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Larry Wheeler’s 1987 GT on the 2007 “Run for the Keys” in Florida. Photo by Larry Wheeler. 
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The chill in the air has informed us that another year is coming to an end. As a 
matter of fact this is the end of a great year that our club members have enjoyed. For 
myself I have winterized my car and placed it in the garage 
with a cover ready for the New Year to approach. 

 
The 2008 year will be another one of many changes for 

MAFOA members. First, all of the board members have 
been reelected for the year 2008 and are ready to jump into 
activities for a better year than we had for 2007. We will in-
troduce an activity a month starting with the spring show at Carlisle in May. After that 
the club will be doing different activities including shows, rallies, fall color cruises and 
even an end of season picnic thru the end of October. Most people that I have talked 
to or that have sent me e-mail thru out the year are asking for more activities involv-
ing their cars. Hopefully this new format for 2008 will give everyone what they have 
asked for. Check out our web site for specific dates and what the activity is for that 
month, or look for a post on Pennock’s Fiero Forum. 

 
As for the web site, we will set our focus for 2008 to completely redo it making it 

an up to date and informative site. Also I would like to welcome Chuck Vitak who is 
our newest board member who will have the job of working with Vin Latus to make 
this happen. 

 
We are currently in contact with GM and Carlisle Productions trying to get GM to 

bring the following cars to Carlisle in 2008: The Indy Pace Car, the 89 prototype, the 
PPG Pace Car and possibly other Fieros that they take around for display. These 
unique cars have not been to the East coast since the early 1990’s and we think  we 
may have a chance getting them for the GM Nationals in June. I will keep you posted 
on how those meetings are progressing and hopefully we can make this happen. 

 
Winter will give me time to slow down and possibly start on the restoration of our 

87GT that my son purchased. I know that I will miss all of you that I have had the 
pleasure of meeting and talking to at the shows that were in 2007. It’s a great thing to 
me just to get together and talk about the car as the main topic of discussion; I could 
do that for hours at a time. You always seem to pick up new information that you did 
not know before or at the same time pass on information that someone else did not 
know. 

 
One thing I learned from another member this spring was that the 84 Fiero has a 

different dew wipe than the rest of the years after that. To the regular car owner this 
really did not make a difference, but if you were going for a correct restoration than a 
trained eye would catch this. 

 
I want to thank each and every sponsor that supported us throughout the year. 

Without your support, our shows would not be able to continue. Closing this year in 
fine fashion I also thank all of the board members, and anyone else who helped us 
throughout this year to make our club a huge success. Thanks to all the members 
who came to the events and finally thanks goes out to everyone for the great times 
we had together. Enjoy the holidays and stay safe so you can enjoy the New Year. 
You all have been great, see you again in 2008. “Keep the mid engine madness 
alive!”     
 
 
Robb Leppo 
President of Mid Atlantic Fiero Owners Association 

by Robb Leppo, 
President, MAFOA 
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Cruisin’ 
Phil and I took our first vacation post retirement.  We did the "Run for the 
Key's" in October with the Florida Fiero group.  Hadn't been able to partici-

pate in the past because of work obligations, but 
liking the Keys, we made it a point to go this year.  
Even with a dislike of bridges I have no problem 
driving on the Seven Mile Bridge.  The weather was 
nice with only a few warm sprinkles, the water is 
always a nice blue and green and the Florida Fiero 

group is, as always, good company.   
 
It was a pleasure that Phil and I could take our time on this trip.  In the past 
I've only had a few days I could take off and it always seemed that we were 
making quick trips because I had to get back to work.  We stopped first to 
see a friend in Tennessee and then took a new route to Florida.  Rt. 26 out 
of Johnson City, TN gave us some beautiful mountain scenery.  If I have any 
say I would like to make this our new route to Florida.  The trees were just 
beginning to change colors and we just knew that within a week or so this 
route would be spectacular.  Once in Florida we spent some time visiting 
with Phil's brother and his wife and then headed off for our weekend in the 
Keys.   
 
Our trip home had a planned drive on the Blue Ridge Parkway.  It was the 
end of October and the fall colors were getting close to peak.  The day was-
n't perfect because of a rainy system coming through from the Midwest and 
there was a little fog in some areas (actually a lot in some areas), but we 
stayed ahead of the rain and where it wasn't foggy, the views and the colors 
were beautiful.  With the low speed limits you get a chance to just enjoy the 
drive.  The slower pace of the Parkway is quite enjoyable and its twists and 
turns are definitely a Fiero's friend.   
 
NEFA held its annual meeting on Saturday, November 17 at Kick Hill Farm.  
Hollie Parker is always so gracious letting us take over her Keeping Room 
and we thank her.  NEFA has some changes to the BOD for next year.  It's 
always good to have new BOD members with fresh ideas.  We also wel-
comed some new NEFA members that day.  NEFA re-instituted the position 
of Activities Director for 2008, but Activities can't be the responsibility of one 
person.  Let's all work as a whole.  Please share your good ideas.  I know 
that you have some good ideas from sitting around with you at car shows or 
our lunches at Rom's in Sturbridge.  Good ideas have come from these 
talks. 
 
 
I wish everyone Happy Holidays! 
 
