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As some of you know I have prepped 
the Pumpkin for Hill Climb racing. There’s 
a lot of stuff I had to do since the PA Hill 
Climb Association (PHA) follows SCCA 
Solo 1 rules. I ordered the 2-layer Nomex 
driver suit and Nomex socks, head sock 
and I already had a Snell 95 helmet and a 
five-point harness. The biggest hurtle was 
the four point roll bar. I’m thinking a four-
point roll bar in a Fiero is kind of redundant 
but hey the average person knows nothing 
about a Fiero and the rules are the rules. 
My auto body instructor told me about Bob 
Hess, owner of “Rust Doctor” who can do 
just about anything. After about 14 hours of 
work and $450 I had a nice roll bar. It has 
a full loop with two small supports coming 
down to the rear firewall and also two tabs 
that you bolt into the upper seatbelt anchor. 
It’s fully welded in with very large mount-
ing plates at all four points. The rollbar 
was kind of a tight fit since the Fiero inte-
rior is kind of on the small side and I still 
wanted to keep the car functional. When 

Pumpkin Quickie (Solo 1 Mods)

Here’s the bottom of the Weatherly Hill Climb.

Me and all my safety equipment.

I drove the car I was shocked to see that 
the car actually had a noticeable amount 
of oversteer. I guess the Fiero chassis isn’t 
as tight as I thought. Just a note: I already 
had a rear strut brace, which really didn’t 
seem to make much of a difference. The last 
thing I had to do was move the battery to 
the front. This was to a two-fold fix: First 
as in typical Fiero fashion, my rear tray 
was gone and the battery was held in with 
a bungee cord and they didn’t really like 
that when I autocrossed (also called Solo 
2). Second, from my drag racing days if 
you moved the battery from the front to 
the back it is the same as moving your 
motor back two inches, which would be 
all reversed in a Fiero. I figured this might 
make the weight split more towards 50/50. 
I first got an Ultima Battery since I didn’t 
want any battery fumes getting sucked into 
the passenger compartment through the 
heater. Terri ordered me a Black Powder 
Coated Metal Battery box from Summit, 
a nice box but a tad big. The best thing is 

that I was able to mount the box to the front 
crossmember, after cutting a hole where the 
spare tire used to go. I ran the battery cables 
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Ramblings
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

I hope everyone has had a good year. Mine’s been a real roller coaster. The highest point 
of the ride had to be my new garage finally getting built.

Speaking of the new garage, can anyone explain how it is that 
you can build a four-car garage, complete with attic, and it 
is instantly full? Where did all of this “stuff” come from? If 
you’d like to see some pictures of the new garage, check out 
the link on www.onparadiseroad.com. There are pictures of the construction, and of 
the inside as it now looks.

We have been blessed with good weather this year. Fieros At Carlisle, Fiero Dutch 
Classic, Tech Day, the Fall Meeting – all had great weather. And in early December, we 
were still running around in short-sleeve shirts. It’s amazing!

Speaking of those shows, has anyone else noticed that the quality of Fieros has been 
improving? It’s getting harder and harder to choose a winner. The cars in the stock 
classes are looking greater and cleaner. The modified cars are getting more refined, 
more detailed.

You’ll notice that there are a few changes in the Board of Directors column. Join me 
in welcoming Jennifer Gilbert to the Board, as the Newsletter Coordinator. Tom Derr 
will now be handling the Membership. Jason Haughey and Bill Behret will be Events 
Coordinators. Jeff Ramberg will continue with the Merchandise, Earl Sessions with 
the Treasury. Denny Lambert will continue with the Photography. I’d like to thank Bill 
Sessions and Roger Cutter for their service over the last several years.

Speaking of Earl, his Fiero was invited to a shootout by High Performance Pontiac 
Magazine. This involves several runs down the strip at Englishtown Speedway. Earl’s 
car is published in the March 2002 issue of the magazine.

I am in the process of moving www.fieropride.com to a new hosting service. Hopefully, 
by the time you read this, the transaction will be complete. When it is, I will be setting 
up a few new email addresses that you can use to contact folks. They will likely be 
addresses such as events@fieropride.com, which will be forwarded to the Events 
Coordinators of both clubs. When these addresses are set up, I’ll send a message 
about it to the PRIDE mailing list, and post them on www.fieropride.com. 

Speaking of the PRIDE list, I’m going on the assumption that all members know 
about this by now. In case you don’t, it is an email list for club members only. You 
need to sign up for this, it’s not automatic when you join the club (maybe we should 
do that). If you are signed up, you simply send a message to “mafoa@yahoogroups.
com”, and it gets distributed to all subscribers. It’s a great way to keep up to date with 
club events, to ask Fiero-related questions (or help another member by answering 
their questions), even participate in club-related votes (no chads). To sign up, go to 
“http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mafoa”. If you are having problems with that, send 
a message to “mafoa-owner@yahoogroups.com” and request a subscription, and 
we’ll get you fixed up.

Finally, I need to put in a plug. Mark your calendars now for Fieros At Carlisle 2002. 
Carlisle, PA. May 18, 2002. See you there!

BOB SCHLAG
President
4440 Paradise Rd, Dover, PA  17315-3902
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bobschlag@fieropride.com
BILL BEHRET
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DENNY LAMBERT
Artwork/Photography Director
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RAY PAULK
Inter-Club Director
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JEFF RAMBERG
Merchandise Director
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Newsletter Director
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New England Pit Stop New England
Fiero AssociationIt’s been heartwarming year, seeing the club grow and flourish. It’s wonderful going to car 

shows, like the POCI show at Fiore (not Fiero) Pontiac in RI, and walking away with the “Best 
Club Participation” award. We are stunning people with our enthusiasm 
and amazing them that not all of the Fieros burned up, as the rumors 
have it. I hear lots of comments about how nice and sophisticated our 
cars are... things that we tend to take for granted. Plus at the shows, 
we Fiero owners are recognized as the rowdy ones (in a good way) but 
that comparing us to the stayed owners of collector cars whose thrill 

is in detailing rather than driving. To me the fun of the events is in the thrill of driving to and 
from, the joy of showing off our cars and the camaraderie of the people.

My GT still, unfortunately, sits in my garage. I prepped it for the first show and 4 miles from 
my home, it started spewing blue smoke out the tail pipe. I knew something wasn’t right last 
year ‘cause it kept periodically over-heating. It’s probably a blown head gasket or maybe even 
a cracked block but, regardless, I have a 3.4 block “in process” to become a Fiero engine, 
sitting in my garage. Only trouble is in getting or making time to work on it. So for shows or 
other Fiero events, I either take our black Formula, which is a contender for the “Ratty Fiero” 
award, or go with my son, Dave, in his multi-colored Fiero that is nearing the paint stage of 
it’s Formula-to-GT evolution. Neither option gives me the pride of driving my GT but both are 
better than my truck or my wife’s Toyota.

The NEFA Kick Hill Fiero Swap Meet was a high spot of the summer again. Although the at-
tendance was down a bit, all who came had a great time, bought, sold or traded parts and 
memorabilia. One thing, which amazed me, was the numbers of “newbies” who showed up. 
We have 5-6 new members who joined at the swap meet. The highlight was of course, Bob’s 
huge barn full of Fiero parts. I recall going around with Tom Derr on his indoctrination tour. 
Tom saw a few center consoles... “Heck, I have more of those than Bob does.” Then we found 
a few more, and a few more and a few more... “Well, maybe not.” If you’ve never seen the 
Fiero stash at Kick Hill Farm, make plans for next year’s swap meet. Its like a candy store for 
a Fiero enthusiast. Of course there were all the rest of us selling and swapping parts. Seems 
like everyone had something to sell or trade.

