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byJennifer Gilbert
President, MAFOA

Wow it’s summer!  What lovely weather we have been having so far!  Yet another rainy 
Fieros at Carlisle, but that certainly didn’t dampen our turnout as we saw our best turnout 

Brake Check
yet with over 130 Fieros in attendance!  We debuted some new 
classes with much success this year including High Mileage 
Custom, Wild Custom Notchback and Fastback.  Meguiar’s put 
on a sensational tech session and attendance was great!  

However, with all the nasty weather there was a fl utter of discussion over whether or not 
to move our Fiero show to GM Nationals, which usually takes place in mid-June.  While 
all of the directors have been listening to your opinions and talking amongst themselves, 
we just wanted to let you, as members, know that the fi nal decision may not rest with our 
club.  Carlisle Productions is very accommodating to us during Import/Kit-Car/Replicar 
weekend.  Those accommodations may change if we choose to move our show to GM 
Nationals weekend.  That occurrence is almost without a doubt.  All of these things will 
be taken into consideration when the move is discussed at an upcoming board meeting.  
It may be more feasible to make this transition throughout the next year, keeping our 
May show date in 2004 and also showing up in force at GM Nationals 2004 to show 
Carlisle Productions we are serious about the move.  Please take all of these things into 
consideration when the fi nal announcement is made, whenever that may be.

While on the subject of car shows, I’d like to thank all of those who helped to make Fieros 
at Carlisle 2003 possible.  Without the instrumental help of people such as Tom Derr, Bob 
Schlag and Denny Lambert, the show wouldn’t have fl own off the ground as smoothly as 
it did.  Jason Haughey, Don Haag, Bruce Homeyard and Jeff DeDay also did much work 
behind the scenes whether it was fi nding sponsors or setting up hotel accommodations.  
These guys also deserve a round of applause!

The day before the show many of you were on hand to help with setup, even though it 
was pouring rain!  A special thanks goes out to Mark Hoagland for holding Denny’s umbrella 
while Lynn and I went to get French Fries.  The day of the show Jeff Ramberg did a great 
job selling merchandise and Lynn Lambert, Cyndi Gilbert, and last but not least, Illonya 
Homeyard were anchors at our registration table.  Thanks go out as well to our Factory 
Stock Judges Ray Paulk, Josh Bumpus and Clint Nichols.  Jaime Garmen did a great job 
parking cars while Wes Williams rounded up more articles for our upcoming newsletter.

It takes a large crew to run a show and we need your help!  Special incentives will be 
offered to those that help to run future shows.  If we are going to take a big leap, such 
as moving to GM Nationals, we will need even more assistance, so please don’t be afraid 
to lend a hand.

Also on the topic of shows, by the time of publication FINE 2003 will have passed and I 
hope everyone had a good time.  Many of you will soon be venturing to Pontiac, Michigan 
for the 20th Anniversary show sponsored by CFOG-I and Michigan Fiero Club.  For more 
information check out www.cfogi.org.

Mark down August 16 as the date of this year’s Fiero Dutch Classic.  Plan on attending 
our biggest and best FDC yet!  Tons of activities are planned for that day, including some 
brand new ones!

Well, that is all for now!  As I venture out to my car I better dig out my umbrella!
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The 2003 show season has started off with a “BANG”! Rob and I decided, since neither 
one of us was working, “why not go to Florida for the Fiero Weekend in Daytona”? We 

took our maroon T-top Formula out and got her ready for a 
nice LONG trip. On March 16 we left New Hampshire and 
stopped in Virginia for a few days to visit with Rob’s parents. 
FOCOSEVA had invited us to their monthly club meeting and 

since we were right up the street, decided to go. We had a great time and made a bunch 
of new friends: “Fiero” Harry Waggoner, Caroline Calle, Bryan Harding, Dave Guthrie, 
Jim Albright, Bob Carlson, Bob Haas, Al QaQesh, Justin Toney, Timothy Vick and Curry 
Obenshain (Captain Fiero). Then it was off to Cocoa, Florida to visit with my dad and step-
mom before the Daytona show. 

Thursday March 20 we drove up to Daytona and met up with everyone for the weekend 
show. It was an awesome time! There were well over 100 Fieros at the show! Frank and 
Marianna Martin put on one of THE best Fiero shows we have ever been to! We entered 
our Formula in Daily Driver Notchback class - it was a judged class - where we got our very 
fi rst 2nd place trophy and a trophy for furthest driven. Sunday morning it was back down 
to Cocoa to celebrate my dad’s 60th birthday and on Tuesday we headed back to Virginia 
for a few days, all the time anticipating our return trip to pick up our newest addition, a 
1984 Indy Fiero with under 19,000 miles AND a 300HP SuperDuty 4 cylinder! Saturday 
morning, we were on our way! Rob and I were stoked! About 1 1/2 hours later....... *See 
Rob Dabrowski’s related article in this issue of FieroPride.

Driving on RT 83N it started raining a little and the car fi shtailed a little. I asked Rob what 
that was and he said, “Probably a rut in the road”. Hmmm, did you ever have a feeling 
that you just knew something wasn’t right? About fi ve minutes later our son called. I told 
Robbie that I would call him right back because we were getting ready to pass a semi. As 
soon as I hung up, we started fi shtailing - fi rst a little - then a lot! Rob said, “Hold on, we’re 
going under and there isn’t anything I can do”! My side hit the rear driver side tires and we 
proceeded to spin around UNDER the semi! I was fascinated watching everything crunch 
as it was supposed to. My seatbelt locked me VERY tightly into the seat. A piece of glass 
hit my eye and I put my arm up as the t-top glass came down. Then the car stopped! Rob 
and I were like, “Ok, it’s over”. No such luck - the truck started speeding up! Oh my God! 
He didn’t know we were under the truck! The rear tires of the trailer were bouncing up on 
the fender about two feet in front of my face! At that point I panicked and started yelling 
to Rob to make him stop! Rob was standing on the brakes and beeping the horn, but 
nothing! Rob’s side of the car was out from under the truck and he was facing backwards. 
Finally, after what seemed forever, the truck slowed down and stopped. Rob looked at me 
and asked if I was OK. I told him, yes and tried to climb over the center, but got a sharp 
pain in my hip and back and decided it would be better if I didn’t move. Then I noticed all 
the blood. I asked Rob if he was bleeding and he said, “no”. I looked down and my shirt 
was covered in blood from a gash in my arm that was pouring blood everywhere! The 
driver was out of his truck and a few people came up to help and someone I didn’t even 
get to thank put a military style fi eld dressing on my arm. At this point the rescue people 
showed up and closed the highway. Once they got there, there was no chance of climbing 
out of the car on my own. The rescue worker called into the hospital and said, “I have a 
white female, mid 40s”.. I looked at him and said, “I am 38 - YOU would look a lot older 
if you had just been dragged under a semi”! He got a laugh and realized I was fi ne. The 
windshield/t-roof section was cut out of the car and they... Continued on page 5
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You’ve had the misfortune of having an 
accident with your pride and joy. The insur-
ance company wants to give you peanuts 
for your car, heck most of the time the wing 
is worth more than what they want to give 
you. What can you do? I’ve got a few ideas 
and stories that might help you out. Don’t 
give up your baby without a fi ght!

TONY’S STORY
A truck nailed Tony, and since he had 

an 84 four banger the repairs according to 
the insurance appraiser were worth more 
then the $1500 value of the car. But since 
Tony had just fi nished converting his 84 
4-cylinder auto to a V-6 stick shift with 
Notchback GT bodywork, he wasn’t so 
willing to give up on the car. He went to 
one body shop and asked for an estimate 
for just straightening up the frame and do-
ing other work, but stopping at a couple of 
hundred dollars below the value of the car. 
He would fi nish the rest of the work. Since 
the insurance company got a lower estimate 
and Tony got to keep his car, everyone was 
happy. I believe he had to sign a statement 
saying he was authorizing using “like qual-
ity parts”, in other words, junkyard parts. 
This may be your one sticking point since 
some states have laws saying you have to 
use all new parts. These laws where cre-
ated to protect people from dishonest body 
shops who would put cheaper and not as 
well made parts in your car without your 
knowledge. This is especially a problem 
with safety items like bumpers and air 

bags. But at times, the laws end up affect-
ing people it was never intended for. As our 
cars get older and new parts are no longer 
available, “like quality” parts are going to 
be the only choice.