Gwen Randolph, President, NEFA 

by Gwen Randolph, 
President, NEFA 

PRIDE YahooGroups - FIERO PRIDE maintains an e-mail list for members only and all MAFOA 
and NEFA members are encouraged to sign up. Members can  keep in touch with the latest club 
news, help each other with problems, post cars or parts for sale, etc. For more info, go to 
www.fieropride.com and at the bottom of the page you will see PRIDE YahooGroups information. 
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Dear Bob, 

I’m not normally one to toot my own horn, but your letter made me so 

happy that I had to show off and include it in the newsletter. 

Thank you very much for your kind words about the Fiero Pride.  I’m 
sure that I speak for the entire Fiero Pride team when I tell you that your 

comments mean so much especially coming from club member #001. 

Thanks for starting all of this! 

Sincerely,  The Fiero Pride team! 
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I know some of you have missed my quarterly picks 
and pans of automotive products and tools for use on our 
Fieros, but starting with this installment I hope to keep 
this up on a regular basis. 

 

First - Want a tool that will replace just about all your 
drill bits?  It's called a Unibit, It's tapered, or "stepped" in 
such a way that the tip of 
the bit starts out at 1/8" 
and you can progressively 
enlarge the hole up to 1/2" 
without needing to change 
drill bits.  All this in one drill 
bit.  It's really ideal for 
making nice clean holes 
without tearing the metal, 
or in our case plastic.  
They come in various 
sizes.  The one pictured 
starts at 1/8" and maxes 
out at 1/2".  Google 
“Unibit” for different manu-
facturers and for more in-
formation.   

 

Next - If your garage is like mine, chances are you 
have a garage door with windows in it.  Want to keep pry-
ing eyes out?   Frost your windows with Krylon or similar 

matte spray paint available in cans.  
Clean and dry the windows well, 
then apply a few coats of paint on 
the inside of the windows.  It will let 
the light in, but is very difficult to see 
through.  They also make a frosted 
window spray for this application, 
but I've found that clear matte spray 
seems to hold up better.  If you de-
cide to go back to clear glass, sim-
ply use a razor blade to scrape the 
windows clear again. 

 

ArmorAll has a product called Gel 
System Wash and Wax.  The power 

wash gel detergent foams up nicely 
and does a good job of cleaning 
without the need for a bucket.  Just 
squirt it on the wet car and wash as 
usual.  The interesting part is that 
before you dry your car, you apply 

the wax gel 
and then rub it 
in until the car 
is dry.  This 
results in a 
slippery 
smooth finish 
and a layer of 
wax protection.  
Pretty neat 
idea. 

 

Here are 
some simple 
tips and tricks 
I've tried that 
work: 

 

Spray Can tops:  The newer spray cans come with a 
squeeze type child proof cap, but the older style caps re-
quire a screwdriver to 
be inserted though an 
opening in the 
lid.  This is an 
inconvenience 
more often 
than not.  If 
you'd like to 
defeat this fea-
ture, just cut a 
3/4"slit into the 
top of the cap 
on the inside.   
This effectively 
breaks the tight 
seal around 
the spray cans 
neck while al-
lowing the top 
to still stay on 
the can.   Just a little squeeze and a pull and the top will 
come off a lot easier and without the aid of a screwdriver.  

 

Utility & razor blades:  They're sharp, even after 
they're too dull to cut anything, but they can still cut you.  I 
have a simple solution.  Cover the blades edge with 
masking tape before throwing it away.  Now if you ever 
have to dig through the trash for the Fiero part you 
shouldn't have thrown away, you won't slice yourself open 
on that discarded blade. 

 

Keep your eyes open for more reviews in upcoming 
editions!! 

 

“Reverend’s Review” 

Product Reviews and Shop Tips 
Submitted by: Andrew "The Reverend" Virzi 

Armor All Gel System Wash and Wax 

Krylon Clear Matte 
- Great for frosting 
your garage win-
dows to foil prying 

eyes. 

The multi-sized “Unibit” 

Want to make it easier to get 

your spray can caps off? 
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The Florida Fiero people enjoy a relaxing weekend in the 
Keys each October and now that I've joined Phil as a retired 
person we joined in on the fun this time.  Under the spell of the 
laid back Keys life, the only rules are to have fun.  It's a 
weekend of hanging out, enjoying good company and, of 
course, the tropical weather.  The Run is started on Friday 
morning, as attendees are collected along the way at 
designated meeting areas.  If you are driving along the Florida 
Turnpike it must be quite the site as a long line of Fieros "Run 
for the Keys."   

Saturday, Key West, about a one-hour's drive from the 
hotel, was on the docket.  An overnight rain had moved out and 
the day looked to be pleasant.  It had been several years since 
Phil and I last visited Key West.  We actually visited Key West 
in 1999 on our first trip together in Phil's newly purchased 
Formula with the SC3800.  Phil had purchased the car in 
Colorado, flown there with a friend of his and driven it back to 
RI.  About two weeks later we packed up the car and headed 
off with no particular itinerary other than we would end up in 
Key West.  That was a fun trip.  So here we were in Key West 
again.  We met up with Larry Wheeler and his cousin as 
planned and walked around soaking up the eclectic Key West 
atmosphere.  There was the required stop at The Blond Giraffe 
for a chocolate covered Key Lime pie slice - a Key West 
favorite.  Of course our cameras were always "ready" to take 
pictures of the old conch architecture.  I love the houses with 
the gingerbread trim.  There is actually a lot of history in Key 
West.   I must say the guys were really nice as they followed 
me into some of the shops, but then the chance to sit down 
from all the walking may have been the perk.  At one point our 
group met up with the rest of the group and we all traveled as a 
good-sized pack for a while, but eventually our group left for 
our planned lunch at the Hogs Breath Saloon. 