The first weekend in August brought the FOCOA National Fiero Festival in Williamsburg, VA. 
Although my GT is “resting”, Janet and I still made the trip in my “rebody” (which looks a lot 
like a GMC Sonoma pickup). Not as fine or comfortable of a ride as my (or any) Fiero, but we 
made it to the show. It also allowed me to take a ton of Fiero toys with me, which brought 
joy to several Fiero owners at the show. The weekend was great! Janet got her shopping and 
sightseeing in on Friday and Saturday was mine for the Fieros. There were about 150 awesome 
Fieros there. And as normal, everybody was talking Fieros. The parking lot became the focused 
meeting ground as new and old Fiero friends gathered around the cars long into the night. Bob 
Schlag once said, the hardest thing for Fiero owners to do is break up

The awards banquet was on Saturday evening (and it seemed on into Sunday morning). Fiero 
Phil has an anecdote for everything. They are nice but become time consuming. During the 
awards, participating club names were announced. There were a ton of clubs represented from 
all over the country including the West Coast. Unfortunately, Phil missed our club, as well as 
several others, but this was rectified later that evening. We’ll be receiving our club participation 
certificate in the mail. After being overlooked, I started counting our members. I counted 19 
members but I know I missed some. Not too shabby for a relatively new club that’s about 600 
miles away. Lastly, but very important for me note was how disbursed the gender and ages of 
the Fiero owners and winners were. It speaks well for our Fiero community. Unfortunate for 
me but Janet still says she’ll stick with her Toyota. No convert yet. But the show and weekend 
made the 24 hour round trip worth it. Makes me look forward to the Ozarks for next years 
Nationals... maybe this time with a Fiero.
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My New Blue GT
By Renee Dabrowski

I am the proud owner of a 1987 Blue Fiero GT. It was interest-
ing how we got it. Rob and I were going to Wal-Mart and saw a 
blue coupe on a flatbed truck from a towing company parked next 
to a used car lot. Rob passed it and asked me if I thought we should 
turn around and check it out as it looked in very good shape. I said 
“Sure!” so he turned on a side street and pulled a u-turn and when 
we got to the main street to turn left to check it out, the tow truck 
passed us! So Rob pulled out behind it and we followed it down 
into a residential area. I think the guy got a little nervous because 
every turn he made, we were right behind him.

The guy finally got to his house (knew it by the Fiero already 
sitting in the driveway!). We got out to talk to the guy. Rob asked 
him how much he got the car for and the guy said $250. Rob asked 
him if he wanted to double his money! The guy said, “NO, I’m 
keeping this one for my daily driver, but I got another one you might 
be interested in.” Rob asked him what it was and the guy said “A 
GT”. My ears perked open. Rob asked him a little about the car 
and the guy said it was an 87, blue. I said “Huh?” Now I’m really 

it, heard it, he changed his mind quick! Rob 
asked if we could take a look at it. The guy 
said, “Sure, but it’s at my son’s apartment.” 
We said, “Lead the way!” On the way down 
there, Rob and I were discussing how 
much to offer this guy. We decided to start 
at $600, but we were going to let the guy 
start with a price. I was figuring he would 
start around $1500.

We got to the apartment and there she 
was! She definitely looked a little neglect-
ed! Headlights were propped open with 
pieces of wood, not to mention one motor 
was 87-88 style and the other was 84-86 
style. The sail panels were cut. It looked 
like someone took a jigsaw and just cut 
the clear part of the sail panels off and left 
the front black section with the GT on it. 
They cut right through the drip rails also! 

It was also repainted VERY poorly with a 
metallic blue, but whoever painted it, didn’t 
even bother to wash it first! There was dirt 
under the paint by the moldings. 

What a mess! It also had quarts of oil 
dumped all over the trunk carpet, inside 
carpet, and front spare compartment. I 
looked at Rob and he looked at me. He 
knew I wanted it! Now comes the haggling 
part. He asked the guy how much he was 
looking to get for it considering it was 
so rough and had a blown motor. Here it 
comes I thought, $1500. The guy said “Well 
I really can’t take less than $600 for it.” I 
couldn’t believe it! Rob, being the typical 
bargain hunter he is, had to try for $500, 
but $600 was the magic # and the guy just 
happened to have his now empty tow truck 
with him. 

paying attention!
The guy told us he had it sold for $2500, 

but he let his 16 year old drive it and the 
kid, from what the dad was told, was racing 
and dropped the clutch from 5th to 2nd at 
100+! OUCH!! Blew the motor! Needless 
to say when the guy who was going to buy 
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Upcoming
Events

Rob stayed and helped get her loaded 
and I went to the bank! By the time I got 
home they had her unloaded and now in 
her new home. Rob looked at me and said, 
“There you go, she’s yours to fix up!” Well, 
it has been about six months now and she 
now has a new motor which I have redone 
in yellow, I got most of the oil cleaned up, 
had to change the transmission selector 
cable, she got new calipers and rotors and 
bearings, I redid the dash trim pieces, got 
the interior door panels redone in yellow, 

 March 9, 2002
 NEFA Meeting
 Kick Hill Farms, Lebanon CT
 Contact: raypaulk@mediaone.net
 March 22-24, 2002
 Florida Fiero Weekend, Daytona, FL
 Contact: floridafieros.org
 April 20, 2002
 NEFA Swap Meet
 Kick Hill Farms, Lebanon CT
 April 26-28, 2002
 The 3rd Annual (maybe last) 
 All Fiero Flea Market and Swap Meet 
 The Fiero Factory - Toney, AL
 Contact: fierofactory@juno.com
 Late April/Early May
 POCI Show, CT
 May 4, 2002 (Rain Date May 5)
 NEFA Tech Session 
 Andy Virzi, Milford, NH
 Contact: brianream@hotmail.com
 May 18, 2002
 Carlisle Import Kit/Replicar Nationals
 Carlisle PA
 Contact: fieropride.com
 June 9, 2002
 POCI Show - Fiore Pontiac
 West Warwick, RI (401) 822-4400
 June ?
 Merrimack POCI Show
 Anheisur Bush Plant
 Tully Pontiac
 Matt Turner (me.turner@rcn.com)
 June 14-16, 2002
 FOCONE Fiero Show
 Old Orchard Beach, ME
 June 14-16, 2002
 Carlisle All-GM Nationals
 Carlisle, PA
 July 20-21, 2002 (tentative)
 NEFA Fiero Show, Sturbridge, MA
 brianream@hotmail.com
 August 17, 2002
 MAFOA Fiero Dutch Classic
 Zinn’s Diner- Reading, PA
 September 1, 2002
 Spindles Show, Marshfield, MA
 September 29, 2002
 FOCONE Fiero Show, Rutland, MA
 October 13, 2002
 NEFA Leaf Peepers Tour, 
 Woodstock, VT

put flush mount headlights on, etc, etc, etc. 
I still have to wet sand her to see if she will 
shine again. It will definitely be going back 
to original blue. We will unveil what has 
now affectionately become my “project” at 
the first Kick Hill Farms meeting. 

Until then, I will continue to keep up 
the pace over the winter; that is in between 
Rob’s many, many projects he has going on 
with his GT! See everyone soon!
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Another new addition to our newslet-
ter will be feature cars of the issue. These 
cars will be selected by e-mail poll by our 
members. Please get your next nominations 
in as soon as possible for the next issue to 
Jennifer Gilbert for FOCOA members at 
Fierochic88@hotmail.com.

This month’s feature car belongs to 
Dave Horst of Akron, PA commonly known 
as Skitime to those members of Pennock’s 
Fiero Forum. Our feature car is a 1988 
T-Top GT which currently has around 
67,000 miles on it’s original 2.8L V-6. The 
car is a beautiful factory red automatic... 
for now! 

Dave purchased this car on December 
27, 2000. It was not his first Fiero since 
he had owned a 1987 GT from brand new 
until 1991. He bought this particular car 
through Chris Moore in Indiana. Chris was 
selling the car for a local woman. Dave 
took a fifteen-hour bus ride out to Indiana 
to pick up the car. It then took him another 
ten hours to drive the car home through a 
terrible thunderstorm.

When Dave brought this car home 
it looked nothing like it does today. The 
paint was faded, the car needed a little 
body work and a lot of elbow grease! The 
car did not have any spectacular modifica-
tions, which many of you car show goers 
have seen. Since purchasing the car Dave 
has added a front chin spoiler, side scoops, 
deck-lid grills, a deck-lid window and 
removable rear window, along with many 
other signature details. All of these designs, 
with the exception of the side scoops, were 
manufactured and designed by Dave!

Dave has lots of plans for this car in 
the upcoming months. He is currently in 
the process of preparing a 3.8SC for instal-
lation into the car and converting it into a 
5 speed. Dave also has a few other plans 
(already in the works) for the car, but says 
that these plans will not be unveiled until 
at least February 4th, when they are set to 
be completed. 

For those of you who enjoy seeing the 
evolution of this car plan on joining us at 
Carlisle on May 18, 2002. Dave hopes to 
unveil its latest changes there! 

MAFOA Feature Car of the Month

Skitime’s Red 88 GT
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NEFA Feature Car of the Month

Rob D’s Black 86 GT

My Fiero obsession started the 18th of 
March 2000. We were heading thru Exeter 
on our way home and drove by this shady 
used car lot. As we drove by I noticed a 
car out of the corner of my eye. I looked 
at Renee and said, “Did you notice that 
car on the lot” She’s like “yeah, it looked 
pretty cool.” So I whipped the car around 
to investigate. 

We pulled up to a Black 1986 Fiero GT 
covered in snow. It’s been so long since I’ve 
seen a GT that I stood there in awe. I had a 
flashback to the days I was younger and fell 
in love with the GT body style. I grab the 
door handle and guess what, it’s unlocked. I 
get in and look around. I felt at home. I was 
hooked. I looked at Renee and said “Well, 
here’s a replacement for the X-11, lets buy 
it!” Didn’t take any convincing on my part 
as Renee felt the same way. 