THE PUMPKIN
Some of you know that when I was 

coming back from Florida a couple of 
years ago the Pumpkin ate a guardrail. 
I’m still not totally sure what happened. It 
could have been just me making a mental 
error after driving all day or I had a fl at tire 
and didn’t realize it till I tried turning the 
car onto an off ramp and she kept going 
straight. Since the fl at tire was on the side 
opposite that I hit, I was wondering if the 
tire was already fl at. If you know Fieros, 

the car totaled, I wanted it fi xed. But this 
bonehead pronounced my baby dead, time 
for the CPR. After about two weeks I got a 
check for $4,465, the value of the car minus 
my $100 deductible and the $35 dollars 
they said the value of my car was since I 
wanted to buy it back. I was already starting 
to get the last laugh. The wing is worth ten 
times that. Remember I just wanted my car 
fi xed, not to make money off of the insur-
ance company. I was thinking about putting 
the Pumpkin to rest and buying my buddy’s 
88 GT that had a blown motor, but to get 
the car the way I wanted, it would have 
cost about $6500 and I’m not too thrilled 
with the 88’s because of availability of the 
suspension parts, heck you can’t even fi nd 

Is Your Fiero Totaled?
Submitted by Keith Gerhard

Pumpkin, relaxing in
the sun-Daytona 2003
Picture by 
Larry Wheeler

Having fun with “The Pumpkin”

with the little weight that’s on the front, 
you can have a real low tire and not know 
it and my Z rated stiff sidewalls make it 
even worse. (Of course my ego says it was 
the tire.) After Tony’s little incident I had 
gotten my Fiero appraised for $4,600 by a 
speed shop that also does all kinds of cus-
tom work (sometimes body shops will also 
do it since I had Steve’s car appraised at 
$15,000 dollar replacement value at a body 
shop for the short time I owned it) After 
towing the Pumpkin to a body shop I went 
home, cried myself to sleep and waited till 
the insurance appraiser showed up. When 
he showed up he only glanced at the car 
and said it was totaled. The owner of the 
shop even reminded him that I had “stated 
value” since I had told him I didn’t want 
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Upcoming

Events

front wheel bearings anymore.  Get out the 
defi bulator... Clear!!!!! Terri and I took all 
of the busted up parts off of the car to save 
some money and I had 1/4 of the parts at 
home. While the body shop straightened 
my frame, we gathered together the rest 
of the parts by either ordering them new or 
getting them from some of the Fiero parts 
suppliers. For the sake of time we had the 
shop paint the car. That was a big mistake 
since they didn’t prep it right and the guy 
who painted it was... shall I say... an idiot. 
He actually broke some parts taking the car 
apart to paint it and didn’t even wet sand the 
front and back bumpers when they came 
back from Keystone after getting repaired. 
Needless to say we had to repaint about 3/4 
of the work he did. The owner of the shop 
did take $500 dollars off of the work since 
the painter messed up, which was cool. 
When all was said and done the Pumpkin 
was repaired and after I had it reappraised 
it was again put under full coverage, but I 
had to have a higher deductible this time. 
By the way, I did make some money on the 
deal. Like I said before, I just wanted my 
car fi xed and wasn’t interested in making 
any money, but serves them right for not 
listening to their customers.

The moral of the story is: don’t believe 
everything the insurance company says. If 
you have any kind of work done on the car 
or have a rare model get it appraised and 
pay the full coverage. It’s usually not that 
expensive since the insurance companies 
insure $20,000 plus cars everyday. A couple 
of grand for your car is nothing. I even 
have Terri’s four banger (Blue) appraised 
at $3000 because of the entire body work 
and new paint job. To make it easier for you 
to get the appraised value of the car, keep 
all of your receipts and be realistic on the 
value. If you walk in and say you want to 
put $10,000 on your 84 because you spent 
two years working on it, you’re going to 
have a problem. Your time isn’t really 
worth as much as you think but receipts 
showing the hard cash you spent will help. 
Having a reasonable stated value on the car 
is going to make things easier if you need 
to fi le a claim. Remember, you just want 
to be able to repair your car, not retire if 
you total it out.

Disclaimer: All of this is just my opin-
ion and I hope it helps you out. You might 
want to check into the laws of your state to 
make sure you’re not doing anything illegal. 
Also, always be honest with your insurance 

company. That way they won’t be sending 
you any invitations to come to court or give 
them any reason to drop you. 

PS: Another warning. Before you fi le 
a claim, do a little math and fi nd out what 
your surcharge will be. Usually it’s a per-
centile of your yearly premium for your 
most expensive car. This is added to your 
policy for a year. Terri had an incident 
with the R/T on an over salted road and 
had $1200 damage done to the truck. The 
surcharge over the year was about $800-
$900 so I was only saving $300 at the most, 
but I was thinking, “Heck, this is why I pay 
insurance”. Boy was I in for a shock. About 
a year later we got a notice that they where 
going to cancel our insurance because we 
had the one accident in March 2000 and 
the other in January 2002. Two accidents 
in a three-year period. (Nice of them to 
let us know). If I had known I just would 
have paid for the truck out of my pocket. 
The worse part is in March the Fiero’s ac-
cident would have dropped off because it 
would have been over three years. So af-
ter nine years and only two accidents that 
totaled six grand of claims and no tickets, 
they wanted to cancel us. It’s not like we 
totaled a $20,000 brand new car. Thanks 
to some quick talking by my agent in PA 
and Terri and I having a clean record (yes, 
it’s amazing I have a clean record) we got 
reinstated. Good thing, since I found one 
company who would have picked us up for 
the same amount each year, but no stated 
value on the Fieros and $500 deductible. 
Moral of this story: it might be better 
to eat the money on an accident if it’s a 
small fender bender, as long as there is no 
one else involved and no one hurt. Also, 
sometimes having an agent as a middleman 
can be a good thing since you can have 
someone to fi ght for you.

July 17 - 20, 2003
20th anniversary of the Fiero - Pontiac, 
MI.  Check out www.CFOG-i.com

July 19, 2003
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Car Show

July 31 - August 3, 2003
CANCELLED
FOCOA Nationals at the Imperial Palace 
in Las Vegas, NV

August 16, 2003
4TH Annual Fiero Dutch Classic - Zinns 
Park, Denver, PA

August 31, 2003
Spindle’s 23rd Annual Car Show and 
Swap Meet - Marshfi eld Fairgrounds, 
Marshfi eld, MA.  Check out http:
//members.tripod.com/spindlescarclub/
interest.htm

September 7, 2003
Fierorama - Oak Brook, IL - Sponsored 
by NIFE

October 12, 2003
12th Annual Stratham Hill Car and Bike 
Show, Stratham, NH

NEFA President's Corner, continued from page 3
used the jaws-of-life on the passenger side door to pull me out of the car. They placed 

me on a gurney and I looked up, still looking at the underside of the truck and I told them, 
“I have already seen enough of the underside of this truck”! They took me to the hospital 
where they put stitches in my arm. 

After that incident, I will NEVER underestimate the safety of our little cars. Everything 
functioned as it was supposed to and saved our lives! I was told at the hospital that if 
I hadn’t been wearing a seatbelt that I would NOT have made it, that I would have been 
thrown out of the car and under the wheels of the semi. Instead, all I ended up with were 
four stitches and some bruises and Rob walked away just a little sore! 

May our Formula rest in peace for a job well done, 1988 - 3/29/2003.
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I decided that I wanted to make my 
car a little more custom by adding some 
aftermarket seats, so I looked on eBay to 
see what was out there. 

First I looked into getting some seat 
covers from Mr. Mikes, but for their price 
I found I could get new aftermarket seats 
that would offer better support than the 
stock seats. The fi rst thing I did was to get 
some rough measurements of the stock 
seats. The stock seats are about 20” wide, 
22-1/2” deep, and 31” tall and just fi t in-
side the car so it was imperative that I fi nd 
something of similar dimensions. I found 
some Grey and Black Monza racing seats 
for $430 and the colors match my interior 
perfectly. The seats are 22” wide, 23” deep, 
and 35” tall which is close enough to fi t, 
but had to be literally squeezed in. 

