4-pack kit, etc. 

 

Other show happenings include a 

Tech Session, again done by Brad 

Strine, on AC Recharging and 

Problem Diagnosis.   The Fiero 

selected for the tech session will 

receive a free AC Recharge.  You 

can enter for the free AC recharge 

drawing at the registration table 

the day of the show.  Vendor 

spaces are free, and club members 

are encouraged to bring parts, 

literature and collectibles to swap 

or sell.  Event t-shirts will be free 

and given to the first 30 to        

pre-register / register, but you 

must be present to receive the 

shirt.  Freysingers will provide 

free refreshments and test drives 

in any of their new Pontiac, 

GMC, Buick, Mazda or Hyundai 

vehicles.  While there will be no 

goody bags, each participant will 

receive a free Meguiars car care 

product. 

 

This is a rain or shine event.     

Pre-registration fee is $5 per   

vehicle, and show day registration 

is $7.  Pre-registration may be 

done online through the club  

website at www.mafoa.com or by 

sending the form at the bottom of 

the event flyer.  Pre-registration 

deadline will be April 25, 2010. 

See the flyer on the next page. 



 



 



1985 FIERO GT REBODY -   
1966 FORD GT40 MKII  
 
One of the MAFOA founding 
members (Ken Evanson, member 
number 103) is selling his 1985 
GT outfitted with a 1966 Ford 
GT40 MKII body. The GT40 
body kit was ordered in 1989, and 
was the 8th kit produced by NAF, 
later known as ASPP. This car 
was part of the ASPP display for a 
couple years at Carlisle. The car is 
currently in a state of partial dis-
assembly. A Northstar engine 
with 4T80E transaxle has been 
installed, but nothing else has 
been connected ... no axle shafts, 
exhaust, coolant, wiring, etc. The 
build-up and installation of the 
Northstar has been documented at 
the PFF online forum.  
E-mail: hoowasat@cox.net 
 
1988 WHITE FIERO GT T-TOP 
VIN 1G2PG1190JP219311 - 
Mileage 64K.  Gray Interior, 
Automatic, Rear Spoiler, Air 
Conditioning, Leather Seats, 
Floor Mats, Tilt Wheel, Cruise 
Control, Delay Wipers, Power 
Windows, Power Mirrors,  
Equalizer Cassette FM Stereo 
plus AM “Stereo” Radio, Per-
formance Sound, New Pioneer 
Speakers to replace dried up 
GM’s, Power Trunk, Leather  
Visors, Vanity Mirror, Trunk 
Light, T-top Storage Bags, New 
Battery, Black Lace Wheels, 
Alarm / Remote Start System 
(Disconnected).  Car has never 
been a daily driver. Never seen 
snow, salt or sand. Car is stored 
every winter. Always covered 
with three covers to protect from 
rain, UV and dust. (Hate  
re-detailing for shows.) This car is 
very clean and in very good  
condition. No accidents or rust! 
Oil changed every two thousand 
miles. Major service was done at 

60K. Tires are in good condition. 
Everything is in good working 
order.  Asking $10K. I will  
entertain offers, but I will not lose 
money on this car.  Photos are 
available via email.   
Contact Dana Junkins 
Kittery, Maine  
Fieromaineac@aol.com 
 
MIRROR CONTROL REPAIR 
PLATE 
Reinforcement backing plate  
repairs broken-out remote control 
bezel on driver's door mirror. Kit 
includes easy to follow  
instructions, plate, extra bezel 
nuts, and two extra door panel 
clips.... just in case you break one. 
$9.00 covers the kit and shipping. 
Contact Tom Derr at  
(717) 763-5748 or 
tom6derr@yahoo.com. 
 
GOLD GT FASTBACK CLIP 
Includes: GT fastback panel, sail 
panels (one average condition, 
one cracked), inside sail panels, 
rain channels, trunk lid and wing, 
trunk lid gasket (functional but 
with the usual wear along engine 
bay), tail lights / screws / plastic 
plugs, rear side lights, vents and 
supports, lockset housing, gas cap 
assembly and cable. Not included: 
wiring harness (notchback may be 
adapted), truck latch (can use the 
notchback latch), keyed lockset 
( would want to switch from your 
current car). $590 and must be 
picked up from Harrisburg, PA; 
will not ship.  
Contact Tom Derr at  
(717) 763-5748 or 
tom6derr@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIERO LITERATURE,        
COLLECTIBLES & PARTS 
Over 2,000 items cataloged. 
Dealer Brochures, Owner's Manu-
als, Workshop Manuals,  
Magazines, Pamplets, etc.;  
Models, Die Cast, Pull-back  
Fieros, Slot Cars, Matchbox, Hot 
Wheels, etc.; Body parts, wheels, 
sunroofs, ash tray covers, many 
steering wheels, consoles, etc.; 
Contact Tom Derr at  
(717) 763-5748 or 
tom6derr@yahoo.com. 
 
FOR SALE 1984 INDY 
Automatic, nice interior and rea-
sonable paint for a driver.  I have 
owned this car for 10 years,  The 
engine stopped 3 years ago and 
has been sitting under a car cover 
since.  Wife says it is time to 
sell.  Can email detail pho-
tos.  Asking $1,200.00   
Marvin Thomas   
Monrovia, Maryland      
1-301-865-3660    
 
FIERO DIECAST MODELS 
New Fiero diecast models from 
Motormax, '85 GT, 1/64th scale - 
"Fresh Cherries" series in blue or 
yellow $7.00 ea, "American  
Graffiti" series in black or red - 
$17 ea. Initially released in the 
Fresh Cherries series, it was 
marked as an '84 Fiero. In the 
American Graffiti series it's  
correctly marked as an '85 GT. 
They might be found at  
Wal-Mart, but having hit several 
stores, I've only found a few Fresh 
Cherries and no American Graffiti 
ones. I made a special purchase 
from the Motormax US  
distributor to get the AG ones. 
"The Fiero Toy Box"  
Ray Paulk, cell: 508-922-1961, 
Ray@RaytheRealtor.com.  
Cash, check or Pay pal.  
(add $1.00 for Paypal).  
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FIERO JUMBLE 
ANSWERS 
By Larry Wheeler 
 
ACCELERATOR 
AERONOSE 
BATTERY 
DIPSTICK 
DOORLOCK 
DRIVETRAIN 
FLOORJACK 
FUELTANK 
INJECTORS 
IRONDUKE 
LACEWHEELS 
MOTOR 
MUNCIE 
PISTON 
PONTIAC 
RADIO 
SPEEDOMETER 
VALVES 
WATERPUMP 



(Top) Corey Leppo with his 85 GT Notchback & 87 GT Fastback               (Bottom) Corey’s 87 GT Fastback’s Current State 