The day was Saturday and the lot 
didn’t open till Monday. We impatiently 
waited till Monday after leaving numerous 

messages on the lot’s answering machine 
expressing our interest in the car just in 
case someone else saw it that weekend. 
I know the car wasn’t there for too long 
cause I drove by that lot quite frequently 
and haven’t seen it in the past. Monday 
came and Renee went to do the deal. She 
paid for the car Monday morning and we 
picked it up that afternoon. 

The guy warned us about the clutch 
“possibly needing replacement” because 
it was hard to get it into gear. That’s OK, 
nothing a little work won’t fix. I was finally 
driving a car home that would make my 
parting with the X-11 less painful. 

A little background on the X-11. I 
have always been into performance but I 
always wanted to be the underdog per say. 

when they got beat by a lonely Citation. 
Well, over the years the car went thru 
some rough times including being totally 
submerged in water during a flood in Ken-
tucky. Even after that I towed the car with 
me in hopes of restoring it. Unfortunately 
the flood did her in. The Fiero made saying 
goodbye her a little easier. 

So back to the subject at hand. We 
brought the car home March 20th, 2000. 
Driving it home I noticed the shifting prob-
lem. When I got home, I checked it out and 
found that the shifter assembly was broken. 
I tried a couple of junkyards with no luck 
so where do I go - The Net. I started to find 
clubs, web pages and the like all related to 
the Fiero. Found the shifter assembly from 
Fiero parts and appraisals in Maine. 

This was the start of my Fiero obses-
sion. Since then the car has gone thru quite 
a transformation. I modified it to express 
my personality. I love it! Rim’s, tires, mo-
tor, interior...been there done that. 

The fever spreads as well. Now Renee 
has the same enthusiasm that I had. She 
too has her own baby and is giving it her 
own “personal touch” which is awesome to 
see. But to my surprise this car, the Fiero, 

I have the philosophy that 
anyone can take a small 
car, put in a big motor, 
and make it go fast. But to 
me the true gear head can 
take that same car without 
a swap and still beat the 
competition. To me that 
was the true meaning of 
“Satisfaction”. The X-11 
was such a car. It had 
a similar motor as the 
Fiero, 2.8 HO V6 and it 
ROCKED! People were 
always doing double takes 

(Continued on next page)

The 86 Fiero GT as it is today.

The way it started out.

The interior before and as it is now.
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for two trips to the back. After hooking 
up all of the cables I went for a little ride. 
Man what a difference. I thought the car 
would be even looser (more oversteer) with 
weight taken out of the rear but it ended up 
being very neutral. Then it dawned on me 
that I must have lowered 
the center of gravity on 
the car since I took the 
battery from the middle 
of the car up high (above 
the tires) to down low 
between the tires. Not 
only had I move it up 
front but also lowered it 
about two feet. Now to 
hit the hill and hopefully 
nothing else. -- Keith 
and Terri

RACEDAY
I’ll give you a quick 

run down of the hill-
climb for anyone how 
might be interested in 
trying it out. First some 
background: Almost everyone knows about 
autocrossing where you race around cones 
racing against the clock, that’s technically 

considered SOLO 2 racing. The type of 
racing I started doing is called SOLO 1. 
You still race against the clock and there is 
no passing but you do it on a real racetrack 
or a closed off public road (Hillclimbs). 
The Hillclimbs in Eastern Pennsylvania 

have been around for 
over twenty years; in fact 
I used to go watch them 
when I was a little tyke 
up at my Grandparents 
house in Weatherly. Back 
in those days you could 
race almost any street-
car, but now you have to 
have the gaggle of safety 
equipment. After you 
run the first time you’ll 
understand why all the 
equipment is needed. 
The worst thing that can 
happen to you in Solo2 
is you get a cone stuck 
under your car and end up 
dragging it all of the way 

back to the pits while everyone has to wait 
for you to get it out from under your car. 

had a following like no other. It only made 
sense that there would be others that feel 
the way I do towards the Fiero. But the car 
gave me a prize that I never knew existed. 
The camaraderie of the fellow Fiero owner. 
The first Fiero owners we encountered were 
the Kelley’s. They talked us into the whole 
show scene. The rest is history. I must thank 
them for exposing us to this Fiero com-
munity. Since then our Fiero enthusiasm 
has grown by leaps and bounds. We are 
now the proud owners of 6 Fieros and have 
made true life long friends. This car has 
been the most fun I have ever had owning 
a vehicle. Enclosed you’ll find some before 
and after photos. 

Enjoy’em. – Rob D.

List of modifications to date;
•  Smiths Performance 17” rims with 
 Dunlop SP9000 rubber
•  Performance built motor with Center   
 force dual friction clutch, full poly mounts
•  2 1/4” exhaust with flow master muffler
•  Accel programmable DFI (not installed yet)
•  RCC 11” brake upgrade with blazer master  
 cylinder and SS braided lines
•  Full RCC coil over suspension with tubular  
 control arms and poly bushings
• Big bars front and back
•  Tom’s flush mount headlight kit
•  APR Drag wing
•  Sunbird hood vents
•  Mr. Mikes leather interior
•  Alpine entertainment system 
•  Alpine digital security system
•  Hooker chrome roll bar
•  Custom marble dash inserts

And there’s always more to come!

Rob D’s Black 86 GT
Continued from previous page

Pumpkin Quickie (Solo 1 Mods)
next to the coolant lines and actually ran an 
extra cable for the ground and grounded the 
battery at the box. I didn’t want to risk any 
electrical demons because of a bad ground, 
plus the battery trunk mount kit that I got 
at the swap meet (which I only used for 
the cables and terminals) had enough cable 

Embarrassing but you’ll live. 
You mess up on a hillclimb and 
you’ll be trying to fix guardrail 
damage at best. 

Here’s the equipment I 
needed for the Pumpkin:

•4 Point rollbar
•5-point harness
•Fire extinguisher with 

metal Bracket
•Racing Numbers (used 

some cool looking shelf pa-
per)

Personnel Equipment I 
needed for myself:

•2 Layer Nomex driver 
suit 

•Nomex Socks
•Nomex Head Sock
•Shoes with leather uppers 

(good sneakers will work)
•Leather Gloves (I had 

nomex flyers gloves)
•Snell 95 Helmet
•Arm Restraints (you have 

to drive with the window down 
so this is to keep your arms in 
the car incase of a rollover) I 
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had to borrow someone’s once and didn’t 
like them so Terri bought me an orange 
window net...cool.

My first race was the Pagoda Hill Climb 
in Reading, PA. My first hurdle was to get 
the car through tech inspection. Since I’m 
a novice I had to get the car looked at on 
Friday night, this way if they find anything 
wrong with the car you have all night to get 
it fixed. Also all novices have an extra driv-
ers meeting to go to Sat morning, so they 
want to make sure you get the car teched 
in already and not miss this very impor-
tant meeting. The car passed no problem, 
but I did have to borrow someone’s arm 
restraints and had to find a way to put on 
some numbers. I was going to buy some 
vinyl graphic numbers ahead of time but 
if the car didn’t pass I would have looked 
dumb with these numbers on the car, plus I 
also didn’t want to jinx myself. I ended up 
getting some cool black marbled shelf pa-
per from Wal-Mart and cut out some crude 
high school football style numbers. They 
came out really nice and the marbling looks 

like lightning on the numbers. The other 
thing I had to do was the painful beating 
of my wallet. It cost $95 for two days of 
racing which all in all isn’t too bad for two 
days but since I wasn’t member of anything 
I had to pay $55 
for SCCA mem-
bership, $20 for 
L o c a l  S C C A 
chapter member-
ship, $25 for my 
racing license 
and another $5 
to reserve my 
number for the 
season. Lucky 
for me this is a 
once a year thing 
and my father 
paid for every-
thing. He’s my sponsor and the one who 
suggested I try Hillclimbing in the first 
place.

Saturday I showed up at the bottom 
of the hill and attended the Novice safety 

The pits at Jefferson Raceway.

meeting where they told us of any surprises 
with the hill. Then they took all of the 
Novices up on a flatbed and pointed out 
all of the turns and tricky areas. Next we 
got to do three touring runs up the hill to 
get familiar with it. The Pennsylvania’s 
Hillclimb Association’s novice program 
is excellent and they consider you novice 
if you have never run that particular hill 
before. You could have a last name of Unser 
and still be considered a novice if you’ve 
never been up the hill before. 