The new seats came with their own 
seat track mechanism that looked really 
nice, Unfortunately, this track system was 
too wide to be used in the Fiero without 

difference in width of the boltholes was 
3/4” per side so that is the spacing between 
the bolt patterns on the adapters. I centered 
the other dimensions so that the new seat 
bolt holes are 1-1/8” from the 2” end and 
3/8” from the 16” side. The old seat bolt 
pattern is 1-15/16” from the 2” end and 
3/8” from the opposite 16” end. Counter-
sunk head metric bolts were used to mount 

for my back and make me feel like part of 
the car. They really wrap around you. 

Most of the work was done at my ma-
chine shop, but it can be done at home with 
a drill and a hand saw. Overall, it wasn’t 
too diffi cult and I am very pleased with 
my results.

How to add aftermarket
seats to your Fiero

Submitted by John Haddock

cutting the stock mounting studs 
off and drilling into the fl oor pan. 
Not wanting to do either of these 
things I needed a plan “B”.  After 
measuring the bolt patterns of the 
seats I found that the new seats 
had a bolt pattern of 15” wide by 
12-1/8” long while the old seats 
were 13-1/2”wide by 13-3/4” 
long.  A couple of fl at pieces of 
metal roughly 2” wide by 16” long 
would, I fi gured, do the trick. My 
local Home Depot had 2” wide by 
36” long by about 3/16” thick fl at 
stock and I purchased two of these 
for less than $20. I took them to 
my work place and cut them into 
four 2” by 16” pieces which gave 
me two left and two right side 
adapters. The reason for this is that 
I needed to notch them out for the 
release mechanisms on either side 
of the stock seat tracks. 

Holes were spaced out evenly 
on the adapters. I knew that the 

the adapter to the new seats and 
countersunk head 5/16” screws, 
lock washers, and nuts were 
used to mount the adapters to 
the seat tracks. After notching 
the adapter brackets for the seat 
adjustment mechanism, I was 
able to coax the seats into the car 
and get them bolted down. The 
new seats are more supportive 

Lowered adapters

Finished project
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MAFOA 
MERCHANDISE

Show off your club col ors and 
sup port your club for the fu ture! 
We have several items of ap par el 
and ac ces so ries for your car which 
have the club logo em bla zoned 
on them. Also avail able are a 
few toy Fieros. Any profi ts made 
from these items go into the club 
trea sury, to make a better club for 
everyone. Contact Jeff Ramberg 
(see Page 2 for contact info) for 
avail abil i ty as some items may not 
be avail able anymore or may need 
to be ordered. Any one have ideas 
for ad di tion al items?

T-SHIRTS: Available in several colors, grey 
and stonewash blue are most pop u lar. Print ed 
with red and gold MAFOA logo on front. $12.00 
each.
New T-shirt Design Now Available! New New T-shirt Design Now Available! New New T-shirt Design Now Available!
t-shirts have a large Fiero Em blem, with Mid 
At lan tic Fiero Own ers As so ci a tion printed on the 
front and www.fi eropride.com on the back. $12.00 
each.
SWEATSHIRTS: Grey sweatshirts are most 
popular, oth er col ors are avail able by special 
or der. Print ed with red and gold MAFOA logo on 
front and www.fi eropride.com on the back. $18 
each.
VINYL WINDOW STICKERS: Vinyl 
stickers depicting the MAFOA logo for rear 
window, to show your club loy al ty as you drive 
around, and at shows. These are very similar to 
the stick ers you’ve seen on oth er member’s cars 
in the past, but with club website included. New 
Low Price $5.00 each.
WINDOW-MOUNTED FLAGS: This is 
a nice fl ag about 12"x14" made from gold or 
red ny lon fabric, double thickness, with large 
Pe gasus shield and MAFOA logo printed in black. 
It’s mount ed on a pole (about 20" long) that is 
made to clip over the top edge of a win dow. It 
can also clip on sunroof glass, or the fl ag can 
be re moved from the pole and slipped onto the 
antenna. $12.00 each.
FIERO HAT PINS: We have a few dif fer ent 
designs. Will have pictures in future issues.

We are looking into engraved name tags 
and lapel pins featuring the MAFOA 
logo.

KICK HILL FARM
Fiero Parts

www.kickhill.com

860-642-4362
Fax 860-642-7107

464 Kick Hill Road, Lebanon, CT 06249

will be returned when desired.
TEXT: When using the internet to submit word processing 

fi les, you can send them as email or as attachments to email, 
but please do not spend a lot of time formatting the fi les. All 
articles are formatted in the page makeup program. All articles 
should be saved as "text only". Make note at the beginning of 
the article for any special formatting - such as a chart, etc.

If pictures accompany the article and you want to refer to 
them in the article, double space where you want them to be 
placed and include a note saying that. 

DO NOT PLACE THE PICTURES INSIDE THE WORD 
PROCESSOR FILES - send them separately. Number the 
pictures, refer to them by number in the article, and write 
captions for each picture - by number - at the end of the 
article.  

PICTURES: When pictures are included and sent over 
the internet, ideally they should be saved as JPGs or TIFFs. 
Always save the resolution for pictures at least 150 dpi. The 
best size for sending over the internet is 4 inches wide at 150 
dpi resolution. JPGs saved at 72 dpi are fi ne for the internet 
but are not good enough for printing. You do not have to 
size the pictures or remove the color. That is all taken care 
of in production. If you use a digital camera and do not have 
facilities for altering your pictures, just send them the way 
they are.

ADVERTISING: if you have someone who wants to purchase 
advertising space, have them pick a width and heighth for their 
ad. Include all materials needed to make up the ad, pictures, 
text, etc. and send to the editor. A proof of the ad can be 
faxed to the customer, if required. Determining the price and 
all other considerations for the ad should be discussed with 
the president of your club well in advance of the issue it is 
to run in.

Submitting Material for Fiero Pride

FIEROISMS
• Fieros are distant relatives to rabbits. They 

multiply overnight right in your driveway.
• You can never fi x a Fiero; you can only work 

on it.
• The sum of the Fiero parts required will 

always be more then the Fieros’ fi nal value 
when completed.

• The chance that you have a Lotus suspension 
is equal to that of Keanu Reeves actually 
knowing Kung Fu.

• If you have your plenum off and manifold 
uncovered and drop a bolt, it will land right 
in the intake port and the intake valve WILL 
be open.

• The chances that your stock radio will eat 
tapes is directly related to how much you 
like that tape.

• That strange noise you heard in the engine bay 
will disappear the moment you drive into the 
mechanic’s shop.

• You will never have enough time, energy or 
money to complete a kit car.

• If your Fiero runs good, you must be in 
heaven.

Here are a few  guidelines for submitting articles or 
advertising to be run in Fiero Pride newsletter. These are not 
carved in stone and should be used when they can be. Articles 
submitted by postal mail or delivered at a club meeting should 
be neatly typed when possible for OCR scanning. Photographs 
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The door molding (Photo #1) had seen its 
share of contact with other car doors being 
opened. The nicks were repaired using spot 
putty. Scuff the nicked area a little to give 
the putty a place to adhere, then apply the 
putty, let it dry and sand. If the area that 

Project T-5:Submitted by Andrew Virzi

The areas behind the rear wheels (Photo 
#3) on the Fiero can be rust prone. When 
you have the plastic wheel wells out, take 
a look at the frame rail and welded metal 
sections by the side of the trunk area. 

bundled wires with masking tape to keep 
them together then wrap the tied wires with 
newspaper and a couple of loops of masking 
tape to secure it all together. Hang the wires 
from a hook or have an assistant, in this 

was nicked is still low and needs to be fi lled 
again, reapply more putty until the fi nished 
surface is level with the surrounding 
surface. Wet sanding with either 320 or 400 
grit paper works well. Because the putty is 
generally orange or green it will require you 
to repaint the molding black, or as we’ll do 
with Project T-5, make it body color.

Marine epoxy, available in the auto parts 
section of Wal-Mart for about $2 (Photo #2), 
was used to repair the rocker molding that 
was cracked and broken. It’s quick, easy 
to use and very strong. Unlike the messy 
two part liquid style epoxies, it’s dry to the 
touch and must be mixed, or kneaded, in 
your hand a lot like the old silly putty we 
had as kids. I also found it’s invaluable for 
repairing small broken pieces of hard plastic 
or sheet molded compound.

Anywhere two pieces of metal are joined, 
that’s where rust is likely to be. A good 
grinding, or better yet, sandblasting of the 
area and the use of a 
pointy instrument will 
reveal weak areas in 
the metal that you 
can have welded and 
repaired. In most 
cases, as in ours, I 
merely affi xed a piece 
of thin galvanized 
metal to the area 
that has a small 
hole and then used a 
fi berglass reinforced 
filler to keep the 
metal in place to seal 
and waterproof the 
area. A light sanding 
to contour the filler, some primer and 
black paint will disguise the area nicely. 
Undercoating can also help seal the area 
for additional insurance.