We didn't stay for the traditional nightly sunset gathering at 

Mallory Square this time with its street performers and vendors, 
and, of course, the beautiful sunset in the Gulf.  Not only did 
we want to get back to the hotel before dark, but also the late 
afternoon rain had returned.  We did get a little wet as we 
returned to our car, but that's part of the tropical life at that time 
of year I guess.  By the time we got back to the hotel, the rain 
had ended and Saturday evening we all gathered on the dock 
at the hotel overlooking the inlet, drinks in hand, and talked late 
into the evening.   

On Sunday a snorkeling trip had been planned, but 
because the weather didn't look favorable - too much wind was 
forecast for an off shore boating trip - some of the group left for 

home.  The rest of us still wanted a beach trip (can't go to the 
Keys without going to the beach, right?) so a quickly planned 
trip thanks to Mike of Mr. Mike's leather upholstery was 
planned for the Bahia Honda State Park, a short ride over the 
seven mile bridge, which was near our hotel.  I must say that I 
have this "thing" with bridges, but this bridge is very low - 
actually everything is very low in the Keys  - and I have now 
become a pro at crossing this bridge as we did it several times 
during the weekend.  I remember that first trip to Key West 
when I knew I'd have to cross what in my mind I thought of as 
the  "dreaded" seven mile bridge, but when the time came it 
wasn't too painful because it's so low.  

Run For The Keys 

(Key West, Florida that is!) 

 
Florida Key Island Chain, October 2007 

Submitted by: Gwen Randolph 

Photos by Larry Wheeler and Gwen Randolph 

Some of the group hanging out at the hotel dock 

Beautiful blue/green water found in the Keys 

Relaxing view from the hotel dock 
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January 2008:  NEFA lunch at Rom's Restaurant, Sturbridge, MA 
Date to be determined.  Watch for emails. 
 
March 28 - 30, 2008:  Florida Fiero Weekend 2008, Daytona, FL 
What better way to welcome spring then at the Spring Daytona Beach Car Show & Swap Meet held at the Daytona International 
Speedway in Daytona, Florida. The hotel this year is the Hampton Inn Daytona Speedway-Airport, 1715 W International Speedway 
Blvd, Daytona Beach, Florida, 32114, Tel. (386)257-4030.  The rate this year is $89.00 for a King or Double Bed room plus tax.  
Ask for the "Space Coast Fieros" rate when making reservations.  If you have any questions about the Florida Fiero weekend, 
contact Frank at Dragon@SpaceCoastFieros.com.  
 
April 25 - 27, 2008:  The Fiero Factory's 10th (and maybe the last) Annual Swap Meet, Toney, AL    
Last year over 200 people attended. Bring parts to sell or trade, come to buy parts, or simply come to hang out and bench race. 
Don't have any parts? Buying or selling is not a requirement - having fun is. Come for the friends, stay for the Mexican food. De-
tails can be found on The Fiero Factory website - www.thefierofactory.com.  If there is enough interest, Eric Schneck is planning a 
trip, prior to the Swap Meet to the Jack Daniel's Distillery in Lynchburg, TN, on Thursday, April 24th. If Thursday does not work the 
date can be moved, but Eric would rather not encroach on the swap meet days. The distillery tour is free, but you must be 18 
years old (their rules).  Eric needs firm commitments so he can contact the Jack Daniel's people. You can contact Eric at http://
boomtastic.com/ with any questions about the Jack Daniel's tour. 
 
April 26 - 27: Fieros at The Glen 2008. Watkins Glen, NY 
WGI Opening day Thunder Road Tours, follow the pace car around the famed road course.  Cruise the original Glen circuit. Car 
show and more.  Contact A.C. Dobson adobson1@stny.rr.com and stay tuned to www.fieropride.com for more details. 
 
May 17, 2008: Fieros At Carlisle 2008, Carlisle, PA - Join MAFOA for their annual car show in conjunction with the Carlisle Im-
port Kit/Replicar Nationals.  Check out the Fieros At Carlisle page at http://carlisle.fieropride.com/ for details and registration infor-
mation as it becomes available.  
 
June 21, 2008: All GM Nationals 2008, Carlisle, PA - Join MAFOA at the All GM Nationals.  Visit www.carsatcarlisle.com to reg-
ister. Also keep checking the club website at www.fieropride.com for more details. 

 

July 24 - 27, 2008:  Fiero 25th Anniversary Show, Pontiac, MI - The Michigan Fiero Club is proud to announce that it will be 
hosting the Fiero 25th Anniversary Show.  Yes, it’s still about a year away, but you should start planning early. We consider this to 
be the kick-off event to celebrate the 25th Anniversary as a yearlong celebration at all of the Fiero shows in the 12 months that 
follow the show.  We'll be returning to the Marriott at Centerpoint in Pontiac, Michigan.  This is the same hotel that the 20th Anni-
versary was held at and located in the city where Pontiac Excitement was built. For additional info, visit the Michigan Fiero Club 
website at http://www.michiganfieroclub.com or visit the thread on Pennocks Fiero Forum http://www.fiero.nl/forum/Forum1/
HTML/058794.html 

**Check out the calendar page at www.fieropride.com for updates regarding these events and any other events that are 
scheduled during the year. 