The track was very fun and has one turn 
called “Oh S—T” where you CAN take it at 
full throttle but doesn’t look like it since it’s 
a dogleg left and the mountain is blocking 
your view. Not to mention you’re doing the 
fastest speed of the run (I think I was in the 
80’s, too busy to look at the speed). I never 
did make it around the turn with out lifting 

off the gas at least a little. That little voice 
in your head that says “Your going to die 
if you don’t lift!” was just too loud. We got 
two runs in then it started raining. This is a 
rain or shine event but since everyone al-
ready had two dry runs everyone knew that 
it would be pointless to try to improve on 
your times. I did end up running once in the 
rain to get a feel for the cars new handling 
characteristics on a wet surface.

Sunday was a great day. A lot less hu-
midity and after the first run the track dried 
out. I got six more runs in Sunday and had 
one very exciting one where I did a little 
sliding action. The last run I put 2 more 
pounds of tire pressure in the rear tires since 
I was sliding around a little too much. What 
a difference! She was sticking like glue but 
for some reason the run was .2 seconds 
slower. Must have been that the little bit of 
wheel spin was keeping the engine up into 
the power band better. If I could have had 

Continued on following pageHere’s my rollbar.
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another run I could have hit every turn a 
tad faster...but hey live and learn. 

I just got done with my second Hill-
climb in Weatherly, which was also a blast. 
I got about 10 runs, 5 each day and this hill 
is totally different. It has a real fun jump 
on the top of the hill (as long as you don’t 
land in the woods) and the one turn is called 
The Wall. That one is kind of like half of 
the Luganu Sega Corkscrew but going up. 
The turn is so steep they even got school 
bus hi-centered there once. 

Anyone interested in trying a hillclimb 
or coming out to watch just let me know. 

UPDATE ON
BRAKE 

CONVERSION
If you remember I had done an 

article on the Grand Am brake con-
version. I said I would give you an 
update of how the system worked on 
the track. I had just got done running 
our SOLO1 season finale at Jefferson 
Circuit at Summit Point Raceway. 
This is a 1.1 mile long 8 turn track 
which is pretty fast and has three 
places where the brakes have to be hit 
hard. We did four lap sessions with 
three of those laps being timed. Not 
once did I have the brakes go mushy 
and that was with some turns being 
taken with lots of trailing braking 
(creating over steer by staying on 
the brakes as you turn to bring the 
rear end out) 

The weakest link in the brakes 
was the tires since I had to modulate 
the pedal to keep the tires from lock-
ing up. The brakes did smoke a little 
at the end of my session and was a 
tad smelly but overall I’m very happy 
with the brakes. Next year I’m going 
to run racing tires so we’ll have to 
see if they still hold up since I’ll be 
able to get on the brakes harder and 
longer since the tires will grip better. 
-- Keith and Terri 

Bottom of the hill at Giant’s Despair.

Yes, it looks as much fun as it is. Jefferson’s main turn at speed.

Jefferson’s main turn again.

Here’s one of the turns at Weatherly. You can tell all speed limits were folllowed. Wink 
wink. You can also see the orange window net Terri got me.
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If you’re fortunate enough to own one of the V6 Fieros, welcome to the 7th 
Injector Club! “Wait a minute - 7 injectors?”, you say. Yes, you read correctly. 
Often overlooked, but just as important as its brothers, the 7th injector is used 
during cold starts only. This “Cold Start Injector” (catchy name, huh?) is used 
when engine coolant temperature is below 95°F (35°C for my Canadian friends). 
But why the need for an additional injector? When an engine is cold, it needs 
more fuel to start it. The 6 injectors that normally run the engine do not provide 
enough fuel because they are not pulsed “ON” long enough. Sure - you can crank 
the engine until there’s enough fuel in the cylinders, and then it will start, but 
GM knew that you wouldn’t go for that and included this 7th injector to improve 
cold weather start-ups. This injector is threaded into the back side of the intake 
manifold (right near the distributor). It has it’s own direct passage in the base 
plate for injecting fuel, unlike the other injectors. Air is supplied from the throttle 
body into the lower plenum to mix with the fuel. There are six, 5 mm orifices that 
feed the mixture into each cylinder. Fuel feed is directly from the fuel rail. The 
entire circuit is controlled by a thermo time switch called a “Cold Start Valve”. This 
valve is only activated during crank mode, and will only operate for a *maximum* 
of 8 seconds at -4°F (-20°C) Power for the circuit is supplied directly from the 
starter solenoid and is fuse protected. So, when Old Man Winter has you stuck 
to your Mr. Mikes leather seats (you should have bought the heated version!), 
take comfort in knowing that the 7th injector is doing it’s duty to help start your 
Fiero, if only for the first 8 seconds of cranking. 

6 Cylinders, 7 Injectors??

Show off your club colors and support 
your club for the future! We have sev-
eral items of apparel and accessories 
for your car which have the club logo 
emblazoned on them. Also available are 
a few toy Fieros. Any profits made from 
these items go into the club treasury, 
to make a better club for everyone. 
Contact Jeff Ramberg (see Page 2 for 
contact info) for availability as some 
items may not be available anymore or 
may need to be ordered. Anyone have 
ideas for additional items?

T-SHIRTS: Available in several colors, 
grey and stonewash blue are most popular. 
Printed with red and gold MAFOA logo on 
front. $12.00 each.
New T-shirt Design Now Available! New 
t-shirts have a large Fiero Emblem, with 
Mid Atlantic Fiero Owners Association 
printed on the front and www.fieropride.
com on the back. $12.00 each.

SWEATSHIRTS: Grey sweatshirts are 
most popular, other colors are available 
by special order. Printed with red and gold 
MAFOA logo on front and www.fieropride.
com on the back. $18 each.

VINYL WINDOW STICKERS: Vinyl 
stickers depicting the MAFOA logo for rear 
window, to show your club loyalty as you 
drive around, and at shows. These are 
very similar to the stickers youʼve seen 
on other memberʼs cars in the past, but 
with club website included. New Low Price 
$5.00 each.

WINDOW-MOUNTED FLAGS: This 
is a nice flag about 12”x14” made from 
gold or red nylon fabric, double thickness, 
with large Pegasus shield and MAFOA 
logo printed in black. Itʼs mounted on a 
pole (about 20” long) that is made to clip 
over the top edge of a window. It can also 
clip on sunroof glass, or the flag can be 
removed from the pole and slipped onto 
the antenna. $12.00 each.

FIERO HAT PINS: We have a few 
different designs. Will have pictures in 
future issues.
We are looking into engraved name tags 
and lapel pins featuring the MAFOA 
logo.

MAFOA
MERCHANDISE
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NEFA Annual 
Meeting

Saturday March 9th was the second 
annual NEFA club meeting.  It’s hard to 
believe 2 years have passed since the club 
was formed.  We also had our annual voting 
at that time.  New officers for NEFA are:

President:  Renee Dabrowski
Treasurer:  Andy Virzi
Director, Recorder:  Gwen Randolph
Director, Membership:  Ray Paulk
Director, Webmaster:  Eric Schneck
I would like to thank all who voted for 

me for club President.  I have many ideas 
for our club, including club window decals, 
which are now underway.  I will do my best 
to get our little cars the recognition they 
deserve!  I am here to help the directors and 
members in any way I can.  Steve Kelley 
and Brian Ream continue as Activities Di-
rectors and have promised us a great year, 
which includes our first annual NEFA Car 
Show!  Andy Virzi will continue to make 
the events memorable with his wonderful 
photographic skills! 

Ray Paulk is now in command of the 
memberships and promises to get us on the 
right track for 2002 and Eric Schneck has 
many great ideas for our NEFA webpage.  
If anyone has ideas to help our club become 
the best it can be, please don’t hesitate to 
email any of us! Keep your eyes open for 
NEFA club T-shirts and other merchandise 
to be coming VERY soon!

 Renee Dabrowski, President, 
 New England Fiero Association

Lineup of Fieros at the meeting. 

Dues paying time. 

Andy Virzi counts out his 
dues in pennies. 

Phil Randolph and new 
president Renee rummage 
upstairs in the barn for 
any needed parts.

Dave Paulk uses yoga to make sure his Fiero is ready for the trip to Carlisle this year.

Host for the event, Kick 
Hill’s Bob Parker and family 
provided all-you-can-eat 
candy, pizza, soda, coffee, 
brownies and the run of the 
place for the meeting.
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NEFA TECH 
SESSION HELD
Hi, everyone.

Just a note to say ‘Thanks’ to all who 
made our first Tech Session.  We had 20 
entries on the sign-up list, which is awe-
some!!  Thanks to all who came, and we’ll 
get a write-up of the session as well as links 
to some “how-to’s” on the pride site within 
the week.

Gotta tell everyone - the best way to get 
tons of work done on your car is to hold a 
tech session! 