When painting around the front under 
hood areas (Photo#4), all the wiring must 
be wrapped in paper, newspaper here, 
as to avoid paint over spray. Tie up the 

case Lisa, hold the wrapped wires 
out of the way so you can get to 
all the exposed areas that need to 
be painted.

Newspaper vs. real body shop 
masking paper: During project 
T-5 we used both. Newspaper is 
cheaper and easier to acquire than 
“real” masking paper. It can be 
used in less critical interior areas, 
like under the hood or wrapping 
wires. It does have it’s drawbacks, 
like not being waterproof when wet 

sanding adjacent masked off area, it tears 
easily and it sometimes has small holes in 
it near the top and bottom that will allow 

paint to get through. 
It’s also not as “tight” 
as real masking paper 
and won’t protect as 
well as the heavier 
bodied masking 
paper. The green 
masking paper, as 
mentioned, is pretty 
waterproof, durable 
and doesn’t tear as 
easily. A sharp utility 
cutter is handy here. 
Manufactured by CR 
Paper Co., it comes in 
750-foot rolls in three 
different widths - 12”, 

18” and 36” that are generally around $21. 
For that price you would get three rolls of 
the 12”, two rolls of the 18” and one roll of 
the 36” widths.

A masking machine, around $50 for a 
budget model, is also helpful in dispensing 
this paper, or you can build one from wood 
for very little money. Just think about a 

1
3

2

4
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Painting a Fiero, Part 2
BIG paper towel holder and you’ll get the 
idea. Unless you mask a lot, you’ll save 
money by either not having one or building 
one. They also have a “waxed paper” type 
white masking paper that is very resilient 
to keeping out sprayed materials and is 
suitable for clear coat coatings. The same 
amounts will cost you around $66. Nothing 
in this painting project is cheap.

I think we’ll skip using the “white 
paper”. 

Although you can save money using 
newspaper over masking paper, do yourself 
a favor, as I found out, and don’t skimp on 
the masking tape. The three rolls for a 
dollar just doesn’t cut it. The best tape is 
for automotive use and is made by 3M. It 
comes in a variety of widths and is sticky 
enough to hold, but releases easily without 

a lot of adhesive left behind if the tape is on your 
project for more than a few days. It’s about $3 
a roll.

Masking techniques: What I like to call reverse 
masking is placing the tape halfway onto a surface 
and using the rest of the exposed surface to hold 
the masking paper (Photos #5 and #6). This is an 
effective technique when masking along the door 
jams. Of course, in this example, the door is off 
so it’s a little easier to do than with the door on. 
The same technique can be used for masking off 
the front trunk area.

Use a sharp razor to trim the masking paper to 
fi t (Photo #7). A second line of tape will be applied 
at this cut to secure the paper to the existing 
masking tape (Photo #8). 

You can mask a curve by the ‘A’ pillar by slightly 
stretching the masking tape and then applying it 
(Photo #9). 

9

8

7

6

5
Continued on next page
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Practice will make you a “master masker” 
in no time.

Lisa used Dupont’s 3919S prep-sol 
to clean and sand scuffed areas before 
application of the SEM rust shield paint 
(Photo #10). Dupont’s 3919S prep-sol 
cleaner is a universal cleaner for removing 
tar, silicone and oils from any surface without 
doing damage to a fully cured, previously 
painted area, or for use as a sanding aid to 
clean while sanding bare metal. A thorough 
cleaning of an area, such as under the hood 
and inside the doors where silicones and 
oil may be invisibly present is important 
to having the paint lie down properly and 
adhere to the prepared area.

A clean spray gun with properly mixed 
paint and a painting mask is key to a well-
done, durable paint refi nish and for your 
health (Photo# 11). In that photo I am 
preparing the paint and paint gun before 
spraying the black in the hood and door jam 
areas. I have found the rust shield seems 
a little easier to apply when reduced about 
25% with lacquer thinner. SEM recommends 
using it as is out of the can.  Good lighting 
in your spraying area is always a plus, but 
much more so when spraying black... 

Using products from both Dupont 
and SEM companies makes pre-paint 

preparation and painting 
easy. SEM’s product 
line includes these two 
products: 38104 rust 
shield which is a rust 
and corrosion control 
paint that’s great for the 
inside of doors, door jam 
areas, rocker panels and 
anywhere under the front 
or rear hood areas that 
are factory black. I have 
found that using a spray 
can of 39143 trim black 
to be excellent for exterior 
areas that are black, like 
door mirror housings 
and sail panel windows. 
Unfortunately, 39143 is not available in 
quarts for spraying out of a paint gun. I 
used the satin black version of both of 
these products, but they are also available 
in a gloss fi nish that I’ve found is a little 
too shiny for the Fieros trim. Since black 
is not always black... when you use these 
products you will fi nd that they are close, 
but not exactly the same type of “factory” 
black that was used on the Fiero. If you’d 
like exposed areas that are black to be a bit 
shinier, you can apply some type of Armor- 
All a few months after the paint has cured 
and that will increase the gloss. 

This is what the front of the car looked 
like after being painted black with SEM’s 
rust shield (Photo #12). The headlight 
assemblies were disassembled, cleaned and 
repainted with rust shield and reinstalled 
along with the front wiring. The headlight 
assemblies can also be sprayed with SEM 
39143 with the same good results.

In the next installment we’ll discuss the 
how’s and why’s of “jambing” a car before 
painting and the paint materials needed. I’ll 
also discuss the cost to have the car sprayed 
professionally. Until next time...

10
11

12

Continued from page 9
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BOB EARL KNOWS every twist and turn of 
Sears Point International Raceway.

When he’s not busy driving on the 
International Motor Sports Association 
(IMSA) Camel GTU circuit, Earl spends 
part of his time as a driving instructor for 
the Bob Bondurant Driving School, which 
is based at Sears Point.

 “I’ve been working for the Bondurant 
School off and on since 1971,” Earl says, 

Blasts from Fiero’s Racing Past
Bob Earl & Huffaker Engineering: 
Home Town Heroes!

Submitted by Neil Kline. This article came from the
Ford California Camel GT program for August 3-4, 1985.

Continued on next page

FIEROS AND THEIR DEVOTED drivers from 
all over the US & Canada returned to their 
Michigan birthplace in July to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of the introduction of the 
Fiero.  Starting on Thursday, July 17 and 
ending on Sunday, July 20, activities were 
planned to entertain all who made the trip.  
Road races at Waterford Hills Raceway, 
drag races at the Milan Dragway, a cruise 
down the famous Woodward Avenue, tech 
sessions, just hanging out in the hotel 
parking lot, and much more...there was 
something for everyone.

People who only knew each other by 
their screen names on Pennock’s Forum 
were able to match the name with the face.  
Without those plastic name badges, what 
would we do?

If you didn’t attend the 20th, you 
missed the banquet and the lively banter 
between Hulki Aldikacti, the father of 
the Fiero, and Robert Parkinson, the head 
marketing person on the Fiero project.  
They related many stories from their days 

developing and promoting our cars.  They 
were also most gracious and autographed 
everything placed in front of them.  It was 
very amusing to see a gentleman carry in 

Some of the 400+ Fieros in attendance

“so if I don’t know how to drive the track 
now, I never will!”

Earl 34, was chief instructor for eight 
years before he took up racing as a full-time 
profession in 1979.

Today he is one of the top stars in the 
GTU (Grand Touring cars with engines un-
der 3 liters) circuit. And he rates as a strong 
favorite to capture GTU honors 

a complete dashboard.
The 20th was defi nitely a fun time and 

there will be more on this anniversary show 
in an up-coming issue.  Stay tuned!