Upcoming Fiero Events 

Once over the bridge, Bahia Honda State Park is really 
pretty.  The beaches are not huge, but none of the beaches in 
the Keys are huge, but the view of the beautiful blue/green 
water is just delightful.  Phil and Mike went snorkeling and had 
a great time checking out the colorful fish.  The rest of us non-

snorkelers enjoyed a little swimming in the warm water and 
hanging out on the beach talking, taking pictures and catching 

some rays and trying our best to keep the sunscreen applied. 

Back at the hotel, we spent a little more time in the pool 
and then ended the day at one of the many waterfront 
restaurants in the Keys. 

 

The Run for the Keys. A wonderful Fiero weekend! 

The Seven Mile Bridge as seen from a Fiero 

Phil Randolph & Mr. Mike snorkeling at Bahia Honda State Park 
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Ever wish you could leave your Fiero trunk lid up without 
having the trunk light on? Long days on the show car field with 
your trunk lid up for hours and hours? Parked in your garage 
and you want to leave the lid up overnight? 

The simplest way to accomplish this is to stick something 

into the light switch on the trunk latch to keep the light off but I 
always wanted a more elegant solution. For years, I was stick-
ing a plastic bottle cap into the switch on the trunk latch but 
now I've come up with a better approach and swapped the 

original Fiero trunk light out for one that came from a first gen-
eration (1986-1989) Acura Integra Hatchback. The great thing 
about the hatch light from the Acura is that it's almost the exact 
same size and shape as the original Fiero light and it has an 
OFF-ON switch built right into it. 

I got my light from a 1989 Integra, but I believe the same 
light was used on lots of other Acura and Honda products. 
Here’s how I did my install: 

Step 1 - Open the trunk lid and disable the light. The rea-
sons for doing this are a)  you're going to be messing around 
with the wires a little and you don't want to take the chance 
you'll short something out, and b) the original bulb gets VERY 
VERY HOT. Don't ask me how I know that!! To disable my 
light, I used the same plastic bottle cap stuck into the switch 
that I'd been using for years (pictured). If you don't have any-
thing that works well to stick into the switch, you can always 
just pull a battery cable off. 

Step 2 - Pop the original light out of the bulkhead. 

Step 3 - Take a look at the backs of the original light as-
sembly and the one from the Integra. You can see from the 
pictures that they are very similar in size and shape. Although 

Fiero Tech 

DIY - Switchable Trunk Light 
How to leave your trunk open without 

killing your battery 

 

Photos and article submitted by: Bruce Walters 

Original Fiero trunk light 

My original solution. Plastic cap stuck in the 

First generation Acura 

Integra Hatchback 

Pop the original light out of the bulkhead 

Comparing Fiero and Acura lights. Fiero on top and Acura 

on bottom. Note the OFF-ON switch on the Acura light. 
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the two lights are very similar, the Acura light does not quite fit 
and the hole in the Fiero bulkhead where the trunk light goes 

does need to be opened up a little more to allow the Acura light 
to fit. I pulled the two trunk carpet retainers out and then used a 
flat file to  modify the original hole to accept the Acura light. 

You don't have to remove a lot of material to get it to fit, but it 
does take some filing. 

Step 4 - Once you've got the bulkhead hole modified to 
accept the Acura light, you can put the carpeting back where it 

came from and then make the electrical connections as shown 
in the picture. You could simply cut the original Fiero light con-
nector off of the end of the wires and splice the Acura connec-
tors on but for now I just stuffed the wires into the original con-
nector and electrical taped it together. That way I could swap 
back to the original Fiero light if I ever wanted to and there 
would be no permanent change to the original wiring. 

Step 5 - Once you've made electrical connections, simply 
feed the wires through the bulkhead and push the Acura light 
assembly into the hole. If you were careful with your filing, it 
should snap into place with the two retainer tabs on the ends of 
the plastic light body. 

Step 6 - Enable your trunk light by pulling the plug from 
the switch on the latch or reconnecting your battery cable and 
test out your new light! 

 

Cheap simple mod that works great, fits perfect and looks 
like it came from the factory that way. No more sticking a plug 
into the switch and no more long days out on the show field 
with my trunk light burning all day. Just the way it should have 
originally been designed. 

Back sides of the lights. Acura on left, Fiero on right. Note 

the similarity in size and shape. 

The hole in the bulkhead 
needs to be modified slightly 

to accept the Acura light. 

Remove the two retainers and pull 
the carpet down for easier access 

to the hole in the bulkhead 

Electrical wiring 

Acura Light—Switch ON 
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It started out like any other Saturday morning with the plan 
of going to a car show with Lisa, my wife, and car buddy Mike.  
In fact, it was Mike's idea to attend the show held in Hooksett, 
NH at a welding supply store.  They were offering free trials on 
all their welding equipment and Mike thought it might be a good 
idea to attend the show and maybe get a chance at trying 
some MIG welding equipment. Both Mike and I wanted to learn 
this skill and possibly purchase a welder at some future time.  
After breakfast in a near-by town, Lisa and I drove to the show.  
The store sits high up from the roadway, but we could already 
see the show cars in attendance from the entrance.  I knew it 
was going to be anything but an ordinary Saturday at that 
point. 