We reviewed new carpet installa-
tion (thanks a lot to Dave Poole for the 
Dynamat and carpet installation) and 1.6 
Roller Rocker installation (thanks to Eric 
Schneck).  We also reviewed the headliner 
installation, and looked at an original head-
liner and how it looks when the material is 
pulled off.  Also, we checked out a backing 
that had already been epoxied. 

I have to insert a quick plug for my 
wife, Theresa, for the big lunch of salad, 
baked ziti, and cookies for all.

After lunch, most people headed out-
side to check out the assortment of Fiero’s 
that people arrived in. A few hardy folks 
stayed around and we did burn out an old 
bushing, but that was around 4:00.

Thanks again to our sponsors, who 
donated various items for the raffle:

Kick Hill Farm
Held Motorsports
The Fiero Store
Wal-Mart
Steve Kelley

Hope to see everyone at Andy Virzi’s 
tech session on May 4 to review Polish-
ing/Detailing and have a BBQ.

Brian Ream,
NEFA Events Director

Standing around the project car discussing the Poly bushing install. 

 Brian demonstrating how to change the carpet panels on the doors.

Eric Schneck hard at work changing to 1.6 Roller  Rockers.

Thanks in advance to Avengador1 and 
Chester, whose pictures for page 12, I admit 
to ripping off from Cliff Pennock’s Fiero Forum 
where they posted them. It was press time and 
I was a page short... not to mention they were 
excellent for use here. More suitable credit 
next time when I know your real names.
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is more conduction, and the sensor puts out a 
voltage above 0.6v. With lean exhaust, there 
is about 2% oxygen in the exhaust. This is a 
smaller difference in oxygen from the inside to 
outside surfaces, which results in less conduc-
tion and a voltage signal below 0.3v.

The sensor is like an open circuit and pro-
duces no voltage when it is below 600°F. An 
open sensor or cold sensor causes open loop 
operation. Remember that the oxygen sensor 
indicates to the ECM what is happening in the 
exhaust. It does not cause things to happen. It 
is a type of gage: high oxygen content = lean 
mixture; low oxygen content = rich mixture. 
The ECM adjusts the fuel to keep the system 
working.

Disconnecting the oxygen sensor and 

Demystifying the O2 Sensor
grounding the lead from the ECM will simulate 
a lean exhaust condition. Applying voltage 
to the ECM through a digital voltmeter on 
the 20-volt scale will simulate a rich exhaust 
condition.

A special antiseize compound (part No. 
5613695 or equivalent) is used on new oxygen 
sensor threads. The compound consists of a 
liquid graphite and glass beads. The graphite 
will tend to burn away, but the glass beads will 
remain, making the sensor easier to remove. If 
a sensor is removed from an engine, and if for 
any reason, it is to be reinstalled, the threads 
must have antiseize compound applied prior 
to reinstallation. New or service sensors will 
already have the compound applied to the 
threads. 

The oxygen sensor element is made of a 
ceramic material called zirconia. Zirconia is 
an electrolyte that conducts electricity under 
certain chemical conditions. The inside surface 
of the element is open to the atmosphere. The 
outside surface is a ground terminal. The ele-
ment is an insulator when cold. At operating 
temperatures, it becomes a semiconductor. A 
platinum coating on the outer surface stimulates 
further combustion of the exhaust gases right 
at the surface. This helps keep the element up 
to the desired temperature (600°F). When the 
element gets hot, it conducts electricity.

The atmosphere has 21% oxygen in it. Rich 
exhaust has almost no oxygen. When there 
is a large difference in the amount of oxygen 
touching the inside and outside surfaces, there 

If you have a persistent coolant leak in the 
area of the water pump and you’re sure it’s not 
any of the hoses on that end of the engine, the 
water pump shaft seal is probably shot, and 
the coolant is leaking out of the weep hole.

Here are some tips to help when 
replacing the pump.

• Buy a new pump, not a remanufactured 
one, and make sure it has the metal impel-
ler, not plastic.  Stores like AutoZone sell a 
new pump, with metal impeller, gasket, and 
lifetime warranty, for less than $30.

• After you have the old pump off clean the 
pump mounting surface on the timing chain 
cover thoroughly, removing all the old gasket 
material.

• Use a good gasket sealer (Permatex(r) 
Water Pump & Thermostat Housing RTV 
silicone Gasket sealant works well for me), 
and apply a thin layer to the water pump, then 
on the gasket after mounting the gasket on 
the pump.  This will hold the gasket in place 
till you orient the pump and start some bolts, 
and provide a good seal against leaks.

It’s been my experience - by Denny Lambert

Tips on 2.8L Water Pump replacement
• Use anti-seize compound on 

the bolt threads.
• There are 3 sizes of bolts 

used to mount the water pump 
to the timing chain cover.  Here 
are the sizes and the appropri-
ate torque for each size:

• M6X1.00 (requires 10 mm 
socket to loosen/tighten); torque 
6-9 LB. FT.

• M8X1.25 (requires 13 mm 
socket to loosen/tighten); torque 
13-18 LB. FT.

• M8X1.50 (requires 15 mm socket to 
loosen/tighten); torque 20-30 LB. FT.

• Use the illustrated (Figure 1) tightening 
sequence to torque the bolts, first snugly 
tightening the bolts following the sequence 
using a standard ratchet, and then repeating 
the sequence using a torque wrench.

• Use a good thread sealant, such as sili-
cone tape, to seal the heater hose pipe when 
installing into the new water pump.  Tighten 
the pipe till it bottoms out in the threaded hole 
provided for it.

Figure 1: Water pump bolt Tightening 
sequence, 2.8L V6.

• When reinstalling the water pump pulley, 
torque the bolts to 13-18 LB. FT.
Happy Fieroing! -Denny
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By Eric Schneck
The Electronic Control Module (ECM) is the 
heart of your fuel injection system. Located di-
rectly behind the center storage compartment, 
it constantly monitors the information from 
various sensors, and controls the systems that 
affect vehicle performance. The ECM performs 
the diagnostic functions of the system. It can 
recognize operational problems, alert the driver 
through the “SERVICE ENGINE SOON” light, 
and store a code or codes, which identify the 
problem areas to aid the technician in making 
repairs. Your ECM is so quick it can send the 
entire contents of its data stream to a scan tool 
in approximately 1.25 seconds. The 2 main 
components of the ECM are the ECM itself 
and the MEM-CAL (this stands for Memory and 
Calibration unit). The MEM-CAL is also called 
an EPROM, or Erasable Programmable Read 
Only Memory chip. The replaceable MEM-
CAL is used to program the ECM with a set of 
instructions that are particular to the vehicle, 
such as model year emissions and engine and 
transmission options, for instance.

The ECM looks at voltages from several 
sensors to determine how much fuel to give 
the engine. The fuel is delivered under one 
of several conditions, called “modes”. All the 
modes are controlled by the ECM, and are 
as follows:

Starting Mode: When the key is first turned 
ON, the ECM will turn on the fuel pump relay 
for two seconds, and the fuel pump will build 
pressure. During engine crank, for each dis-
tributor reference pulse the ECM will deliver 
an injector pulse (synchronized). The crank 
air/fuel ratio will be used if the throttle position 
sensor is less than 80 percent open. Crank air 
fuel is determined by the ECM and ranges from 
1.5:1 at -36°C to 14.7:1 at 94°C.

Clear Flood Mode: If for some reason the 
engine should become flooded, provisions 
have been made to clear this condition. To 
clear the flood, the driver must depress the 
accelerator pedal enough to open wide-open 
throttle position. The ECM then issues injec-
tor pulses at a rate that would be equal to an 
air/fuel ratio of 20:1. The ECM maintains this 
injector rate as long as the throttle remains 

at wide-open and the engine RPM is below 
600. If the throttle position becomes less than 
80 percent, the ECM then would immediately 
pulse the injector calculated by the ECM based 
upon the coolant temperature.

Run Mode: The RUN mode has two 
conditions called OPEN LOOP and CLOSED 
LOOP. When the engine is first started, and the 
engine is above 400 RPM, the system goes into 
OPEN LOOP operation. In OPEN LOOP, the 
CM will ignore the signal from the Oxygen (2) 
Sensor, and calculates the air/fuel ratio based 
on inputs from the coolant and MAP sensors. 
The system will stay in OPEN LOOP until the 
following conditions are met: 1. The O2 sensor 
has varying voltage output, showing that it is 
hot (600°F) enough to operate properly. (This 
depends on temperature) 2. The Coolant Sen-
sor is above a specified temperature (150°F). 
3. A specific amount of time has elapsed after 
starting the engine (2.5 minutes). The specific 
values for the above conditions vary with differ-
ent engines, and are stored in the MEM-CAL. 
When these conditions are met, the system 
goes into CLOSED LOOP. In CLOSED LOOP, 
the ECM  will calculate the air/fuel ratio (injec-
tor on-time) based on the signal from the O2 
sensor. This allows the air/fuel ratio to stay very 
close to 14.7:1.