This just in:This just in:
Report from the 20th Anniversary
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Hometown Heroes
Continued from previous page

Return from Daytona
Some of you know that we were head-

ing to the Pittsburgh area to pick up a new 
car - Fiero even - on our way home from 
the Daytona show.  Saturday, March 29, 
started out as planned, but quickly turned 
into a day from hell for our friends and us. 
The trip began at 4:30 a.m. for Boomtastic 
and MsBeth when they left MA. We left at 
6:00 a.m. from Virginia Beach and planned 
to meet up with Boomtastic and MsBeth. 
The weather for us was nice at fi rst, but 
got shitty when we got into PA. Weather 
in MA and CT was rainy for Eric and Beth. 
They were driving his Dakota, pulling his 
BRAND NEW trailer. About 9:30 a.m. we 
received a call from Eric. They had gotten 
into a major wreck. Some punk, 17-year-
old kid decided to take mom’s car on a 

joy ride - no license mind you - and lost 
control in the left lane and forced Eric and 
Beth into the right hand guardrail, head on. 
As if that wasn’t enough, they got broad-
sided by a Schneider semi. Not a pretty 
sight, I’m sure, but fortunately they both 
survived the incident with just bumps and 
bruises (we hope). The truck and trailer 
are unfortunately totaled.  We were in to-
tal shock and disbelief and worried about 
them! We called our son in NH to go get 
them at the Stamford hospital and bring 
them home.  We called the seller to get 
prices on a U-Haul and trailer combo to 
bring the new car home, but it was way 
more then I could afford ($1000+) so we 
decided to get the car later and head home 
to New Hampshire, all the time keeping in 

touch with Eric, Beth and my son.
On Rt. 83 North outside of Harrisburg 

PA we came up on some bad rain. I bumped 
it down a notch or two - actually I slowed 
down to under the 65-mile per hour speed 
limit because there was a semi in the right 
lane. Trying to get around him, I got in the 
left lane which had a four-foot concrete 
barrier placed right at the edge of the lane 
(no shoulder space to the left). As soon 
as I got into the turbulence of the trailer I 
hit a big puddle in the road. Needless to 
say, we started to skid out of control. It all 
happened so quickly, yet I remember it all! 
Skid to the left and spin to the right, right 
under the semi trailer. I remember looking 
at Renee and telling her to hold on cause 
we were going under and there was noth-
ing I could do. It was like a carnival ride 
gone wild! We spun out front fi rst under 
the trailer and watched the windshield fold 
down and the tops shatter.  Then we caught 
on an I beam UNDER the truck and spun 
around backwards with the right side front 
wheel of our car rubbing against the right 
rear trailer tire. As I gained my orientation 
I was relived that it would all soon end - at 
least I thought that the truck was going to 
stop. To my surprise, we started to acceler-
ate, hung up under the trailer getting pulled 
backwards while my foot was constantly 
on the brakes. This is when we stared to 
panic a little! It was obvious that the driver 
of the rig had NO idea that we were under 
the trailer. The only indicator for him was 
about a foot of the front of the car sticking 
out from under the trailer on the passenger 
side. Anyway, we got dragged like this for 
what seemed forever.  Later, when we went 
back to the scene of the accident, we real-
ized that he had pulled us like this for a 
little under a mile. Finally the truck started 
to slow down and I knew things were com-
ing to an end. All the time under the trailer 
we watched the trailer wheel rub up against 
the car, bouncing off the ground as if it was 
ready to come over us. We fi nally came to 
a stop! Thank God!!! I open the door and 
stepped out of the car. Not a single bump or 
bruise. Renee, on the other hand was stuck.  
Not pinned and not hurt (except of a gash 
on her elbow), but not enough room to get 
out. The driver of the rig ran around and 

Sunday during the 25-lap Camel GTO/
GTU race.

Earl will be driving the number 55 
STP Son of a Gun Pontiac Fiero prepared 
by Joe Huffaker, who is in the process of 
relocating his engine shops to the Sears 
Point complex.

If ever there was a local team for the Bay 
Area motorsports fans to root for, this is it - 
especially if they want to root for winners.

Earl made his fi rst appearance of the 
season in the fi fth event, the Los Angeles 
Times/Nissan Grand Prix at Riverside. He 
surprised a lot of folks by qualifying sec-
ond, but engine problems put him out.

Then came the Nissan Triple Crown at 
Monterey, and after not being able to make 
a qualifying run due to mechanical prob-
lems, Earl started at the back of the pack 
and came home the fi rst-place GTU car.

Talk about impressive drives!
“That was a real special victory for us 

because it was close to home, and we had 
so many problems,” Earl said.  “Because 
of Joe’s reputation, I knew the car would 
be a good one. I just didn’t know it would 
be that good that fast.”

Earl followed his Laguna Seca victory 
with an easy class win at the Camel GT 

Grand Prix of Charlotte. He started on the 
pole and fi nished second overall in the 
combined GTO/GTU event.

Since then, he has fi nished fi fth at Lime 
Rock, had engine problems at Mid-Ohio 
and failed to fi nish, and won at Watkins 
Glen.

His Watkins Glen victory moved him 
up to fi fth in the Camel GTU point stand-
ings, not bad for a guy who missed the fi rst 
four races of the season.

“Watkins Glen was my best drive 
of the year,” Earl says. “It was a three-
hour sprint race, and Chris (Cord) really 
pushed me hard.

“GTU is the most competitive series in 
IMSA racing today. The manufacturers are 
really getting involved. GTU used to be a 
Mazda show, but our Pontiac is pretty quick 
because of the development work Joe has 
done. Then you’ve got Chris Cord’s Toyota, 
and Clay Young’s Pontiac and you’ve got a 
real good series going.

“I’m having a real good year, consider-
ing the fact that Joe is still trying to fi gure 
the car out yet. Things are going well, but 
we really want to do well at Sears Point.

“You really want to win the ones on 
your home turf.”
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couldn’t believe what he saw. Most amaz-
ing to him was the fact that I walked out 
as if nothing happened and that Renee was 
OK as well. He fi gured, as did everyone 

After the accident at Bob Schlag’s garage.

all that, she fi red right up and I DROVE her 
into Bob’s garage, but all that mattered at 
that point was that no lives or limbs were 
lost. Bumps and bruises heal with time, but 

else who showed up on the scene, 
that we were dead. Everyone was 
in disbelief that we walked away 
from this accident.  I kept telling 
everyone at the accident scene that 
if anyone talked smack about the 
safety of a Fiero, they should just 
tell them what they had witnessed. 
All I have to say is someone was 
looking over all of us that day! 

A whole bunch of gratitude goes 
out to Bob and Penny Schlag, who 
dropped everything and came out 
to the Harrisburg hospital to help 
us with the rental car arrangements, 
getting the car out of the rain and 
into one of their dry stalls and just 
being there for us at a time of need!! 
We GREATLY APPRECIATED the 
help!!

Here are some pics of the For-
mula before and after the accident. 
A sad sight after, but not as bad as 
expected. Actually the rescue unit 
did more damage with the Jaws of 
Life then the accident itself.  After 

intention after the accident was to make her 
into a Roadster and enjoy her because she 
had kept us alive, but now, unfortunately, 
just her parts will live on.

was not a nice onewas not a nice one
Submitted by: 

Rob Dabrowski

death is forever.  
It is now more than a 

month since the accident 
and we have retrieved the 
Formula T-top from Bob 
and Penny’s.  After a good 
inspection we have come 
to the realization that the 
Formula T-top cannot be 
resurrected and we have 
decided to part her out.  
It was a decision that we 
didn’t enjoy making.  Our 

Before the accident at Daytona 2003Before the accident at Daytona 2003
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Some of you know I have prepped the 
Pumpkin for Hill Climb racing. There’s a 
lot of stuff I had to do since the PA Hill 
Climb Association (PHA) follows SCCA 

to go.  I ran the battery cables next to the 
coolant lines and actually ran an extra cable 
for the ground and grounded the battery at 
the box. I didn’t want to risk any electrical 

now you have to have the gaggle of safety 
equipment.  After you run the fi rst time 
you’ll understand why all the equipment 
is needed. The worst thing that can hap-

Pumpkin Quickie (Solo 1 Mods)
Submitted by Keith and Terri Gerhard

demons because of a bad ground, plus the 
battery trunk mount kit that I got at the 
swap meet (which I only used for the cables 
and terminals) had enough cable for two 
trips to the back. After hooking up all of 
the cables I went for a little ride. Man what 
a difference!  I thought the car would be 
even looser (more oversteer) with weight 
taken out of the rear, but it ended up being 
very neutral. Then it dawned on me that 
I must have lowered the center of gravity 
on the car since I took the battery from the 
middle of the car up high (above the tires) 
to down low between the tires. Not only 
had I move it up front, but also lowered 
it about two feet.  Now to hit the hill and 
hopefully nothing else.