We were greeted by a friendly gentleman, an employee of 
the company, who was wearing a light blue show shirt.  He 
smiled and said good morning.  I also said good morning.  He 
then asked if we were there for the car show and I said we 
were.  He then pointed over the roof of our 86 SE and said, 
"You can park over there."  Lisa and I looked in the direction 
that he was pointing in only to find it was in an area adjacent to 
the show parking lot near another business. The area was full 
of pallets and dumpsters.  I thought for a moment that the show 
lot must be full and they were putting the overflow in the 
adjacent lot.  Lisa and I then said in unison, "Over there?"  
"We're NOT going to park next to the dumpsters," Lisa said.  
He explained that the store's lot was for "show cars only."  "But 
this IS a show car," I said.  He looked at our Fiero and said, 
"Oh, it is?"  "Yeaaaahhh," I replied, my patience running thin 
with this person, "We're entering the show."  "Oh, all right," 
came the reply, and he let us go up the hill, as Lisa mumbled 
on about....."moron"......"idiot doesn't know a show 
car"........"what the heck's he thinking?"  At the top of the hill, on 
the main show lot, we were hard pressed to get a good spot, 
so we settled on one next to the building and set up camp.  
After complaining to a couple of the show staff while we 
registered, about barely being allowed in because we didn't 
have a "show car," we met up with Mike who brought his Buick 
GN.   The three of us took a look at the cars and looked at the 
products and services available at the welding store.  I tried out 
a Mig welder for the very first time under the direction and 
supervision of one of their sales people.  They also had a silent 
auction, which will come into play later in the story. 

The car categories for voting were kind of lame by car 
show standards.  The voting ballot was sort of generic and 
included Best Hot Rod, Best Engine, Best Paint, Best Interior, 
Best Import, Best Antique and Best Custom.  I thought it should 
have been broken out a little to include car makes and years, 
and possibly models like Mustang, Camaro and sports car, a 
class we would have won.  Mike at one point during the event, 
noticing no import cars being there, jokingly said, "Hey, I'm 
gonna vote your Fiero for Best Import." 

I said to him, "Oh, please Mike," don't do that.  "I mean, 
suppose I win."  "When I go to get the trophy, the rest of these 
car people are probably either going to laugh at me or throw 
things and call me a cheater or something."  "Oh, don't worry 
about it," he consoled. 

When we first read about the show, I noticed under the 
rules of the show that smoking was not permitted on the show 
field.  I thought to myself, as most smokers do, "Geez, now we 
can't even smoke outside."  As it turned out, the reason was 
really because of all the explosive gasses that are stored in 
and around the building.  I found a comfortable spot on the 
back of one store's welding service trucks with a big back 
bumper to sit on that was off the show lot down the hill near the 
entrance.  I also thought, "Hmmmm, service truck. Wonder how 
many explosive gasses are in this truck I'm smoking by?"  On 
my way back from one of my "down the hill" smoking breaks, 
Mike caught up with me and said, "Hey, ya wanna save some 
money?"  "Sure, but how," I inquired.  "You know that silent 
auction that they have?"  "I looked at it and you can bid on the 
welder and welding helmet you were thinking about buying, 
Mike said."  "Oh, really?"  "Put in a bid a bit above the minimum 
and who knows, you could win."  "I mean you have nothing to 
lose by trying." "OK," I thought. 

A short time after placing my bid, I walked back out to the 
show grounds.  It was nearing trophy time.  A gentleman from 
the welding company came up to me and said, "Are you the 
owner of the Fiero?"  I said, yes, and he went on to explain that 
I had received a lot of votes for my car and he thought I would 
probably get a trophy.  "Great," I thought, but then he said, "But 
how do you want to handle this?"  "Handle what," I thought.  I 
thought I was in trouble or something from the way things 
started out at the beginning of the show.  "Well, you got all the 
votes for the Best Import," he said.  "You're kidding, right," I 
said.  "Oh no," he said.  We then discussed how we could 
make light of the whole thing when the winners were 
announced.  I explained to him that if we don't joke around with 
this, the real car guys are probably going to throw eggs at me 
or something.  Keeping in mind that there were no other 
"imports" there, it wasn't like I was stealing a trophy, but it 
might look weird.  So here I am not expecting a trophy, but 
getting a trophy for a class I couldn't possibly have won in, and 
thinking,  "Man, I'm gonna get booed or have to endure some 
sort of comments from the other participants."  Most all Fiero 
owners have endured some wisecrack now and then so I was 
prepared. 

Just before the trophies came word that I was indeed the 
high bidder on a MIG welder and welding helmet, at what I'd 
like to think of as a large discount over the welding stores sale 
price.  I was thrilled to save even more money on something I 
was going to buy anyway. My anxiety started to grow as they 
announced the car show winners.  "And for Best Import," the 
trophy guy said with just a little giggle in his voice, "Andrew 
Virzi with his 86 Pontiac Fiero SE."  I stepped forward and 
received my congratulatory handshake and trophy amid the 
whispering and giggling of the crowd.  As I turned and walked 
away from the trophy tent, someone yelled out, "What country 
makes that car?"  I just smiled and kept walking back to Lisa 
and Mike. 

For the remainder of the show Mike gave me a little grief 
about my win, but I couldn't help but think if these people really 
were that stupid to think a Fiero was a foreign car, or was it 
their plan all along to embarrass the owner and get a few 
laughs in hopes he wouldn't return next year. 

Till this day, I still wonder. 

Fiero........... The other Import? 