Acceleration Enrichment Mode: When the 
engine is required to accelerate, the opening of 
the throttle valve(s) causes a rapid increase in 
manifold absolute pressure (MAP). This rapid 
increase in MAP causes fuel to condense 
on the manifold walls. The ECM senses this 
increase in throttle angle and MAP, and sup-
plies additional fuel for a short period of time. 
This prevents the engine from stumbling due 
to too lean a mixture.

Deceleration Leanout Mode: Upon decel-
eration, a leaner fuel mixture is required to 
reduce emission of hydrocarbons (HC) and 
carbon monoxide (CO). To adjust the injector 
on-time, the ECM uses the decrease in throttle 
position to calculate a decrease in pulse width. 
To maintain an idle fuel ratio of 14.7:1, fuel 
output is momentarily reduced due to remain-
ing fuel in the intake manifold.

Deceleration Fuel Cut-Off Mode: The pur-

pose of deceleration fuel cut-off is to remove 
fuel from the engine during extreme decel-
eration conditions. Deceleration fuel cut-off is 
based on values of manifold pressure, throttle 
position, and engine RPM stored in the MEM-
CAL. Deceleration fuel cut-off overrides the 
deceleration enleanment mode.

Battery Voltage Correction Mode: Battery 
voltage correction compensates for variations 
in battery voltage to the fuel pump and injector 
response. The ECM modifies the pulse width 
by a correction factor in the MEM-CAL. When 
battery voltage decreases, pulse width increas-
es. Battery voltage correction takes place in all 
operating modes. The ECM does not receive a 
reference pulse from the distributor. To prevent 
dieseling, fuel delivery is completely stopped 
as soon as the engine is stopped. Flooding 
is prevented because the ECM will not allow 
any fuel delivery until it receives distributor 
reference pulses.

Back-Up Mode: In this mode the ECM runs 
on the CALPAC. The CALPAC is a chip that 
allows the ECM to run the engine using only 
the distributor reference and throttle position 
inputs to change the fuel and timing calcula-
tions. This mode is used only when the ECM 
cannot operate normally and is sometimes 
referred to as the “limp home” mode. 

Demystifying the ECM

5 hardest bolts to 
reach in a Fiero

By members of Pennock’s Fiero Forum

1.  Both Upper A/C Compressor Bolts on 
a V-6 with the engine in.
2.  The sailpanel nut (for the notch-
backs). 
3.  ALL the exhaust manifold bolts. Just 
when you think its going to bust loose it 
breaks.
4.  Lower control arm bolts
5.  This is not a bolt, nut or screw but 
a cap. Try doing an oil change on the 
northstar engine in a Fiero. The cap for 
the oil filter is pushed up against a hinge 
and the firewall. Once you get the cap 
off, good luck trying to get a funnel in 
there. (The price paid for performance)
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Fiero 
Questions & 

Answers
We hope to have room every issue to run answers to 
frequently asked Fiero questions.  Questions can be 
submitted to either newsletter editor (Joshua Bum-
pus at Fiero64@mediaone.net or Jennifer Gilbert 
at Fierochic88@hotmail.com).  Answers will then 
be sought from knowledgeable people in the Fiero 
community.  Our first column features a question from 
a regular MAFOA member who seems to be having 
quite a dilemma:

 Dear Pride:
I’m having a problem with a few of my 
Fieros and hope the club can offer some 
assistance. The problem is that my kids 
want to drive my Fieros and I don’t think 
it’s fair. Then I can’t drive them. I was 
wondering if I should get the kids a Ferrari 
to drive around?
Too Many Fieros

Dear Too Many Fieros:
From the sounds of your name, you should 
have plenty for all to drive!  Our solution 
is that you buy each of your kids a 1988 T-
Top 5 Speed GT for a nice car and maybe a 
1988 T-Top Formula for a daily driver.  Let 
them pick the colors though I recommend 
Silver and Yellow for one kid and Red and 
Medium Red Metallic for the other.  I bet 
then they will stop driving your cars!  Good 
luck with your problems and remember you 
can never have “Too Many Fieros!”
From someone who has 
experience in these matters!

On October 6th, around 25 Fiero Own-
ers ventured out in the lovely fall weather to 
enjoy a tech session hosted by the Gilbert’s 
in Oley, PA. Some came from as far away 
as Canada and Ohio! The session was led 
by Jim Gilbert and centered on R-134A air 
conditioning conversions. The basic advan-
tages of the conversion were discussed as 
well as other methods of cooling your car. 
A complete conversion was performed on 
a 1986 4 cylinder coupe (Thanks Jen for 
letting your car be the victim!). Jim had 
performed many steps of the conversion 
prior to the session and then discussed each 
step at the session. He then demonstrated 
how to add the R-134A. 

The session was complete with a raffle 
which included a R-134A kit. Items in the 

Tech Day at the Gilbert’s
raffle were graciously donated by Rodney 
Dickman, AutoZone, Advance Auto, Pep 
Boys, Bob Schlag & MAFOA to name 
a few!

After a nice pot luck lunch many of the 
attendees ventured out on a Road Rally 
designed by Jennifer and Jim. The course 
took participants around some lovely Oley 
Valley scenery and through the hills of 
Reading. It ended at the Pennside Drive 
In where awards were handed out to the 
winners who are as follows:
• 1st place - Joe Rebilas & Bruce Walters
• 2nd place - Mike Shirk & Jason Haughey
• 3rd place - Justin Cohen & Don Haag

This is a new feature that we have 
added as of 2002. Members will be featured 
in each issue and selected by the chapter 
Presidents.

Our very first MAFOA “Member of 
the Month” has been a loyal member of 
MAFOA since 1997. Denny Lambert, is a 
familiar face to all who know Fieros and 
can be found at nearly every Fiero show or 
gathering, frequently accompanied by his 
wife Lynn who is rumored to own the two 
Fieros that Denny claims as his!

Denny was born in Johnstown, PA and 
he swears that it is not true that everyone 
there is related! Regardless of the truth 
in this tale, Denny’s parents moved their 
family to Lancaster in 1966 and he still 
resides near Lancaster today. Aside from 
his wife, Denny’s family also consists of 
his daughter, Stephanie who is an English 
major at nearby Millersville University.

When asked about his hobbies, aside 
from Fieros, (yes we knew this was stretch-
ing things!) Denny’s response was “Fieros, 
hunting, Fieros.” Our guess is that poor 
Denny has Fieros on the brain! This is a 
good thing for the club though because 
Denny has been an outstanding asset to 
MAFOA and is frequently seen right up 
front helping our President whenever 

MAFOA Member of the Month

needed!
Lots of crazy things have happened to 

Denny since he joined MAFOA. However, 
he selected the craziest as meeting Bob 
and Penny Schlag :). Actually when told 
he had to reconsider this statement due 
to it’s offensive nature :) he then changed 
his mind to the time he had to help repair 
Bob’s “Gargoyle” in a “hellacious” thunder 
storm. All in all though, in the words of Mr. 
Denny Lambert “It’s been a fun ride these 
last five years!”

Thank you Denny for being such a great 
member of MAFOA!
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Further information about the items below 
(including some pictures) can be found at 
www.fieropride.com under the “For Sale” 
section. If you are interested in having 
something listed in the newsletter and/or on 
the web-site please contact info@fieropride.
com.

FIEROS FOR SALE
1988 YELLOW FIERO, 4-Cyl. Auto. Sunroof, 

New Tires, Brakes. Great Shape. Interior 
In Very Good Shape Also. 145,000 Miles 
On Car But 35,000 On Rebuilt Motor. 
Car Is In CT, Ready To Go. Looking For 
$1700.00. Email Is Stulle@Prodigy.Net 
(1-06-02)

1986 FIERO 2M4 for sale. Original owner, 
original condition. 5 Speed manual 
transmission. Perfect condition. A/C, 
tilt wheel. Runs everyday. 82,350 miles. 
Like new inside and out. Asking $3500 
or best offer. Contact George in Ormond 
Beach, Florida at e-mail GFT48@aol.com 
or 386-673-8012. (12-30-01).

BLACK 1986 FIERO 2M4, new paint, body 
good. Automatic Transmission. Runs 
good, 130,000 miles. No sunroof. In-
terior good. High-Tech Turbo wheels. 
Spoiler. Asking $2,000 or best offer, will 
consider interesting trades. Joe. Tom’s 
River, NJ. 732-288-2657 (12-27-01)

I HAVE TO SELL MY 1987 SE. It is silver 
with a V-6 engine and a 5 speed manual 
transmission with a new clutch. It has 
A/C, Power windows, Power Door Locks. 
$2000 o.b.o. For more info contact Dylan 
Arnold at DylanArnold@Hotmail.com 
or call 707 869-8113. Guerneville, Ca. 
(11-29-01)

I AM CONSIDERING SELLING my 87 Fiero 
its electric blue in beautiful condition 
69,000 original miles. Runs great re-
movable sun roof, interior is beautiful, 
comes with custom cover, torn in one 
place asking 4,500 if interested contact 
me at beardreamsjoln@yahoo.com (11-
26-01).