RACEDAY
I’ll give you a quick run down of the 

hillclimb for anyone who might be inter-
ested in trying it out. First, some back-
ground: Almost everyone knows about 
autocrossing where you race around cones 
racing against the clock - that’s technically 
considered SOLO 2 racing. The type of rac-
ing I started doing is called SOLO 1. You 
still race against the clock and there is no 
passing, but you do it on a real racetrack 
or a closed off public road (Hillclimbs). 
The Hillclimbs in Eastern Pennsylvania 
have been around for over twenty years; 
in fact, I used to go watch them when I 
was a little tyke up at my grandparent’s 
house in Weatherly. Back in those days 
you could race almost any streetcar, but 

SOLO 1 rules. I ordered the 2-layer 
Nomex driver suit and Nomex 
socks, head sock and I already had 
a Snell 95 helmet and a fi ve-point 
harness. The biggest hurtle was the 
four point roll bar. I’m thinking a 
four-point roll bar in a Fiero is kind 
of redundant, but hey, the average 
person knows nothing about a Fiero 
and the rules are the rules. My auto-
body instructor told me about Bob 
Hess, owner of “Rust Doctor” who 
can do just about anything. After 
about 14 hours of work and $450 I had 
a nice roll bar. It has a full loop with two 
small supports coming down to the rear 
fi re wall and also two tabs that you bolt 
into the upper seatbelt anchor.  It’s fully 
welded in with very large mounting plates 
at all four points. The rollbar was kind of 
a tight fi t since the Fiero interior is kind 
of on the small side and I still wanted to 
keep the car functional. When I drove the 
car I was shocked to see that the car actu-
ally had a noticeable amount of oversteer. 
I guess the Fiero chassis isn’t as tight as I 
thought. Just a note: I already had a rear 
strut brace, which really didn’t seem to 
make much of a difference.  The last thing 
I had to do was move the battery to the 
front. This was to a two-fold fi x: First as 
in typical Fiero fashion, my rear tray was 
gone and the battery was held in with a 
bungee cord and they didn’t really like that 
when I autocrossed (also called SOLO 2). 
Second, from my drag racing days, if you 
moved the battery from the front to the back 
it is the same as moving your motor back 
two inches, which would be all reversed 
in a Fiero. I fi gured this might make the 
weight split more towards 50/50. I fi rst 
got an Ultima Battery since I didn’t want 
any battery fumes getting sucked into the 
passenger compartment through the heater. 
Terri ordered a Black Powder Coated Metal 
Battery box from Summit, a nice box, but 
a tad big. The best thing is that I was able 
to mount the box to the front cross member 
after cutting a hole where the spare tire used 

pen to you in SOLO 2 is you get 
a cone stuck under your car and 
end up dragging it all of the way 
back to the pits while everyone 
has to wait for you to get it out 
from under your car. Embarrass-
ing, but you’ll live.  You mess up 
on a hillclimb and you’ll be trying 
to fi x guardrail damage at best. 
Here’s the equipment I needed for 
the Pumpkin:

• 4-point roll bar
• 5-point harness

• Fire extinguisher with metal bracket
• Racing numbers (used some cool 

looking shelf paper)
Personal equipment I needed for my-

self:
• 2 Layer Nomex driver suit 
• Nomex socks
• Nomex head sock
• Shoes with leather uppers 

(good sneakers will work)
• Leather gloves (I had nomex 

fl yers gloves)
• Snell 95 helmet
Arm restraints (you have to drive with 

the window down so this is to keep your 
arms in the car in case of a rollover) - I had 
to borrow someone’s once and didn’t like 
them so Terri bought me an orange window 
net... cool.

My fi rst race was the Pagoda Hill Climb 
in Reading, PA. My fi rst hurdle was to get 
the car through tech inspection. Since 
I’m a novice I had to get the car looked 
at on Friday night. This way if they fi nd 
anything wrong with the car you have all 
night to get it fi xed. Also, all novices have 
an extra drivers meeting to go to Saturday 
morning, so they want to make sure you 
get the car teched in already and not miss 
this very important meeting. The car passed 
with no problems, but I did have to borrow 
someone’s arm restraints and had to fi nd a 
way to put on some numbers. I was going 
to buy some vinyl graphic numbers ahead 
of time, but if the car didn’t pass I would 
have looked dumb with these numbers on 

Keith Gerhard and the Pumpkin
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NEFA MERCHANDISE
Show your NEFA support with our offi cial merchandise.   Go 
to www.fieropride.com  and click on the NEFA “Show the 
Experience” Fiero.  Click on “Merchandise” and follow the simple 
directions.

T-SHIRTS: Our T-shirts are 100% white cotton and pre-shrunk 
so you don’t have to worry about buying them oversize unless 
you like them that way! The NEFA logo is on the left front breast, 
and again in larger font on the back with www.fi eropride.com 
under the logo.  $12.00 plus $4.00 S & H

SWEATSHIRTS: Great for those chilly nights, a NEFA 
sweatshirt will keep you toasty warm.  Printing on the sweatshirts 
is the same as what you fi nd on the T-shirts.  Sweatshirts come 
in light blue and gray.  $20.00 plus $5.00 S & H.

WINDOW DECALS: “Share the Experience” with a NEFA decal.  
Each decal measures 3”x5”.  $6.50 plus $1.00 S & H.

Don’t have/want a PayPal account? No problem!  Our downloadable 
order sheet will be online soon.  In the meantime, feel free to email 
any of our Directors for more information.

the car, plus I also didn’t want to jinx my-
self. I ended up getting some cool black 
marbled shelf paper from Wal-Mart and 
cut out some crude high school football 
style numbers. They came out really nice 
and the marbling looks like lightning on 
the numbers. The other thing I had to do 
was the painful beating of my wallet. It 
cost $95 for two days of racing which, all 
in all, isn’t too bad for two days, but since 
I wasn’t a member of anything I had to pay 
$55 for SCCA membership, $20 for Local 
SCCA chapter membership, $25 for my 
racing license and another $5 to reserve 
my number for the season. Lucky for me 
this is a once a year thing and my father 
paid for everything. He’s my sponsor and 
the one who suggested I try hill climbing 
in the fi rst place.

Saturday I showed up at the bottom of 
the hill and attended the novice safety meet-
ing where they told us of any surprises with 
the hill. Then they took all of the novices 
up on a fl atbed and pointed out all of the 
turns and tricky areas. Next we got to do 
three touring runs up the hill to get famil-
iar with it. The Pennsylvania’s Hillclimb 
Association’s novice program is excellent 
and they consider you a novice if you have 
never run that particular hill before. You 
could have a last name of Unser and still 
be considered a novice if you’ve never been 
up the hill before. 

The track is fun and has one turn called 
“Oh S---T” where you CAN take it at full 
throttle, but doesn’t look like it since it’s 
a dogleg left and the mountain is blocking 
your view. Not to mention you’re doing 
the fastest speed of the run (I think I was 
in the 80’s - too busy to look at the speed). 
I never did make it around the turn with-
out lifting off the gas at least a little. That 
little voice in your head that says, “You’re 
going to die if you don’t lift,” was just too 
loud. We got two runs in - then it started 
raining. This is a rain or shine event, but 
since everyone already had two dry runs 
everyone knew that it would be pointless 
to try to improve on their times. I did end 
up running once in the rain to get a feel for 
the cars new handling characteristics on a 
wet surface.

Sunday was a great day. A lot less hu-
midity and after the fi rst run the track dried 
out. I got six more runs in Sunday and had 
one very exciting one where I did a little 
sliding action. The last run I put 2 more 
pounds of tire pressure in the rear tires since 

I was sliding around a little too much. What 
a difference! She was sticking like glue, 
but for some reason the run was .2 seconds 
slower. Must have been that little bit of 
wheel spin that was keeping the engine up 
into the power band better. If I could have 
had another run I could have hit every turn 
a tad faster but hey, live and learn.  

I just got done with my second Hill-
climb in Weatherly, which was also a blast. 
I got about 10 runs, 5 each day and this hill 
is totally different. It has a real fun jump 
on the top of the hill (as long as you don’t 
land in the woods) and the one turn is called 
The Wall. That one is kind of like half of 
the Luganu Sega Corkscrew, but going up. 
The turn is so steep they even got school 
bus hi-centered there once.   

Anyone interested in trying a hillclimb 
or coming out to watch just let me know.  