Show Review 
Hooksett, NH, August 2007 

Submitted by: Andrew Virzi 

Editor’s Note: Andy, Of course the Fiero is not a foreign 
car, but it was apparently foreign to the voters! 
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Cars With A/C: 

Step 1 - Open the front compartment and unbolt the 
washer fluid reservoir. You don’t have to disconnect the fluid 
line to the tank, but do unplug the electrical  plug  and move 
the reservoir out of the way. Once the washer fluid tank is out 
of the way, Install clamps on the heater hoses. My clamps are 

from Performance Tool  ½” – ¾” that I got from Summit. Put 
rags under hoses to catch any drips, undo the heater hose 
clamps and slide them down out of the way, then work the 
hoses off of the metal tubes going to the heater core. This may 
be the hardest part of the job!! I’ve done this twice. One car’s 
hoses pulled off easily while the other took an hour of careful 
twisting and pulling with a clothes hanger bent into a couple of 
small hooks to tug here and there, since I didn’t want to tear 
and have to replace the hoses. 

Step 2 - Once the coolant lines are disconnected from the 
heater core you turn your attention to the interior. Carefully 
remove the passenger side speaker grill. Use a wide, flat tool, 
plastic if possible. to pry with. The prongs that hold it are near 

the corners, so I try to pry on the ends. Avoid any sharp 
contact against the dash itself. That will help to prevent 
cracking the dash. After removing the grill, take out the screws 
that hold the speaker to the dash, disconnect the speaker wire 
and set the speaker somewhere safe until you’re ready to put it 
back into the car. 

Step 3 - Spread a trash bag over the passenger side rug 
and put some towels on it under the heater box to catch 
coolant that will come out of the heater box when you remove 
the cover. Coolant is difficult to remove from carpet, so if you 

take some precautions first, you won’t have to. Next, look in 
into the speaker hole and remove the heater core cover’s top 
screw. 

 Step 4 - Once you’ve got the top cover bolt out, move to 
the underside of the dash and if you have the factory sub 
remove it. Then use a 7mm socket to remove the bolt that 
holds the convenience center (the cluster that has the blue 
chime unit) from the heater box cover bracket. 

Step 5 - Remove the three remaining screws that hold the 

heater core cover to the rest of the box and then twist and 
wiggle the cover around break it free from the heater box. 
Once you’ve got it loose, it should come out with no force at all.  

Continued on next page...

Fiero Tech 

Heater Core Replacement 

Submitted by: Bruce Homeyard 

Photos by: Bruce Homeyard and Jazzman 

Heater core hoses and clamps 

inside front compartment 

Remove passenger grill and speaker 

View through passenger side speaker hole. 

Arrow points to location of top cover bolt 

Heater core cover. Lower bolt locations 
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Step6 - Once you’ve got the cover off the heater box, remove 
the two 7mm screws that hold the heater core retaining strap on, 

and then remove the core. Keep the core level or tilted so the 
tubes are pointed upwards to minimize coolant spilling and 
remove the core from the car. 

Step 7 - Once you’ve got the heater core out of the car it’s 
important to clean up any coolant that has leaked or spilled out 
of the old core. Use a rag or paper towels and thoroughly clean 
out the inside of the heater box. Slide the temperature control 
lever to open the flapper door inside the heater box. That will 
gain access to more places where the coolant lays inside. The 
cleaner you get the inside of the box, the sooner you stop 
smelling coolant. You might also try using a cleaner on the 
inside of the box, but the smell usually goes away in week or 
two. I knew my cores were leaking because I could smell 
coolant when I ran the defroster, but they had not yet gotten so 
bad that they had leaked coolant on the rug. If yours has leaked 
on the rug, take out the seat,  and remove the carpet.  Take the 
rug to a car wash, use a scrub brush and Purple Power spray, 
then foam brush it, power wash and then rinse, rinse, rinse. I’ve 
made black (actually gray) trunk carpet look like new with this 
stuff. It may now be so clean that you’ll need to do the same to 
the driver’s side so they match. 

Step8 - Once you’ve got the heater box clean, move the 
foam seal from your old heater core to the new core. Note that 

cars with air conditioning use a different core than cars without 
air. Make sure you get the correct one. I paid about $50 for my 
replacement core. 

Step 9 - Once you’re sure you’ve got the right parts and 
have moved the foam seal to the new core, it’s time to put 
everything back together. Carefully maneuver the new core into 
the heater box with the tubes through the fire wall and bolt the 
core into place with it’s retainer strap. 

Step 10 - Move back up to the front compartment and 
reconnect the lower heater core hose. Then slowly fill the heater 
core with coolant using the upper tube. This will remove most of 
the air from the heater core which makes it easier to get any 
remaining air out of the cooling system later. Reattach the top 
hose and tighten both clamps. Top off and burp the cooling 
system by whatever method you use. Neither of mine leaked 
much coolant so I didn’t have to do much burping. 

Step 11 - Run the car until hot and check everything for 
leaks. Once you’re sure everything is OK, put the heater box 
cover back on and the convenience assembly (the blue dingy 
thingy) back into place. If you have a subwoofer, put it back in 
and reinstall the passenger side speaker and it’s grill. 

 

Cars Without A/C: 

Heater core replacement on cars that do not have AC is 
much simpler than cars with air. On the non-A/C car the heater 
core comes out into the front compartment after removing the 
hoses and an access cover with about six bolts. No need to take 
out the washer reservoir and no need to do anything in the 
interior. 

Open the front deck lid, unscrew the bolts around the 
heater box cover (there’s about six or seven), unscrew the one 
bolt that holds the metal bracket which holds the core in place 
and pull the core out. Once the core is out of the heater box, pull 
the coolant tubes off the core and you’re ready to reverse the 
procedure with a new core. 