1986 FIERO SE. 60k miles, A/C, AM/FM/
cassette stereo, power windows, power 
trunk, spoiler, White exterior, gray in-
terior, 5-spd, V-6, runs like new, looks 
excellent. All original including window 
sticker, original red plug wires, etc. Will 
also include sales brochure, GM front 
end bra, and numerous extras including 
factory posters. Never driven in snow, 
rarely in the rain. Asking $4200. Contact 
Matt at me.turner@rcn.com. Car is lo-
cated in New Hampshire. (10-27-01)

1988 MERA (Ferrari 308 replica) 2.8 V6, 
5-speed with only 41k original miles. 
This is one of the finest examples of 
only 247 Meras ever built . It has been 
meticulously maintained, is mechanically 
perfect, and very reliable. The paint, a 
metallic 2-tone charcoal gray, is flaw-
less and the black interior has been 
customized with a Pisa dash cover, 
hand-stitched/ pleated seats, Blaupunkt 
stereo, gated sport shifter, and leather& 
carbon-fiber accents. The chassis is low-
ered 1” via dropped front spindles /rear 
sport springs and rides on Chromodora 
rims. The engine is stock, aside from a 
Crane hi-output coil, free-er-flow cat, 
and a 205 degree fan switch. The car is 
a equipped with ac, pw, pm, cruise, and 
an alarm system. Overall condition is 
show room. The car has won both “Best 
of Show” and “ Best Paint” trophies was 

featured in the 1999 4th quarter edi-
tion of “Fiero Owner”. Asking $18,500. 
Contact Bill at (518) 783-0743. E-mail: 
wvandyne@nycap.rr.com. (Upstate New 
York) (10-7-01)

1986 RED FIERO GT Fastback. V6 engine, 
auto, sunroof, air conditioning, power 
locks and windows, 23,000 original 
miles. Very Clean. $4,700 Hamden, Con-
necticut. Email jgsu27@aol.com Phone 
203-230-1379 ask for John. (10-7-01)

1986 FIERO SE, V6, 4 Speed, Silver, Sun-
roof, Spoiler, 100% original including 
tires, 16,000 miles. This car was bought 
new in southern California, and still 
owned by the in a heated garage since. 
It still has the black and gold California 
Plates. It has never been licensed in PA. 
Driven once a year to a local Cruise. 
Female owned, non smoker. $7500. 
(814) 437-3615 coosette@csonline.net 
(11-14-01)

1986 PONTIAC FIERO SE for sale. Original 
owner. Low miles, new tires, great 
interior, and all power. $4000 or best 
offer. E-mail-massiecapster@excite.com. 
(11-14-01)

ONE OF THE ONLY 614 FACTORY GT T-Tops 
made, bright red with beechwood leather 
interior and gold wheels, 5 speed manual 
trans, full option package. No accidents, 
no rust, regular oil changes and service, 
one cracked rocker panel (right side, near 
rear wheel). 96k miles. A great value at 
$5,000. Located in San Jose, CA. Contact 
owner Loren Winckler, (408) 997-6278, 
winckler@pacbell.net for details. (Sub-
mitted by Ray Paulk from the Pontiac 
Fiero T-Top Registry) (11-14-01)

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

The MAFOA toolbox now consists of a Brake Repair 
Kit, an Engine Hanger, a Rivet Tool, a Steering 
Wheel Puller, a lock plate remover, a Suspension 
Bushing Removal and Installation Tool, and a Scan 
Tool. All tools include operating manuals.

We also now have a Cruise Control Tester, 
donated by Bob Nielsen.

The most recent addition is a dolly, with wheels, 

to support a Fiero frame while the cradle is re-
moved. This was donated by Paul Stevens.

Loan policy states that the member sends us 
a deposit for the value of the tool. We will hold the 
check until the tool is returned. The member is 
responsible for paying any postage for shipping.

Contact MAFOA for details and availability of 
tools, as well as suggestions for additional tools. 

The

MAFOA 
toolbox

by Bob Schlag



Page 18 Fiero Pride

Ads are free for current members and will run for two 
issues, unless otherwise requested. Contact Bob Schlag 
(MAFOA) or Joshua Bumpus (NEFA) – See pages 2 & 
3 for addresses – if you have a new ad or would like an 
existing ad to continue.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
1986 FIERO COUPE. One owner, non smoker. 

175,000 miles. Gold exterior and interior. 
Car has been retired for the last 2 years. 
Some rear panel damage. Asking $2,000. 
Call Phil or Joanne. 610.495.7923. Car 
is in Royersford Pa. Near Pottstown or 
Philadelphia. (11-14-01)

87 FIERO GT AUTO Silver all options 140,000 
miles. Good body condition, interior 
rough. $2000 87 Fiero coupe 4cyl, 5spd, 
air cond, 77,000 miles, bright blue. Car 
damaged left rear. Spoiler good. Front 
body very good. Interior good, Eng and 
trans good. New clutch. It was a nice car 
before accident. FREE with purchase of 
87 GT above. My plans were to use the 
nearly new parts and interior from the 
coupe to fix up the GT. The 87 coupe was 
damaged as a result of the parking brake 
not set properly and the car rolled down 
the driveway in to a tree. The frame strut 
area was pushed one inch plus other 
damage. So I had been looking for a 
Fiero in need of attention that could use 
the stuff from the wrecked car. Hence we 
came to own a GT. The coupes new parts 
are: steering rack, all rotors, calipers, 
struts, shocks. For more information 
contact: Phelps A. Forrest 98 Teen 717-
933-8339 phelps@nbn.net located 10 
minutes from Myerstown or ten minutes 
from I-78, Bethel exit. (11/14/2001)

1984 2M4 SE: 2.5 Liter (4-cyl) 6,125 
original miles, Automatic Transmission, 
AM/FM cassette stereo, Air condition-
ing, Cruise control, Tilt steering wheel, 
Power windows-mirrors, Original tires, 
Original windshield washer fluid, Always 
Garaged. E-mail or call any questions 
to Ray Uhron of Hastings, PA. (814) 
247-8260 or ruhron@never-enuff.net 
(11-14-01)

AS A RESULT OF ARTHRITIS (wrists and 
elbows), I find it too difficult to do 
serious wrench turning to finish my 
Northstar-powered 355 project and I’m 
willing to sell it for my parts cost (much 
of which was obtained by FOA at good 
discounts). Basically, it is comprised of 
a 1988 Formula platform profession-
ally stretched 3” (it’s so good that you 
cannot tell where the stretch is!), 1996 
300HP Northstar engine mated to 1988 
Getrag 5 Ferrari body (installed), all 
new suspension (coil-over in rear, drop 
spindles in front), all new brakes (my 
big brake kit), all emblems, new BBS 
Pinninfaria 17” wheels, much, much 
more,including many Formula parts 
removed from donor car. Let me know 
if you’re interested and I will calculate 
my cost. Located in Montgomery, TX. 
Bob Nielsen. NielsenR@msn.com (11-
14-01)

I HAVE A 1986 FIERO SE 2M6 I am selling. It 
is in pretty good condition. I have some 
after market parts like, the short shifter, 
cross drilled rotor, and the Holley scoop. 
The seats were re-upholstered and are in 
excellent condition. The paint is average, 
excellent for as old as it is. The water 
pump, clutch, tire’s (BF Goodrich Radial 
T/A’s), catalytic converter, Master Brake 
Cylinder, and calipers have all been re-
placed. It does need a muffler definitely, 
I am not sure if anything else is needed, 
it seems to drive fine. We have owned it 
since it had 27,000 miles on it. It now has 
150,000. It is Gold and has, sunroof, ac, 
4 speed, and the extra gauges. I live in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. PATRM@aol.
com Patrick Moulds (717-361-7820) 
(11-14-01)

1987 FIERO. MAROON, Base model, 4 
cylinder, 5 speed, 133k miles. Clutch 
overhauled 1998/11 @ 126k. Tires 
replaced 1999/04 @ 128k. Needs new 
seats, brakes, headliner As you can see, 
I haven’t driven this much in the past 
year. It needs work, but it runs! I don’t 
want to sell this to any old someone 
looking through the newspaper ads; I’m 
looking for some Fiero enthusiast who 
wants it for fun or for parts. Located in 
Rockville, MD $250 / o.b.o. Dave Freitag 
dfreitag@denro.com (301)-840-1597 
x197 (work) (11-14-01)