UPDATE ON BRAKE
CONVERSION

If you remember, I had done an article 

on the Grand Am brake conversion. I said 
I would give you an update of how the sys-
tem worked on the track. I had just fi nished 
running our SOLO1 season fi nale at Jef-
ferson Circuit at Summit Point Raceway. 
This is a 1.1-mile long, 8-turn track, which 
is pretty fast and has three places where 
the brakes have to be hit hard. We did four 
lap sessions with three of those laps being 
timed. Not once did I have the brakes go 
mushy and that was with some turns being 
taken with lots of trailing braking (creat-
ing over steer by staying on the brakes as 
you turn to bring the rear end out).   The 
weakest link in the brakes was the tires 
since I had to modulate the pedal to keep 
the tires from locking up. The brakes did 
smoke a little at the end of my session 
and was a tad smelly, but overall I’m very 
happy with the brakes. Next year I’m going 
to run racing tires so we’ll have to see if 
they still hold up since I’ll be able to get 
on the brakes harder and longer since the 
tires will grip better. 
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Photos by Denny Lambert & Chuck Dilsner
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FS - Factory Stock 
(sponsored by Freysinger Pontiac)
1 Jeff DeDay
2 John Scone
3 Alan Price

SFA - Stock Fastback ‘86-’87 
(sponsored by Freysinger Pontiac)
1 Herb Carlson
2 Tom Derr
3 Steve Pearce

SFB - Stock Fastback ‘88 
(sponsored by Freysinger Pontiac)
1 Tom Derr
2 Mark Hoagland
3 Veronica Houck

SNA - Stock Notchback ‘84-’86 
(sponsored by Freysinger Pontiac)
1 Jason Crego
2 Jim Gilbert
3 AC Dobson

SNB - Stock Notchback ‘87-’88 
(sponsored by Freysinger Pontiac)
1 Rocco Biscieglia
2 Gordon & Ellen Gay
3 Mark Filkins

MCF - Mild Custom Fastback
(sponsored by Fiero Shop International)
1 Lisa Levine
2 John  Cristando
3 Salena Derr

MCN - Mild Custom Notchback 
(sponsored by 
Sermatech Power Systems)
1 Denny Lambert
2 Rick Prusak
3 Tim Martz

WCF - Wild Custom Fastback
(sponsored by Motorsports Specialties)
1 Bob Schlag
2 Mark and Karen Hoagland
3 Rany Agee

WCN - Wild Custom Notchback
(sponsored by Motorsports Specialties)
1 Jennifer Gilbert
2 Joshua Bumpus
3 Charleen Bybel

MF - Modifi ed Fastback 
(sponsored by V8 Archie)
1 David Horst
2 Bill Sessions
3 Kaz Okayama

MN - Modifi ed Notchback 
(sponsored by V8 Archie)
1 Earl Sessions
2 Joel Stup
3 Rob & Renee Dabrowski

HMF - High Mileage Fastback
(sponsored by Fiero Warehouse)
1 Jamie Gilbert
2 Jonathan Feinbaum
3 Lori Gurney

HMN - High Mileage Notchback
(sponsored by Fiero Warehouse)
1 Bob Ruscoe
2 Vicki Haschak
3 Jeremiah Hall

HMC - High Mileage Custom
(sponsored by Kick Hill Farm)
1 Jason Haughey
2 Amanda Volk
3 John Cromer

RB - Rebody/Kit Car 
(sponsored by National Kit Car Club)
1 Dave Ivaldi
2 Kevin McMullin
3 Eric Van Gelder

Fieros at Carlisle 2003

Special Awards 
(sponsored by West Coast Fiero)
Best Custom 4-Cylinder - Rob & Renee Dabrowski - White 84 Indy w/ Super Duty
Best Stock 4-Cylinder - Mark Filkins - Red 88 Coupe
Best Stock Engine - Steve Pearce - Maroon 87 GT
Best Stock Paint - Barbara Jannetty - Silver 87 Coupe
Best Custom Paint - Bill Sessions - Purple 88 GT
Most in Need of Paint - Ken Slish - Med Red 87 GT
Under Construction - Cyndi Gilbert - Black 86 GT
Best Interior - Bob Schlag - Red 86 GT
Most Needy Interior - David Paulk - Black 88 Formula
Best Restoration Candidate - Rob Bartlett - Green 87 GT
Best Display - Bill Sessions - Purple 88 GT
Best Engineered - Henry Kowalski - 86 GT w/ custom suspension
Best Conversion - Earl Sessions - Red w/ fl ames 85 SE (3800 SC Engine)
Best Wheels - Kaz Okayama - Pearl 87 GT
Longest Distance Driven - Lori Gurney - Black 88 GT (1700 miles!)
Lowest Mileage - Nick Mannis - 87 GT (6910 miles)
Highest Mileage - Rick Mahoney - Red 88 Coupe (466,000 miles)
Hard Luck - Rob Bartlett - Green 87 GT (Blown alternator enroute to show)
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The
MAFOA toolbox

by Bob Schlag

The MAFOA toolbox now con sists of a Brake Repair Kit, an 
En gine Hanger, a Rivet Tool, a Steer ing Wheel Puller, a lock 
plate re mov er, a Suspension Bush ing Re mov al and In stal la tion 
Tool, and a Scan Tool. All tools in clude op er at ing manuals.

We also now have a Cruise Con trol Tester, do nat ed by Bob 
Nielsen.

The most recent addition is a dolly, with wheels, to support 
a Fiero frame while the cra dle is re moved. This was donated 
by Paul Stevens.

Loan policy states that the member sends us a deposit for 
the value of the tool. We will hold the check until the tool is 
re turned. The member is re spon si ble for pay ing any post age 
for ship ping.

Contact MAFOA for details and avail abil i ty of tools, as well 
as sug ges tions for ad di tion al tools.

Ads in this issue were picked up from 
the club website. Ads are free for current 
members and will run as long as they remain 
online unless otherwise requested. Contact 
Wes Williams, MAFOA or Gwen Randolph, 
NEFA (see pages 2 & 3 for addresses) – if 
you want an ad that's not going online.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
FIEROS FOR SALE 

1984 FIERO 2M4
White, original owner. Tan interior. 4-cyl,4-spd. 
14” alloy wheels with new tires (original 13” 
Turbine wheels also included). 174,000 miles, 
oil changed every 3K, all maintenance records 
included, engine replaced by factory in 1985; re-
cent repairs: headlight motors, shocks, steering 
stabilizer, tires, radiator, brake cables, all recalls 
done. Very nice interior and body, driver’s seat 
has some wear.  No accidents, nice paint, tilt 
wheel, cassette.  No A/C or sunroof.  Located in 
Somerville, NJ.  Asking $1200. Contact Roger 
Lawrence, 908-722-8169 evenings. (5-25-03) 

 1986 FIERO 2M4
4-cyl, 5-Spd, alloy wheels, gold ext. w/ beige 
int., decent shape, 89k orig. miles, asking $750 
O/B/O.  Call 732-364-4164 or 732-598-9426 for 
more info.  E-mail: Gilligan6666@Hotmail.Com 
(5-25-03)  

1984 FIERO SE 2M4
113,950 miles. orig. owner. (non-smoker), fair 
condition, needs starter. no cold air from a/c, 
GC Eagle SA tires, interior roof fabric loose, all 
recalls performed, oil changed regularly. $1,200 
or best offer. Clean title, sold as-is. Call Cliff 
Nelson at 704-560-4661 or write at 4792 
Chesney Street, Concord, NC 28027.  Email: 
cnelson@ctc.net (5-25-03) 

1986 FIERO 2M6 FOR PARTS
Located in Middleboro, MA. Whole car ran fi ne 
before sitting for 4 years. email me ASAP at 
k3ande@attbi.com (5-25-03) 

1987 FIERO GT
Black with grey interior, auto, power windows, 
V-6, sunroof, extra pair of studded snow tires 
already on rims, 103,000, great condition, 
female owned and driven. $4500 or BO. E-
mail jfuscaldo@ibsionline.com or call (401) 
954-6614 (5-25-03) 

1987 FIERO GT
White, non-running, believe engine blown, 
GC overall, $700. Have pics to email if 
interested. Located in central NJ. E-mail: 
carl_2210@hotmail.com (5-25-03) 

1988 FIERO GT
62K, red, sunroof, wing, AT, pw, pl, pm, adult 
owned and garaged. New tires, sport springs, 
alternator & belts, rotors & pads, headlight mo-
tors, all within the last 500 miles. FOCOA coated 
exhaust manifold system, KYB shocks & struts, 
SS brake lines. No snow, very little rain. Original 
bill of sale. Many manuals & stacks of FOCOA 
mags. Located in Topeka, Kansas. $5500 OBO. 
Contact Tony Webster @ 785-233-5610 or 
teamcow550@aol.com. (4-11-03) 

 FIERO 2M4
Silver 2m4 creampuff, low mileage, mechani-
cally sound, needs some cosmetic nose repair 
(on bonnet). New Kelly tires.  BO - - - Robb, 
Greenland, NH. Email: robmargy@attbi.com 
(3-24-03) 

Bob Schlag, left, accepts 2nd Place Trophy 
at Carlisle 2003.
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FREYSINGER PONTIAC
   6251 Carlisle Pike
       Mechanicsburg, PA 17056
       (717) 766-8422
       (800) 560-8422

Your Central Pennsylvania
Fiero Headquarters

CLUB MEMBERS
Bring this ad in and receive 10% off
parts and labor on all Fiero Service.