Editors Note: The original heater core replacement  article 
by JazzMan can be found on Pennocks Fiero Forum at 
http://www.fiero.nl/forum/Forum2/HTML/043997.html. 

Lower core retainer strap bolt 
New heater core for an A/C equipped car 

Foam seal from heater core tubes. 

Move this seal to your new core. 
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1986 GT Needs a New Home 

Gold, Sunroof, Auto, Many 
new parts including, brakes, 
exhaust, tires, A/C134, well maintained 
with extra parts available.  $3600, open 
to offers.  Contact Bill Rowe (607) 204-
0371 (12/07) 

 

Silver 1988 Fiero GT 

1988 Silver GT, 5 speed manual, 80,000 
miles.  Sunroof, adjustable lumbar, and 
power windows, mirrors, and door locks.  
CD player and short shifter are the only 
modifications. New clutch and hydraulics 
and good tires.  Car is in good condition 
except for some clearcoat peeling on the 
front hood and fenders.  Car is located in 
York, PA.  $5750 OBO.  For more 
information call Pete at 717-891-9784 or 
lobiancop@nesd.k12.pa.us (12/07) 

 

Maroon 1987 Fiero GT  

1987 Automatic Fiero GT, 159,158 
miles. Replaced engine with a Jasper 
short block. New engine has 27,358 
miles on it. Runs great! Has radio with 
CD player.  Built-in speakers in seat 
headrests (not connected). Inspected. 
Has tags. No accidents.  

Defects: There are 2 tears in the driver 
seat, each about 4" long. The passenger 
seat has a small hole in it (about 1/4" in 
diameter). There is a little bit of cracking 
at the bottom, left of the driver side air 
vent. The headliner is drooping and is 
tacked in place. Everything else is in 
very good condition. The air-conditioning 
just recently stopped cooling. I had it 
checked out at a previous time and it 
was working fine. It may just need to be 
recharged. Paint is faded in places. 

Pictures can be found online at http://
r i d e s . w e b s h o t s . c o m /
photo/2462652260102759522iBENgV 

The car is shown with custom wheels. It 

presently has the gray lace wheels 
mounted on it.  

Asking $2,200 obo  

I also have a set of custom wheels (as 
shown in the pictures) with tires, and will 
sell them separately for $200. In fact, if 
you like the custom wheels better, I'll sell 
the car for the same price with those 
wheels mounted.  

Call Rudi Hufnagl at 717-368-3556. 
(12/07) 

 

 

1986 FIERO SE 

1986 Fiero SE - Pampered car from my 
single days. No time with family life 
nowadays-it must go... to a good owner.  
Anything that looked like it needed to be 
replaced has been. A many time trophy 
winner from the 1st years of the Mid 
Atlantic Club and many other shows.  
Defects can be counted on 2 fingers -
small ones I challenge you to even find-
$6,000 neg.  13K plus worth of receipts.  
Please contact Steve at 301-855-5398 if 
interested. (9/07) 

 

 

WHITE 1988 FIERO GT 

Auto transmission. Tan interior. A/C, 
sunroof, power windows, power locks, 
power mirrors, radio, and spoiler. The 
car just turned 11,000 miles going to the 
2007 Carlisle Fiero Show. It took 1st in 
factory stock and the lowest miles. This 
is the 4th year it took a trophy. Car is all 
original and everything works. The car 
gets driven to and from car shows, is 
garage kept and covered. The cover and 
a front bra go along. Recent PA State 
inspection. Price $10,000. Contact 
Donald Heimbach at (610) 845-0275. 
(9/07) 

 

 

SILVER 1987 FIERO GT Northstar 

Only 45000 miles on this custom 4.6 
North Star conversion with 141K miles 
on chassis. Gray cloth interior with  
automatic trans, sunroof, spoiler, door 
locks, radio, wood dash  and console.  
A/C needs to be charged. Restored 1.5 

years ago with new paint, headliner, 
brakes, wheels and tires, engine, 
transmission, and axles. Only driven to 
shows. Took 2nd place in 2006 Modified 
v8 Fastback category at Carlisle. Car is 
also in the 2007 Fiero Store Calendar 
month of September. Price $10,000. 
Contact Donald Heimbach at (610) 845-
0275. (9/07) 

 

WHITE 1988 FIERO GT 

1988 White GT, 5 speed, 178k miles, all 
standard accessories including sun roof. 
Some customizing done, such as 
replaced the GT front fascia, deleted the 
antenna, installed anti theft system. The 
biggest negative is the forward exhaust 
manifold apparently has cracked and 
leaks. Car is currently without tags and 
is located in southern Baltimore County 
MD. Asking $2200.  Call 410-242-8431 
for more info. (3/06) 

 

 

SILVER 1986 FIERO GT 

Excellent condition!! 19,xxx original 
miles, garage stored, all original parts, 
never in an accident. Automatic, air, 
cruise, sunroof, electric locks and 
windows. Silver with rear spoiler wing on 
trunk. Looks and drives like a new car!! 
Located in Southern Indiana. Asking 
$9,000.00. Call for more info (812) 497 - 
0420, best after 6 p.m. (3/06) 

 

 

GOLD 1986 FIERO SE 

1986-SE-V6, Automatic, Sunroof, Gold & 
Tan interior. 18,000 original miles, 
garage-kept carfax clean, car is all like 
new.$6500, Don in Ohio 419-866-1854. 
(3/06) 

 

 

RED 1988 FIERO GT 

We have a 1988 red GT, one owner, in 
perfect condition Fiero. This Fiero is my 
mothers and has been in a climate 
controlled building all it's life. If you know 
anyone interested please call me or my 
brother at 913-908-5553 0r 402-980-
1595 thank you Kim Bateman. (3/06) 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

CARS FOR SALE 

Ads in this issue were copied from the 
club website and are free for current 
members. Contact your club newslet-
ter director if you want an ad that's 
not going online. Contact information 

can be found inside the front cover. 