1987 MEDIUM RED METALLIC GT. PA 
Inspected and ready to go! You could 
drive this car to California! Automatic 
with all the power options (windows, 
mirrors, locks & trunk release). Car 
has tilt, cruise control, rear defogger, 
air conditioning and an aftermarket 
removable sunroof with storage bag. 
The paint is in very nice condition and 
the grey interior is excellent with perfect 
seats and Fiero GT floormats. Pioneer 
head unit and speakers. Strong running 
engine @ 128k. Car has been run on 
Mobil 1 Synthetic oil the past few years. 
$3000. For more information contact Jim 
Gilbert at jgilbert@talon.net or by calling 
610-939-9379. Pictures available. Car is 
located near Reading, PA. 
FIERO PARTS FOR SALE

REINFORCEMENT BACKING PLATE re-
pairs broken-out remote control bezel 
on driver’s door mirror. Kit includes 
instructions, plate, and extra bezel 
nut, and two extra door panel clips. 
$8.55 with shipping. Call Tom Derr 
717-772-2611(w) or 717-763-5748(h).                 
tom6derr@yahoo.com. (11-14-01)

PARTING OUT COMPLETE ’84 Fiero SE, red, 
all body and mechanical parts good. 
Make an offer on anything else you need. 
E-Mail toddashjr@cs.com. Can send 
pictures. Also, nice set of 16” wheels 
with tires (P205-55R16 Goodyear) for 
any year Fiero. Some tread left. $175. 
(11-14-01)
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FREYSINGER PONTIAC
 6251 Carlisle Pike
 Mechanicsburg, PA 17056
 (717) 766-8422
 (800) 560-8422

Your Central Pennsylvania
Fiero Headquarters

CLUB MEMBERS

Bring this ad in and receive 10% off
parts and labor on all Fiero Service.

(Present at time of write-up)

FIERO PARTS WANTED
HERE ARE SOME PARTS I NEED for my 
new ’88 GT T-Tops. All must be in mint 
or near mint shape.
1.Front license plate bracket (for aero 
nose of course) 
2.Sunvisors for ’88 tan interior 
3.4x10 speaker covers 
4.Passenger side map pocket 
5.GT leather steering wheel 
6.GT leather shift knob 
Thanks a lot, Jeff S. Baltimore, MD 
- MAFOA
http://www.geocities.com/motorcity/
track/3487

PARTING OUT 1985 FIERO Sport Coupe, 
White with Tan interior. 4-cyl, auto. E-
mail me with parts needs. badgoat@gwi.
net Charlie & Rose Huntington. (11-
14-01)

DENNY LAMBERT (dlambert@epix.net) 
042100 has for sale: Pair of 84/85 
speaker seats with speakers, gray, 
driver’s seat desperately needs recov-
ered, spring cover and recliner handle 
missing, passenger seat in excellent 
condition. $75 obo.
84/85 (will fit any year) standard steer-
ing wheel, excellent condition, charcoal. 
$15 obo.
Standard AM/FM Stereo radio (no tape). 
$20 obo.
Standard 235-degree fan switch, used, 
good condition, V6. $10 obo. NEW 
LOWER PRICE!!
Brand New SE Sail Panel WITH FRAME, 
passenger side ONLY. $100 firm.
Used excellent condition SE SAIL 
PANEL, driver side, NO FRAME, will 
need double-sided foam tape to install. 
$30 firm.

RADIATOR.COM is the largest single dis-
tributor of radiators in the nation. We sell 
over 300,000 radiators a year. Because 
of this, we are able to keep prices down 
lower than anyone else. We have a 110% 
price guarantee, lifetime warranty, and 
free shipping (next day if orders are 
placed before 4PM, Mon. - Thurs.) any-
where in the U.S.

FIEROS WANTED
WANTED 1988 MERA, automatic, any color, 

prefer the car to be in great condition, if 
you have one of these e-mail me thanks, 
Paintstallions@hotmail.com.
WANTED 88 FIERO GT w/ 5spd and spoil-
er in good condition. I am open to ad-
ditional options but the more the better. 
Color preferences are (exterior) black, 
med. red metallic, silver or others. Gray 
interior and black wheels. Cars priced at 
under $5,000 will be considered. Low 
mile high priced ‘collector’ cars will not 
be considered. Please e-mail me with any 
info or inquiries ASAP.                    
FIERO88FEVER@webtv.net
Rick Hutchins (S.E. Pa.)

RATTY FIERO T-SHIRTS

$12. each S, M, L, XL.  I have

lot’s of Large - very limited on X-Large.

To Order Contact
Steve Kelley

18 Spruce Park Dr.
Plainfield, NH 03781

steve_kelley@hhs.dresden.k12.nh.us
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By Bob Ricci, Spotswood, NJ
My story will begin with another 

story of how I was made aware of yellow 
Formulas and my desire to obtain one.  A 
chain of interesting events took place in 
my search for “the” yellow Formula until 
finally a fine gentleman by the name of 
Rich Hutchins informed me that he knew 
of a fellow in Maryland selling two, that’s 
right two, yellow Formula 5 speeds as a 
package deal.  $3500 took both of them 
and they’ll only go as a package deal.  
The only problem is the “Project Yellow 
Formula’s” wiring and linkage were not 
hooked up so I could not see it run. The 
other Fiero was hit hard in the passenger 
door. 

Now I did not want 2 yellow formulas, 
but I wanted one real bad. So a brainstorm 
idea pops into mind.   I remembered this 
fellow named Jim Gilbert of Oley, Penn-
sylvania from a Tech Session at his place. 
So I gave him a call almost a year later 
with my offer. “Hey Jim, rebuild the en-
gine in my yellow formula project car, and 
I’ll give you the other yellow formula.”  
The door was banged up and the door pil-
lar was badly bent. Expecting him to pos-
sibly hang up on me, he accepted my offer. 
Next, a lot of running around took place 
until finally both yellow Formulas end up 
at Jim’s. The project car was pushed into 
his garage where the engine rebuild would 
take place.  A handshake bonded the deal 
and I left for my home in Spotswood New 
Jersey, located 100 miles away. 

The plan was simple and fail safe, I 
thought. A complete engine rebuild to 
guarantee myself that she’ll run great. 
With the Fiero Store, Kick Hill, Rodney 
Dickman, and Chris “Pondski” of Califor-
nia supplying parts, how could anything 
go wrong?  Then the phone call came. It 
was Jim, saying “Bob, we have a prob-
lem...rust.”  The worst undercarriage and 

Operation 
Uh-Oh!

Commonly Known 
as “Project Yellow 

Formula”

suspension corrosion he’d ever seen. 
Next came photos that Jim emailed 

me. My jaw almost hit the ground. Jim 
even commented, “Even the fan belt was 
rusty!” I knew there was no way I could 
expect anybody to clean up that mess. So 
off I went to Oley for a couple of weekends 
to help Jim out. Using lots of power tools 
and wearing out the wire wheel, I brushed 
and repainted the engine compartment, 
and the entire bottom of the formula was 
treated with the most amazing rust treat-
ment product on the earth, POR-15. This 
stuff is completely fantastic! 

On the other hand, Jim spent many a 
painstaking evening and long weekends 
struggling with almost everything he 
touched on the car. Even the clutch pedal 
had to be bent back into its correct shape. 
This, that, and the other thing added even 
more frustration to the project. Jim’s 
amazing mechanical ability over came 
every dilemma.

the car I even let him keep it a while to 
break it in.

The Fiero Store’s high performance 
engine kit, axle stabilizer bearings, ported 
exhaust manifolds, Dickman “cat”, and 
the Getrag 5 speed, along with Fiero 
mastermind Jim Gilbert’s know-how and 
patience, make this Formula a real pave-
ment eater. 

The project was completed just in time 
for the 2001 “Fieros at Carlisle” show 
where she took 3rd place in her class, first 
time out. Over three months of wrestling 
with this yellow Formula really paid off. 
Thanks a million, Jim! 

I spent a lot of time recently trying to 
find a garage to store her away this winter. 
Thank the good Lord, I managed to find 
one three houses up from my moms. After 
all the time and effort to transform this 
Formula to the clean machine she is now 
I would not even dream of having her out 
through a nasty New Jersey winter. 

Looking forward to seeing you all at 
the 2002 “Fieros at Carlisle” show.

Slowly but surely the formula 
turned from rags to riches. The 
completed rebuilt engine in cradle 
assembly looked awesome! The 
bottom of the car shined like one 
of those black porcelain stoves. 
A stainless steel rust preventative 
aerosol highlighted many of the 
parts adding to the luster. 

After the engine was fired up 
and a few small bugs ironed out, 
this Fiero purred like a kitten 
and ran down the highway like 
a lion. Jim did so much work on 