(Present at time of write-up)

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
1986 FIERO COUPE

racecar, full custom cage, not built from a kit, 
NASCAR style door bars and a “Petty” bar, no 
rear bars to the strut towers, have all padding 
needed, urethane bushings in the cradle and 
bushings for the A-arms included (can’t remem-
ber if they are for the front or rear), removable 
steering wheel, electrical cut off; no engine, 
trans, brake, or calipers/rotors, switched from 
sunroof to solid roof, new windshield, right 
now has 86 coupe nose but will include an 87 
nose and extra notchback clip, interior gutted 
to IT rules, car only needs mechanicals. ask-
ing $2000 for the car, will include new Kirkey 
layback aluminum seat for another $100 if you 
want it and can fi t in it. racincouple@webtv.net. 
http://members.tripod.com/~thestickman/
SnTsFieros.html. (2-28-03)

1986 FIERO SE
Fiero GT(sic), gold, 190,000 miles, fair cond., 
needs TLC, new parking brake cables. Tan 
interior, good cond. Body good, small crack in 
one fender, paint faded. Includes black wing. 
Auto. trans., works great. Engine runs good, has 
exhaust leak at manifold. Call 717-292-4470. 
Located in Dover, PA. Asking $1000 OBO. 
(renewed 5-23-02) 

FIERO PARTS FOR SALE 
GT REAR CLIP, RELATED PIECES

I have the following parts for Sale.  GT Clip 
includes original windows, rear fascia, GT tail 
lamps (left lamp has hole in outer clear cover), 
right and left door skins, the doors the skins 
were removed from, left front fender, right and 
left Qtr panels, rear deck lid, roof panel, Clip 
has the original windows, gas door, cable and 
operator. Gray Cloth seat, several new boxed 
body parts, interior trim moldings, 2 15” Dia-
mond wheels with good tires, Ansa exhaust tips, 
dash panel, bumper back bars, and even a set of 
used snow tires. I have photos available, email:  
tweaver@stny.rr.com . $395.00 for everything. 
parts must be picked up in Sayre PA (about 40 
Miles from Watkins Glen, NY) Will answer any 
questions. Tom Weaver (6-8-03) 

1988 2.8 ENGINE, AND MORE . . .
I have a whole pile of Fiero parts I’m interested 
in cleaning out.  One item is a 1988 2.8 engine, 
complete minus exhaust manifolds and water 
pump.  I pulled it from my nephews ‘88 GT (auto 
trans) and replaced it with one I built up to be 
a bit “hotter.”  The engine ran when pulled but 

it does have a bottom end knock.  I would defi -
nitely rebuild it before installing it in your Fiero.  
I’m looking to get $200 for it.  It’s located in NH.  
If you don’t live too far, I’d consider bringing it to 
you if you don’t own a truck (once you look at it 
and decide you want it).  Pictures are attached 
(price doesn’t include engine stand).  E-mail 
me at me.turner@rcn.com.  Let me know if your 
interested in anything else (sub-woofer system, 
body parts, SE wheel etc.). Matt (3-17-03) 
Mirror Control Repair Plate
Reinforcement backing plate repairs broken-out 
remote control bezel on driver’s door mirror. Kit 
includes instructions, plate, and extra bezel nut, 
and two extra door panel clips. $8.55 with ship-
ping. Call Tom Derr 717-772-2611(w) or 717-
763-5748(h). tom6derr@yahoo.com

PARTS FOR SALE
RADIATOR.COM...

is the largest single distributor of radiators in the 
nation.  We sell over 300,000 radiators a year.  
Because of this, we are able to keep prices down 
lower than anyone else.  We have a 110% price 

guarantee, lifetime warranty, and free shipping 
(next day if orders are placed before 4PM, Mon. 
- Thurs.) anywhere in the U.S.  

FIEROS WANTED
FIERO GT WANTED

Looking for Fiero GT (fastback style).  I am in 
Louisiana and have a ROLEX YACHTMASTER 
that I may trade for the car you can reach me 
at joeywheeler@aol.com or 985-603-6609.  
(12-11-02) 

FIERO GT WANTED
WTB: 1987-88 GT Fiero, under 100k miles, 5 
speed, up to 5000K, Must be within 200 miles 
of Virginia. 
Contact Karl at klax19@yahoo.com (9-11-02) 

FIERO PARTS WANTED
VALVE COVERS WANTED  

Need a pair of aluminum valve covers for 2.8 en-
gine. Please contact : gibbs@pageamerica.net 
(12-16-02)
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East Greenwich RI 02818
PO Box 27
East Greenwich RI 02818

Game #1  
All entries must be submitted to Bob by August 31, 2003. 
See contact info above.
Part 1 - Fiero History
a. Who is considered the “Father of the Fiero”?

  _______________________________________________
b. What country is he from?

  _______________________________________________
Part 2 - Fiero Facts
a. What was the base sticker price for the base Fiero Coupe for each 

of the fi ve years of production? _______________________
Part 3 - Club Facts
a. In what year and city was MAFOA formed?

  _______________________________________________
b. In what year and city was NEFA formed?
  _______________________________________________
Part 4 - Sponsor Facts
a. Name all presidents, past and present, of MAFOA.

  _______________________________________________
b. Name all presidents, past and present, of NEFA.

  _______________________________________________
Part 5 - Fiero Collectible Facts
a. What company made the 1/43 scale Fastback model Fiero?

  _______________________________________________

b. What color is this car? ______________________________
c. Name the author of the book called “Fiero, Pontiac’s 

Potent Mid-Engine Sports Car”.

  _______________________________________________

Fiero Trivia Game    
Created by: Bob Schlag - Sponsored this issue by MAFOA and NEFA
Welcome to the fi rst installment of the new FieroPride Trivia 

Game. We started the game as part of the hoopla leading up 
to Fieros At Carlisle this year, and it was pretty popular so we 
decided to try doing it as part of the newsletter.

The plan is to publish a series of questions in each issue 
and award actual prizes for winners in each game. Questions 
will be in fi ve different categories: Fiero History, Fiero Facts, 
Club History, Sponsor History and Fiero Collectible Facts. 
Each category may have several questions. The answers have 
been hermetically sealed in a special hidden area somewhere 
in my garage. No one will have access to them until after the 
deadline. I hope that some questions will be easy and that you 
will know the answer off the top of your head. Others should 
require a little research.

For each game, we will print a deadline for responses. After 
that date, we’ll take all the correct answers and randomly draw 
a winner. If no one gets all the answers correct, I’ll go to the 
most correct. And spelling DOES count!

You can email the answer to trivia@fi eropride.com, or mail 
it to Bob Schlag, FieroPride Trivia, 4440 Paradise Road, Dover, 
PA 17315-3902. Shortly after the winner is selected, I’ll post 
a message on the FieroPride Forum announcing the answers 
and the winner. The winner will be contacted and told how to 
claim his/her prize.

Please note that all of these rules are subject to change, and 
they will be printed with each question.

For the inaugural edition of the game, the prize will be a t-shirt 
package consisting of one MAFOA shirt and one NEFA shirt. 
We’ll be looking for sponsors for future games. If you have 
suggestions, or if you want to be a sponsor, let me know. By 
supplying a prize or two, a sponsor will have their name listed 
with the game, as well as having a question or two about them. 
A great advertising opportunity! Good luck!
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