New Ad! 

New Ad! 

New Ad! 
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GOLD GT FASTBACK CLIP 

Includes GT fastback panel, sail panels 
(one average condition, one cracked), 
inside sail panels, rain channels, trunk 
lid and wing, trunk lid gasket (functional 
but with the usual wear along engine 
bay), tail lights / screws / plastic plugs, 
rear side lights, vents and supports, 
lockset housing, gas cap assembly and 
cable.  Not included: wiring harness 
(notchback may be adapted), truck latch 
(can use the notchback latch), keyed 
lockset ( would want to switch from your 
current car).  $600 and must be picked 
up from Harrisburg, PA; will not ship.  
Contact Tom Derr at (717) 763-5748 or 
tom6derr@yahoo.com. (9/07) 

 

MIRROR CONTROL REPAIR PLATE 

Reinforcement backing plate repairs 
broken-out remote control bezel on 
driver's door mirror.  Kit includes easy to 
follow instructions, plate, extra bezel 
nuts, and two extra door panel clips.... 
just in case you break one.  $9.00 
covers the kit and shipping.  Contact 
Tom Derr at (717) 763-5748 or 
tom6derr@yahoo.com. (9/07) 

 

FIERO PARTS 

Brand new aftermarket front bumper 
cover - $200. Complete exhaust system 
for V6 used very little - $100. Rear struts 
off 87 GT used very little - $45 pair. 
Alternator, brake unit, some glass, 
distributor, wire set, and a lot of Fiero 
nuts, washers, clips, and bolts. Will sell 
all of the above for $500. Contact 
Donald Heimbach at (610) 845-0275. 
(9/07) 

 

WHEELS / SEATS  

Limited edition gold rims with new tires 
15" Gray seats in nice shape seat belts 
and a set of sun visors all for $400.00. 
Contact John at 586-228-5869. (3/06) 

 

JACKING INSTRUCTIONS DECAL 

Under hood decal reproduction.  
Replace your missing or peeling decal. 
$12.00 + $1.00 s&h.  Contact Tom Derr 
a t  ( 7 1 7 )  7 6 3 - 5 7 4 8  o r 
tom6derr@yahoo.com (3/06)

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

PARTS FOR SALE 

COLLECTIBLES 
Ads in this issue were copied from the 
club website and are free for current 
members. Contact your club newslet-
ter director if you want an ad that's 
not going online. Contact information 

can be found inside the front cover. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

Q-n-A - Ask The Fiero Store!! 

 

Q - What's new for 2008? What new products will 
be available? 

 

A - We are working on reproduction dew wipes and 
are currently waiting for our first dew wipe proto-
types. If history is any guide, the first prototype usu-
ally requires modifications. Depending on how 
smoothly that process goes, we hope to have the 
dew wipes ready for sale this summer. Assuming 
that we are successful, dew wipes will certainly be 
one of our most important new products in 2008.  

Also, the 84-86 headlamp motor limit switches and 
the power window switches that were recently dis-
continued by GM are also in the early stages of development. 

In addition, we should also be receiving pre-covered ABS plastic headliners WITHOUT the sunroof cutout in early 
2008. Headliners WITH the sunroof cutout are already available and are currently in stock. 

Guidelines for submitting articles or  

advertising to Fiero Pride 

 

GENERAL: Articles submitted by postal mail or delivered at a club meeting 
should be neatly typed. Photographs will be returned only when requested. 

TEXT: All articles should be saved as text only. Make notes at the beginning 
of the article for any special formatting - such as a chart, etc. If pictures ac-
company the article and you want to refer to them in the article, double  
space where you want them to be placed and include a note indicating the 
proper location for the picture. DO NOT PLACE THE PICTURES INSIDE 
THE WORD PROCESSOR FILES.  

PICTURES: Should be in JPG or TIFF format with a resolution of at least 
150 dpi. Pictures saved at 72 dpi are fine for the internet but are not good 
enough for printing.  

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING: Please contact either newsletter director for 
details on how to including an ad for your business in Fiero Pride.  
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104 Darter Lane 
North Wales, PA 19454 

On the front and rear covers - Fieros on the 2007 “Run for the Keys” weekend in the Florida Keys. See story 

inside for more details on “The Run”. 

 

Gwen Randolph's 1988 T-Top Coupe basking in the Florida sun—Photo by  Gwen Randolph 

Photo by Larry Wheeler 

THE END? 

Want to join our club and get your own copy of Fiero Pride? 
 

This publication is the joint effort of the New England Fiero Association (NEFA) and the 
Mid-Atlantic Fiero Owners Association (MAFOA). We are member run Fiero owners clubs 

with members nationwide. Come join us! 
 

Visit our website at www.fieropride.com or send an email to Newsletter@fieropride.com 
for details on how to join!!!   © 2008 fieropride.com 


